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. What would/? thou, gracious Figure ? 


ee Jemetbing Rotten in the State : 
p — . of Danemark. 
| oo take the Ghoſts Ward for a thouſand Ducats. 
ihe | Shakeſpear HAMLETS 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


FN this inredulows Amis n the Geherality 
are argued out of all Belief of the Exiſtence 
of any Spirit, beyond thoſe of powerful Gin or 
Brandy, it will probably be queſtioned, nay 


perhaps will be openly denied, that the follow- 


ing Letters were dicted to we Editor * 2 
Ghoſt, 


"Unfortiniiely y, itis a Point, to which no * 


gab Evidence can be given: Ghoſts" in general 


do not chuſe to appear to more than one at a 
Time. And nothing is known to ſtrike more 
at the Authenticity of Shakeſpear's ingenious 
(and no doubt, authentic) Hiſtory of Hamlet, 
Prince of Danemarch, more than the Ghoſt of 
the King being ſeen to two or three Officers of 
the Guards, as well as Hamlet, all at once. 

I own, I believed as little in Ghoſts or Appa- 
ritions as any Body, till very lately. And, 
though I have converſed much with People, 
that have aſſured themſelves or me, that they 
were gifted with Spirits; I had not Faith 
enough to aſſure me that any but the ſacred 


Writers were ever properly fully inſpired. 


But, I am now come to another Way of 


thinking, and can demonſtrate, that, notwith- 


ſtanding what intereſted ' People induftriouſly 
ſpread to the contrary, Spirits or Ghoſts do 
appear to a few choſen, intellectual Eyes, and 


may be ſeen by any Perſons duly qualified. In 
| that Number, I thank the Moon and | 


ay 7 v4. am 


| | ESSE 
am I. There is not a Day of my Life, that I 
do not hold moſt eher moſt familiar ere 

verſe With the Ghoſts of ſore of the tn6 
Spirits, that ever did Honour to this — | 
Ile... I am in no high Station in this Land 
yet, Spight to my contemned Obſeurity,. — 
| — with Edward. III, dine with Bee 
- and ſup with good Old Queen Be, And even 
Spirits of the defun& Miniſters. of theſe 
| workd-withdrawn Potentates, . laying . aſide the 
more than regal Pride of their Places, do not 
diſtlain to Chat a little with me. Hampden often 
meets me in my Cloſet, and ſometimes, Walks 
with me unſeen, in the moſt crowtled Aſſemo 
blies. . Gromwell, though. he never intrudes till 
Hampden. is gone, gives me ſome; Minutes of 
his Company every Day. His ſullen Brow, fre- 
quent mention of Dunkirk and ſurly Menaces a- 
Nainſt France and moſt againſt French Engliſh+ 
men, could not fail of diſguſting the placid Spi- 
its of this Age of Pleaſantry - How often does 
Sidrrey's guardian Spirit and martyred Ruſſel] 
wreſt.me from the World and fill my admiring 
Soul with Joys unknown to ſuch as hold not 
frequent Converſe with ſuch patriot. Spirits. 1 
could, name many more that often honour me 
with Viſits.” Nay, more, I could, and in due 
3 5 perhaps may, ſhew fit Perſons if fuch may 

be found, how they may attain to the like Ho- 

YOUrs from thoſe immortal Sages. I will not pro- 
miſe to ſhew the Multitude, how the Spirit of 
 Okver may again be brought in burniſhed Steel 
o viſit. his well-loved, native Land : This angry 
: t pe berg be ſo cafily lech when 
SEES once 
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once Aiſturbed⸗ But, let me ſee the Man, who 
next to his God, loves his Country; who never 
of cool Purpoſe or Deliberation did public or 
private Wrong ; who, deſpiſes all private Re- 

„ that come in Competition with the public 

; and whoſe great Ambition is to be found 
the nobleſt Work 5 God, that rareſt Wonder 
of our Age, an honeſt Man. Let him come 


forth and > ſhall forthwith behold and converſe 
with the greateſt and beſt Spirits of the de- 


Heroes and bleſſed Saints, that ever were 

Ornaments to this Land. 

But, here let me ſtop; leſt my Secret ſhould 
fall into vulgar Hands, who not conceiving may 
abuſe. it. I ſhall then only tell my Reader, that 
baving by an Art, not yet to be communicated 
to the Public, found Acceſs to theſe: glorious 
Spirits, which have not yet given up their favou- 
rite Charges of Guardians to our. Iſle; upon 
eonſulting them ſeriouſly and, zealouſly to learn 


how their good Purpoſes: may yet be by Man 


promoted, 1 was appointed by a grand 
Council of Britiſh Spirits to reveal to me ſome 
hiſtorical Facts relative to the Affairs of Europe, 
which he had not Time to e to the 
World. in the Days of the Fleſh. 
This moſt 5 Spirit, for many Nights 
paſt appears to me in a purple Robe ſpangled 
with the moſt brilliant Diamonds. His Head is 


covered with an Helmet, which dazzles with 


moſt reſplendent Gems. His | manly Breaft is 
incloſed in a Cuiraſs of poliſhed Steel. On his 
left Arm, he holds the dreadful Ægis; while his 

ur Hand by turns preſents the Spear of Bri- 
tain's 
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to) 
tain's Genius, and an Heaven-lighted' Torch: 


- whoſe Light diſpels the darkeſt Clouds of Error 
and Superſtition, and rouſes the rativna} Soul to 


gnobleſt Actions. In his benign Countenance 


Cheerfulneſs int hroned in Wiſdom fat Majeſtic. 
Thon mortal, ſaid the awful Shade, who thus 
© quiteſt the alluring Gaieties of Life in thine 


TVs Age more ſought, than any the World has 


© known before, and prefereſt the good of Man- 
kind and thy Country's Weal, to thine own 
© 'Eiſe and Peace on Earth; take up thy Pen; ſet 
© down the Truths thou haſt from us received; 
© 4nd in due Time impart them to the World. 
If they have Ears they well hear. If under- 


1 ſtandings, they will digeſt. Thy Taſke thus 


4 Bünhed, they have no more to hope; bid 
*them farewell, and come, join thoſe Spirits, 
in whoſe Alliance, thou ſhalt true Comfort 
4 find at laſtt. 
What Sceptic d withſlana this Charge ? 
| T' obeyed” the guardian Vifion. - He cannot 
take itill, that J give theſe Papers, his venerable 
Name. Whoever doubts the Fact, may go andaſk 
Trenchard. If he diſowns them there is no 
Faith” no Truth in Viſions, and the ſenſible 
Reader may ſhake Hands with the worldly Au- 
thor, who pleaſed himſelf with the Office of 
Emativenfts to Trenchard's Ghoſt. 
I think I hear ſome of the deep-red, long- 
headed Politicians of our Age enquire, © who is 
© this Trenchard ?* Well aſked : In Truth a very 
odd fort ofa Fellow, though he be dead. A Man 
whoſe general Knowledge made him the beſt Pa- 
tron of Men of Science; | whoſe love for DN 
A 658: or 


t #3 

for Liberty and his Country made him write or 
dictate the beſt Parts of Cats's Letters, and whoſe 
Zeal for pure, practical Religion made him laugh 
out of Countenance all the Auſterities, Fop 
peries and Superſtitions, with which fooliſh 


or knaviſh Men had disfigured and disgraced it ; 


in his incomparable independant Whig. And what 
is ſtill more ſtrange, and to moſt incredible, 
who condeſcended to acceptof the moſt lucrative 
Office in the State, provided the Sallary of that 
and others were reduced from ſome Thouſands to 
a few hundred Pounds a Year ; enough to pay 
Men qualified, but not to tempt the diſqualified 
to engage in ſuch Offices; and who would not 
ſubmit to accept any Employment, but upon 
theſe Terms, purely to ſerve his Country, 

Let no Man, who is well bred enough to 


diſlike this Character, venture to meet his Ghoſt 
here or hereafter, | 
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Relating to the 


CAUSES of the Deſtruction of the 
Free Governments of Nozpwes and 
e ee, 0 yore gy 


LETTER I. 


Relating to. the Revolutions of Governments in Nord- | 
I weg and Danemarch. . | 


HIL E I found my wiſe Country- 9 
men were taken up and divided into | 
zealous Parties, each, with becoming 
Fury,contending for or againſt a Gip/ey 
or a Canning; whileour Coffe-houſe Sages wereengaged 
in ſetting up ſome Player for the Standard of Beauty, 
Dreſs, Elocution and Oratory, and warmly harangued 
to ſhew only, which acted moſt like himſelf ; while 
our fair, regardleſs of Devotion, Love, or Dreſs, ſeem- 
ed contented with hurting themſelves alone, at Cards; 
and puny Beaux with aping cocknies joined to ſup- 
preſs a Dance; while our Merchants in ſpite to Laws, 
gamed under the Colour of Inſurance E z 
and French Dogs or Italian bs divided Perſons 
of Quality and refined Taſte; while theſe like impor- 
tant Matters engaged our wiſe Public, 1 lay by, wrapt 
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up in ſilent Admiration, glad to find the Multitude, 
Hike me, diſdain tothrow away a ſerious Thought on 
their Country, on Poſterity, or their precious ſelves. 
But finding the Tables ſo far changed, that. all our 
noctural Aſſemblies and Ridottos al freſco; all our 
Billiard- tables and Stews; all our pipings, ſingings, 
ballancings, tumblings, dancings, &c. &c. &c. are 
no longer ſufficient to keep us in our gay, unthinking 
Mood, fince the Magiſtrates have not thought fit to 
find out ſome adequate Amuſements; and people now 
begin to talk ſo ſeriouſly of important Subjects, as 
may give room todread many Self. murders about the 


firſt full Moon in November; I think it time to ſtand 
- Forth and ftrive to amuſe them with ſome Trifles, 
that may happily divert their Thoughts from home. 


And here I cannot help mourning the Loſs the 
Public fuſtains, by the Death, or Silence, of our late 
Groupe of Novel writers! Why ſhould one Age pro- 
duce the inimitable Foſeph Andrews, Tom Jones, 


"Pamela, Peregrine Pickle, Clariſſa, &c. and not now 


leave one Writer to ſave his Country. to make the 


World laugh, or weep, at foreign Trifles ? What is 


decome of the Man that promiſed a Plan for an end- 
leſs Romance? Or is there not one more Courteſan of 
Quality to furniſh out another Tale of Bawdry, to 
amuſe the Public, and fave a poor Scribe from miſtak- 


ing his Talents and turning Critic? from Starving and 


Damnation? - | | 
Had theſe lived, our Places of public Reſort might 


have been as gay and amuſing, as inſtruCting as even 
Scandal and trifles might deſtroy Reputations and kill 
time; but they might prevent gloomy Moments, and 


ſpare ſome Lives. Courtiers would not frighten them- 
ſiives, from enjoying the full Emoluments of Places 


got a manner uunheard of, in Britain, by bartering Con- 
_ Triences, with the diſagreeable Sound of French Inva- 
flons. Citizens would not be heard to grumble in 


oak; aur Halian and Turkiſo Traats 


are 


1 

are Toft with Minorca. Hang B—g! Change the 
A———y! Damn the M———y | Our Patriots had 
then been too well diverted to complain of Taxes, 
foreign Troops, or cry out for a Militia-bill. Nor 
would the unthinking Fxzt HoLpers of Ireland 
inſult our Adminiſtration /as well as their own, with 
daring to propoſe to arm, even attheir owh Expence, 
to the number of -upwards of ſeventy thouſand, and 
offering to ſerve in Defence of this Country as well as 
their own ; when the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature had 
already declared that foreign Mercenaries were a ſafet 
Guard to us than a national Militia, It can be no 
ſmall Comfort to the ſtrange Gentlemen, who have 
been ſo kind as to come a great way to eat Beef and 
Pudding in Defence of our Conſtitution, and to pay 
their Princes Debts ; to find that the Lords Juſtices 
of Ireland were too wiſe to permit theſe officious Free- 
holders to arm themſelves for the Defence of their 
Country, being determined to let them ſee the Necel- 
fity of getting foreign Troops for that N in 
Ireland as well as here. 

In hopes to deter my Countrymen from fo diſagree- 
able, ſo ufeleſs a Taſk, as looking ſeriouſly into any 
thing relating to the Public; in the Dearth of Amuſe- 
ments that expoſes them-to this Folly, I purpoſe to 
offer ſome Means to divert them; and ſince they have 
unfortunately turned their Heads to Politics, more 
than is meet of late; let them attend me through 
ſome of the cold neighbouring Countries by whoſe 


Revolutions they may be amuſed if not inſtructed, as 


well as by ſeeing a man of ſix Feet high going into a 
quart Bottle, or a Monſter jumping down his own 
Throat. 

Swedeland, Nord weg, and Danemarch, were once 
under one General Gothic Government, which ſuffered 
from time to time a great Variety of Changes; the 


Power of every conſtituent Part rifing or falling ac- 


coroiog to the accidental Force or Weakneſs of the 
B 2 Monarchy, 
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©. onarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy; and ſome- 


W ˙· oh bath edt RY | 
In the various Conteſts betwixt the different Mem- 
bers of the State, the Territories were divided, and 
each Diviſion, in time, ſet up a particular Government, 
always keeping cloſe Analogy to the Mother Stock. 

It is unneceſſary. to my Purpoſe, and uſeleſs to the 
Reader, to ſpend Time in dry Chronology, in ſpecify- 
ing the particular Points of Time in which theſe Di- 
viſions were made. Let it ſuffice, that in each of 
the Countries mentioned, a ſeparate and independant 
Form of Government was ſet up; and Nord weg and 
Danemarch no more acknowledged the Sovereignty 
of Swedeland; but each become a diſtinct free State, 
governed like Swedeland, by an elective King, 
Nobles, Clergy, and Commons, which conſtituted the 
States, Diet, or Parliament of each Country. 

How Nord weg was firſt reduced to Slavery, and 
how Danemarch, ſoon after, neceſſarily ſhared the 
ſame Fate, and Swedeland lately narrowly, and for a 
while, eſcaped it, may be ſet forth in the Sequel, if 
the Public be not otherwiſe better amuſed. 


LETTER II. 


HE Hiſtorians of theſe three Countries moſt 

2 warmly and yerboſely contend for the Antiquity 
and Dignity of their reſpective Nations. We ſhall Keep 
clear of their Diſputes, as well as of their fabulous Le- 
gends, and confine our preſent Conſiderations to the 
moſt true and probable Part of theſe obſcure Hiſtories, 
Tho? it is more than probable this may diſgult, if nor 
quite diſcourage, a certain Claſs of Readers, who 
might receive equal Inſtruction, and more pleaſing 
Amuſement, from the Hiſtories of' the Feats of 
Lapland Witches, than from thoſe of the Revolutions 
of Northern States. Yea, I have reaſon to fear, this 
| Paper 


* 


Paper will meet with few or no Readers; becauſe it 


has not enough the Air of a Romance, and * 
but little of the marvellous. 


I remember, when Lima, in America, # was over - 
whelmed by an Earthquake; if we in Britain did not 


actually feel the Shock, we felt it in effect: our neus 
papers and magazines were filled with tragic, fright- 
ful Stories of ſuch Convulſions in different Parts of the 
Globe, and every body was more or leſs involved in 
the Calamities of that overthrown City. I ſhall ſay 


nothing of the Ravings of a Madman, who propheſied 


the like Diſaſter to London, making all our pious 
Chriſtians fly out of Town, on that pdrevntbus Day, 
to avoid the dreadfal Cataſtrophe. © 

If we ſuffered much Diſturbance by the fate of by 
ma, we were infinitely more diſtreſſed and alarmed at 
the horrid Earthquake at Portugal, We mourned the 
Loſſes of our own Merchants there; we pitied all the 
Sufferers; but moſt of all the ſacred Perſon of the 
King, from the firſt Merchant in Europe, reduced to 


the Want of a dwelling- place, of Raiment and of Food! 


We felt his Neceſſities, and ſpeedily relieved them. 
The horrors came now nearer home; we heard of 
many more Earthquakes. Nay, we felt, or imagined 
we felt them, in different Parts of England. The 
| Motions of Boats upon the Waters gave ſome, of ex- 
quilite Senſibility and lively Imaginations, the Va- 
pours, and were called Earthquakes ; and the Noiſe 
and Motions of Carts and Coaches inthe Night terrified 
all, but the leſs ſenſible Drivers. What reſtleſs Nights, 
what Anxieties, what Pannics, what Devotion, were 
not univerſally occaſioned by theſe natural Motions in 
diſtant Parts of the Earth? Have theſe Perturbations 
been allayed ? —— Moſt compleatly. But, how? 
We made perfect Oblation for all our paſt Sins by one 
Day's faſting and going to Church; and ſince, drown- 
ed all Care and * betwixt Drury Lane and 
B 3 Covent- 
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| Covent-girden, Vauxhall,” Ranclagh, and adler 


wells. 

What happy Conftirutions can modern - Britons = 
boaſt ?/ Frightened, ſhocked by remote Evils | calmed 
and comforted with preſent Trifles! A few Houſes 
thrown down by ſubterranean or meteoric Fire, in any 
_ diſtant Region, can never fail of moving deep Di- 
ſtreſs, for a while! But free States may be overturned 3 
limited Magiſtrates may become Tyrants, and Free- 
men be made Slaves, on every fide of us; who is 
moved at it? Who has Attention to read the melan- 
choly Account? hardly one! 

The late Lord Moleſworth, I beg bi Pardon, I 
mean Mr. Moleſworth, for ke was not then a Peer, 
told us how Denmark, once as free a State as any I 
havedeſcribed, was, within the Compaſs of four Days, 
reduced to an hereditary, abſolute Tyranny. The noble 
Hiſtorian did not look forward and learn the Cauſe ; a 
Series of illicit and corrupt Adminiſtration of many 
Years ſtanding; on which, if any body will n 1 

ſhall endeavour to throw ſome light. 
But, why ſhould I expect it? — Rerolu- 
tion, more dreadful to us than the overwhelming the 
entire petty State of Denmark in the Sea, or the con- 
verting it to a Volcano, gave not the leaſt Alarm, the 
_ Difturbance in England; and Iwill venture to 
— that the Hiſtory of Rederick Random, or the Trial 

Elizabeth Canning, ate now to be found in many 
more Hands here, than this Account of the Subver- 
fion of the Government: of a pogbbouring State, not 
long ſince as free as ours. 

But, if we come to the preſent Times, who among 
us has loſt a Night's Reſt, or a Meal's Meat, for the 
curious Court Plot for overturning the civil Conſtitu- 
tion of Sweden, which, by ſome unlueky Accident, 
miſcarried the other day? Why fo unconcerned ? 
The good, the pious King wept bitterly, and the 
gentle gracious Queen [wooned, and well nigh died, 

at 


„ 
at the tremendous Abortion, Oh! moving Scene! 
The loſs of Liſbon did not coſt the Court of Portu- 
gal ſo much : Yet we faſted once, and mourned, and 
were frighted a few Days for their Loſs! If one im- 
penitent Corporal, a Cobler by Trade, had, by any 
ious Hand, been ſtabbed or ſtrangled ; had a few 
atal Hours filently revolved, the righteous King of 
Sweden, by making himſelf. inſtead of an elective, 


limited Monarch, a deſpotic Tyrant, with a divine he- 


reditary Right; had freed his People of the intolerable 


Burden of Aſſemblies of the States, Diets, Senates, 


or Parliaments, of courſe of numbers of Placemen an 
Penſioners, and diſburthened them as effectually of 
all Notions of Freedom and Rights, as his worthy 


Brother of Denmark had before him thus eaſed his | 


Vaſſals. Can we hearthisunmoved ? No ſure; who is 
not ſorry for the Diſappointment of the Lord's anoint- 
ed? and of his ſweet Royal Conſort? I dare ſay, toour 
Honour and Happineſs beit ſpoken! more among us 
are grieved at the premature Diſcovery of the Plot, 
than ſhocked at the Attempt. To ſuch a comfortable 
Pitch of Inattention and Inſenſibility, to ſuch a total 
Extinction of the public Spirit, of which our anceſtors 


idly boaſted, are we, their wiſer Progeny, arrived ! 


Come on then, ye wavering Spirits, who are not fo 
fooliſh as to ſpend your Lives in thinking of any ſe- 
rious Matters that concern your Neighbours, your 
Poſterity, or yourſelves; I will now and then help 
you to a northern Tale, or a Fragment of one, quite 
remote from all your narrow Concerns, which. after 


employing your Eyes for half an Hour in the morn- 


ing, without burdening your Intellects, may diſpoſe 
you, like any of your favourite Novels, to laugh or to 


| weep, perhaps to ſleep for a while; and then may be 


applied to ſome other uſeful Purpoſe. Farewel! * 
' Yqaurs, Ge. 
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Cauſes of the Dif" of Danomacob. '- 4 


"OWEVER che Northern States of Nord- 
weg and Danemarch may contend for Anti- 
— and Superiority; it is certain the Part moſt 
neglected and deſpiſed at this day, was ſo far from 
being contemptible in early Ages, that if the Eſtimate 
be made from Power and Conqueſt, as is generally 
the caſe, few Nations will be found to have been ſo 
- conſiderable, in her Time, in Europe, as Nordweg, 
before ſhe became unhappily connected with her once 
ungtateful, unnatural Siſter, and ſince her ba 
Miſtreſs, Danemarch.- 
Ihhere are few Countries on our weſtern Continent, | 
that have not felt and ſuffered under the Power of 
Nordweg. There is great Reaſon to judge, that ſhe 
had the firſt Naval Power in Europe: By which ſhe 
became not only the Terror of her Neighbours upon 
that Element, but often invaded their Coaſts, pil- 
laged the Country, or planted Colonies in it, as 
ſeemed beſt to theſe conquering Lords. It is pro- 
bable that Ireland was peopled from this Scythian 
Hive. She gave Princes to France, and Kings to 
Britain. But no more of this; Wiſe Men will keep 
clear of Home, for Reaſons too obvious to be 
Pointed out here. | 
I we ſhould attempt to trace out the Origin of 
Nord weg, and to ſet forth the long Catalogue of 
Kings, which their Hiſtorians enumerate, or their 
Bards have ſung; I ſhould ſurely tire myſelf, if not 
my Reader, and but a little, if at all, advance my 
Purpoſe. | | 
1+ mal only obſerve, that ſince cheir Records were 
Nn well FR. W has been only ſince their 
N a | (yonvers 
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| Converſion to Chriſtianity, about the latter End o 
the Tenth Century; their beſt Hiſtorians enumerate 
about Twenty-one Kings, with ſome Anarchies, 
pointed out as Interregna, before they were by a 
tatal Marriage joined and ſubjected to the Crown of 
Dandnaech. 


The Liſt of the Kings of Nordweg, that ſtand 
— recorded in the Annals of that ill fated Coun- 


try, begin about the Year 976 and end with 1 a 
about 1375. 

Haquin was the inks — Son of Olaus III. 
King of Nordweg. In his Reign, Waldimir III. 
died, leaving the only Iſſue of his Race, Margaret, 
to inherit the Crown, or be depoſed, at the Option 


of the States; who, after ſome Pauſes and Delibera- 


tions, concluded, that if a Match betwen Margaret 
and Haquin of Nordweg, originally of the ſame 
Stock, could be brought about, they would elect him 
and her King and Queen, and agree to call the wor- 
chieſt Perſon of their Iſſue to ſuceeed to the Throne. 

The poor Nordwegians, not diſcerning the Conſe- 
quence of this Alliance, were in general quite paſſive; 
while others, of ſeeming greater penetration, appeared 
pleaſed with the Match; never thinking that Nord- 
weg would thereby become in Time an Appendage 
of Dane march; but judging that Danemarch might 
be a conſiderable Acquiſition to the A and 
Conſequence of Nordweg. | 

See the Effects of this 11|-judged Alliance! Nord- 
weg, before this Time, was, if not the richeſt, one 
of the freeſt and happieſt States, and perhaps, one of 
the moſt formidable Powers in Europe, to her | 
"Neighbours, 

The Country was Aided into five Provinces © or 
Prefectures with proper Magiſtrates to govern them; 
all ſubject to a King, who was but one and the firſt 
of the five Eſtates, that conſtituted the Diet or Grand 
oy of the Kingdom; and when they my not 

M- 
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aſſembled, he was the General and Chief Com- 
mander of their Land and Naval Forces, and the 
Grand Executioner of their Laus 3 under the Direc- 
tion of the Diet. 
The Diet coofiſted-of the Nobility of the Realm, 
the Deputies of the Clergy, the Burgeſſes or Depu- 
ties of the Cities and Towns, and the. Commonalty 
or Repreſentatives. of the Paiſants 3 a Majority of 
each of which was neceſſary to make or repeal a 
Law, or to carry any Queſtion in the Aſſembly of 
the States, General Council, or Diet, as it is indiffe- 
rently called by moſt Hiſtorians. - ; © 

Theſe four States, in Conjunction with the King, 
made, amended, altered and ; abrogated © Statutes z 
elected the King, giving Preference to the next of 
Kin of the Royal Family, till that became extinct; 
and then made a new Choice. Theſe. conſtantly 
watched over the Conduct of the King, and reſtrained 
or directed it, as they judged moſt conſonant to the 
Laws and conſiſtent with the Good of the States; to 
which, if they found any Prince run counter, ng 
forthwith depoſed him, and choſe another. 

But, as the Diet could not ſit conſtantly, they ap- 
pointed a Senate; a ſmaller Number of the principal 

embers of the Diet in Point of Underſtanding and 
Integrity, and whoſe: Fortunes or Stations enabled 
them to attend the King, to be a Council to direct 
his Political Conduct, and even to judge of his 
public Tranſactions, and correct or repor them to 
the States General or Diet. 

The King then preſided in their Councils, bur 
never ruled or controuled them. He commanded 
their Armies and their Navy, and appointed their 
reſpective Generals, Admirals, and other Officers; 
in which, however, he was liable to be checked by 
the Senate or Diet, without whole Concurrence, he 
could not declare War or conclude. a Peace. He 
e the Coinnge-and Currency of Money 3. =_ 
that 
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that once done, could not . altered without the 
joint Authority of the Diet. 

The King alſo had a Right to appoint all the great 
Officers of the Realm. But this is ſaid by ſome to 
have ariſen only by Uſurpation; all great Offices be- 
ing originally filled by the States, with the Concur- 
rence of the King, not otherwiſe, As ſuch a Power is 
inconſiſtent with the Principles of the Government; 
it may be juſtly looked upon only as an Uſurpation, 
and what in Proceſs of Time contributed to the Deſ- 
truction of the State, 

The great Officers of the State, ſometimes alſo 
called Officers of the Crown, from the like Uſurpa- 
tion ſometimes prevailing, were, 

1. The Mareſhal of the Dyet, who like our Chan- 
cellor, preſided in the Houſe of the Nobles ; an Of- 
fieer the next in Honour and Dignity to the Crown, 
while the Diet ſat; during the Receſs, giving Place 
to 

2: The High or Chief Juſtice; who, in the 
King's Abſence, was his Vicegerent, eſpecially in the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, He preſided in the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature, which conſiſted: of the 
Chief of the Nobles and Senators; unleſs the King 
fat there in Perſon ; which he might do, when the 
Crown or any of his Officers .or Favourites, were 
not Parties. To him the Chief Juſtice then became 
but an Aſſeſſor. 

3. The High Conſtable, who was intruſted with 
regulating the Conduct and Diſcipline of the Army 
in Times of Peace, preſiding in all great Councils of 
War, Courts Martial, Sc. 

4. The High Chancellor was the principal Officer 
for Adminiſtring [Juſtice under the —— or diſ- 
penſing the regal Office, by diſpatching all public 
Affairs, keeping the Great Seal, Cc. 

5. The High Admiral, who was intruſted with 
the immediate Care and Management of the es: 


1 


and aturtng the Orders of the Crown or State in 
Naval Matters. He e pu) in all Naval Councils 


| and Courts Martial. 


6. The High Treaſurer, — was Intraſted with 


q keeping the Publick Funds, preſided in the Chamber 


of Accounts, ſomewhat like our Exchequer; paid 
the Civil and Military Liſts, and was accountable 
wor his Conduct to the Diet alone, 


7. The Primate, the Archbiſhop of Bergen, was 


vo! be conſidered as one of the great Officers of the 


State; though he had none other Civil Employment, 
than chat of preſiding in the Aſſembly of the Orgy» 
which made the third Eſtate of the ation. 


8. The Burgomaſter of Bergen, or Opſlo, whats 


ever the Diet ſat, was to be enumerated with theſe ; for 


he was Preſident of the Houſe of Burgeſſes: And: 
9. The Preſident or Speaker of the Houſe of 


—— or Paiſants, by them choſen from 


among themſelves. Theſe during the Seſſion took 


| Place in this order after the Marſhal. 


Beſides theſe, there were ſeveral inferior Officers 


and Courts of Judicature in all Cities and conſidera- 
ble Towns, in all Counties or ſmaller Diviſions of 


the Counties, with an Appeal to the chief Provincial 


Court, whoſe Officers and Judges were choſen by the 


Inhabitants of the ſeveral Diſtricts, ſubject x. the 
- Approbation of the Diet. And for the greater Se- 


curity of Property, from theſe, an Appeal to lay to 


the ſupreme Court of Judicature at Bergen or Opſlo. 


This is a juſt Epitome of the State of Norweg, 


taking it upon a Medium: For, at ſome irregular 


Times, it muſt be confeſſed, Anarchy aroſe from 


the Predominancy ofthe Power of ſome or other unrul 


Members of the State. But when Feuds ſubſided, 


and Matter were legally ſettled this was the tawful 


J 


Eſtabliſhment and ſacred Conſtitution of the Realm. 


The States all to the Nobles, were annually 
elected, tho' it often happened, that many * the 
ame 
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fame Members were elected over every Year of chelr 


Lives. And as there were but few Places and till 
fewer Penſioners about the Court; there was no Ex- 
ception to the Election of any but Officers of the 
Army and Navy into the Diet 

I hope it can be no offence to any Body, Compa- 
riſons being always avoided, to applaud this ancient 
Gothic Form of Government. It is aid by the 
Swedes, who have nearly retain'd it, to have taken 
Riſe with, and been derived from them. This ſhews 
their Applauſe of it. After the late Shock, the 


. bungled Conſpiracy, let us ſee how long they will 


hold it. 

Till the Year 1660, the Danes preferred this F orm 
of Goverment, at home, however they thought fit 
to violate it in Nordweg : Which ſhews, while that 


People retained any Senſe of Freedom, this equal, 


pular Government ſuited their Tempers. 

Some of the eſſentials of this Kind of Common- 
wealth are ſtill kept up in Poland, as far as intruding 
Military Force, that Bane to Peace and F reedom, 
will admit. | 

This Form of Government the Franks bore with 
them into Gaul, and planted all over that extended 
State; where it flouriſhed with very little Alteraiton, 
till overturned by the Intrigues of foreign Courteſans 
and Mercenary Soldiers, between the Reigns of 


Lewis the XI. and the XV. 


And to our unſpeakable Comfort, the Eſſentials 
of this form of Government were introduced and 
eſtabliſhed by ſome or other of the invading Nor- 
therlings of Nordweg, Danemarch, Saxony or Nor- 
mandy, here in Britain, where, as in a more favour- 
able Clime, they have grown up and flouriſhed in 
more exquiſite Perfection than in any other Corner 
of the Earth; and where J hope, without Offence 


to our Betters, they will, regardleſs of the Viciſſitudes 


of Seaſons, flouriſh to the End of Time. But let it 
| be 


E 

be remembered I keep clear of howe: Our Affairs 
are happily committed to wiſer Heads, and none dare 
doubt the Integrity of their Hearts. Let me only 
inculcate, that for Ages paſt, our ſage Counſellors 
did not deſpiſe the Stock from which their Polity 
was drawn, And how ſtrictly they attend to their 
own, the preſent happy and great State of our Na- 
tional Concerns at home and abroad, removes far be- 
yond the Reach of Doubt. 

Was Nord weg once the happy, free Country we 
have pointed out? Was ſuch the Policy of Dane- 
march? And did Swedeland enjoy the like Bleſſings? 
None can be ignorant of the Truth of the Affirma- 
tive, What is their preſent State? Abject Slav 
of the worſt Kind in Europe has fallen to the Lot dt 
the firſt and ſecond, and how long the third will 
keep clear of it, Heaven alone can tell. Perhaps, 
though ſome time under the Influence of French 
Modes and Intrigues of Government, the Meafure 
of their Iniquity is not yet filled. | 
Methinks, 1 hear ſome few inquiſitive Readers aſk 
how came theſe horrid Changes in theſe Northern 
States? No Nation ever thought the Countries worth 
the invading ? I ſhall anſwer him, they had that, to 
which we happy Britons are Strangers, home-bred, 
innate Vice, Depravity and Corruption, the Con- 
ſequences of Riches and Luxury, enough to make 
the Multitude in Time loſe Sight of every Principle 
of Virtue and good Policy; ſo that without the Aid 
or Interpoſition of any foreign Force, without one 
mercenary Soldier, from any other State, the Danes 
were able, with a little Court Craft and ſome Induſtry, 
to overturn the free Government of Nordweg firſt ; 
and when that was completely effected, in leſs than 
four Days the ſame ſhameleſs People put on Yokes and 
Fetters on their own Necks and Limbs, and rivetted 
them ſo effectually with their own Hands, while yet 


they could uſe them, that they were never able to 
ſhake 
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ſhake them off to this Day, but have ſince hung like 
Criminals in Gibbets, as Examples to the other 
States of Europe. | b ch g 

Thank the Stars! We ſtand in need of no ſuch 
Warning! Our Withers are unwrung ! We muſt ever 
eWult, when we find that we ſtand happy and ſecure 
in our own Integrity; that Corruption could never 
Taiſe her hated Head in any Election or other Part 
of our Adminiſtration ; that we are ſecure in the 
Wiſdom and Virtue of our Councils, which cauſe 
a free Diſpenſation of Law and Juſtice with Mercy 
to be equally extended to the remoteſt Parts of our 
Dominions. And when our Enemies muſt ſoon 
with us confeſs the invincible Fortitude of our do- 
meſtic and confederate Forces by Land and Sea. On 
theſe Matters, no Man that is not concerned, has 
Room to throw away a Word or a Thought. Away 
with them then! and let us examine the ſomething 
rotten in the State of Danemarch; firſt per- 
mitting me to comfort myſelf if not amuſe you, 
with an Anecdote in the Life of one of our Kings; 
which will hardly appear impertinent, to every Body. 

When Mr. Moleſworth, that ſhining Ornament to 


his Country, laid open the diſmal Hiſtory of fallen 


Danemarch, emphatically, but not deeply enough; 
it was tranſlated into the Languages of all the Coun- 
tries of Europe that retained their Freedom, A 
German Tranſlation ſoon got into Danemarch, and 
ſo galled that unhappy: People, now recently, fatally, 
feeling the Difference between Freedom and Vaſ- 


ſalage, that it rendered the Court fo hateful, and fo 


raked up the Wounds and Bruiſes of the newly in- 
ſlaved Subjects, that, had any of the ancient Spirit 


of Freedom fubſiſted, it muſt have raiſed an Inſur- 


rection. | | 
But this Performance galled the King more than 

it did any of his Subjects: Many of them bore their 

Stripes and Bonds well, very well, and * | 
uch 


God than a Man. 
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ſuch a Degree of Calloſity, as extinguiſhed all Senſi> 
bility. But he, who before held his Sceptre and his 
_ "Crown by and for the people, derived his Power and 
Majeſty from, and held it but in truſt; for, them; 
now, as by Inſpiration, ſaw himſelf the Lords 
anointed, a monarch by the Grace of God with an in- 
defeqſible, bereditary Right,' which was confeſſed as 
well Divine, as Miktary, to tyranniſe., He, no 
doubt, thought all Kings deſpicable, that were not as 
-deſpotic as he: And probably, by the Help of a few 
active Flatterers, Weeds that grow rampant about 
every Court, was made to think himſelf more of a 
It is hardly to be imagined, that this up ſkip Deſ- 
pot could bear an Infult from a mere Man, which, 
compared to Majeſty, could not be eſtimated above 
A Brute. And being the more incenſed againſt the 
Man, who ſharpely expoſed his Majeſty's lately aſ- 
ſumed Divinity, and threatened to diſturb his Deſ- 
potiſm, he could not help giving ſome Vent to his 
Choler, and, by his Ambaſſador, demanding Satiſ- 
faction for the Injury offered him by one of the 
Britiſh Subjects, which the Daniſh Tyrant looked 
upon as ſuch Vaſſals, as he had lately made his 
own People. 4 I» door 
The King of Britain received the Daniſh Am- 
baſſador with due Reſpect; heard his Remonſtrance 
againſt Mr. Molesworth with great Attention; and 
expreſſed his Concern, that any of the Britiſh Sub- 
jets ſhould offer any Offence to the King or 
Subjects of Danemarch : and could not help pro- 
miſing do all in his Power to ſatisfy offended 
_ Majeſty. | Ct af 2 
Nothing being likely to be done in this mighty 
Matter, the Ambaſſador, or perhaps his Maſter, 
grew more importunate, and ſeemed to blame our 
_ *King for not more ſpeedily inflicting ſome violent, 
arbitrary Puniſhment, beyond his Power. Upon 
gel | 8. 18, 
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this, our King confeſſed himſelf at ſome Loſs, and 
deſired to know what Satisfaction his good Brother 
demanded ? To which the Ambaſſador replied, 
© Sir, the King my Malter, however injured, is too 
« reſpe&ful to your Majeſty, to preſcribe any Me-. 
* thod of puniſhing your offending Subjects. But, 


© if one of his had offended any Monarch, eſpecially 


your Majeſty, in ſuch a Manner as one of yours 
„has done; the King would ſtraitway order him to 


be confined for Life in a Dungeon, where he ſhould 


never breathe freſh Air, ſee the Light of Heaven, 
or hear a human Voice”, | 
Whereupon our King quickly rejoined, * Good 
Sir, ſpeak ſoftly, and keep this intirely to your- 
'« ſelf; For, if it ſhould come to Mr. Moleſworth's 
Ears, in Spite of all I can do to the contrary, he 
© will certainly put it into the next Edition of his 
© Book.* Thus the Ambaſſador, of a petulant, 
Muſhroom Tyrant, was ſilenced by the true Spirit of 
a Britiſh King. See the Difference between a wild, 
lawlefs Tyrant, and a juſt King governing by Laws 


made by a wiſe and free People, by the Counſels 
of his political Children! But away with odious Com- 


pariſons, and to the Purpoſe. ; | 
Till my next leifure Hour, Farewel! . Aa 
4 4 Yours, Ge. 
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Danemarch, and got himſelf ſettled on that 
Throne, than he began to ſlight his antient King- 
dom, removed his Court, and ſettled his Reſidence 


NA ſooner had Haquin wedded the Daughter of 


entirely in his new Kingdom; judging it ſufficient 


to govern his old Realm by a Viceroy or Subſtitute. 


For the greateſt Part of the Reign of this King 
and Queen, the Jealouſies of the duped Nordwegians 
were prevented from riſing to any viſible Extremes, 
2 | C by 
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by keeping up the d of a Court at Bergen, * 
ſending one of the moſt reſpectable and powerful of 
the Nobility, and ſometimes one of the Royal Fa- 
mily, to convoke the Dyets and to hold the Reins of 
Government in that nearly abandoned Kingdom. 

But theſe gnaw ing diſcontents of the Nordwegians 
were calmed, or rather ſuppreſſed for a while, by 
the Death of Haquin, who was a proud Man, of an 
haughty, imperious and fiery Spirit, which the Wiſ- 
dom of his Queen was barely able to moderate. 
Upon this, King's Death, his Son, Olaus VI. a 
well diſpoſed, but weakly Youth, was called to the 
Throne of Danemarch, and, for Want of knowing a 


fitter or a more likely to protect them, he was ſoon 


after acknowledged as their King by the Nordwegians 3 
not without ſome Murmurin ings of Diſcontent againſt 
the Iſſue of a King who had abandoned them, and 


the Queen of a People who looked upon their King- 
dom with ſo evil an Eye as the Danes. 


But knowing no better Expedient, they. beine, 
They were very agrecably diſappointed in their Ap- 
prehenſions: For the young King was entirely go- 


verned by the Counſels of his Mother, which were 


equally wiſe and juſt. They had a, Viceroy, once i 
a Year, in peaceable Times; and had their Dyet 1 
nually convoked. But in Wars and Troubles, a 

Viceroy was ſeldom ſent, and then a Stranger was 
appointed, who, made but a ſhort Reſidence among 


them; which prevented their Animoſities ſubſiding. 
Olaus, being Grandſon of Magnus. Samech; late 
King of Swedeland, he demanded that Crown, 
which was ſometimes permitted to deſcend in a Kind 
of hereditary Succeſſion, as all the Northern Crowns 
on ſome Occaſions were: But this hopeful King's 


premature Death prevented his ſeeing his Demands 


_ . fulfilled, as N were in bleme , in his 
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5 1 deſire to accommodate myſelf to che Ca 
cities of my Readers, of which, under the 5 Going 
have. not the higheſt Opinion; I wiſh I knew ſome 
Means of conveying to them, juſt Ideas of a Cha- 
racter which I fear is beyond the Conceptions of the 
ordinary Politic- mongers of the Age. 
Ml.oſt of you have read, at leaſt the Nes Paper 
Accounts of that illuſtrious Heroine, and at preſent 
faithful Friend and Ally of our Country, whoſe 
Houſe, for its many conſpicuous Virtues, particularly 
in preſerving the Freedom of the Elections of Empe: 
rors of Germany and Kings of the Romans, in mode-, 
rating the Rigour of eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, and pr 
ting and protecting the Proteſtant Religion, ang 
in ſupporting a Branch of the Royal Family, of Bri- 
tain in its juſt and lawful Title to a Principality — 
Electorate in the Holy Roman Empire, if not to a 
Kingdom; and for other like Excellencies, has been 
for Ages ſupported at the Expence of many Thou- 
of; Lives and ſeyeral, Millions of Britiſh Pounds, 
In ſearching the ſame: Legends, you have read of the 
preſent chaſte and pacific Empreſs of Ruſſia, or per- 
haps of the late magnanimous Czarina: Put all their 
Senſe and all their Virtues together; they could conve cy, 
| but a faint Idea of Margaret of Danematch. 
Some of you may poſſibly remember, or have hea 
your Grannums talk of, her, who, for a while raiſed 
the Glory of her Country, and ſhook the neighbour; 
ing Tyrant's Throne, before falſe Counſellors in her 
Decline of Health, diminiſhed the Luſtre of her 
Reign, our Royal Anne; but even here, the Com- 
pariſon will hardly hold. 15 
Are there any among you who * any Thel 
the Golden Days of that Paragon of good Princes, 
the Wiſe, the Learned, the Magnanimous, the Pu- 
blic-ſpiriced, the Patriot, the Great, the good Cl 
Elizabeth; ſſie, who gave every juſt Encouragement 
to good Scnſe, Learning, Valour, Arts, Sciences, 
0: 
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and Commerce: who paid due regard to Merit i 
the humbleſt Station; promoted the Virtuous and 
Wiſe, regardleſs of their Ranks and Fortunes; who 
beſtowed the public Employ ments upon Men that were 


capable of diſcharging the Truſt, rather than on 
Courtiers that wanted them; who by the Prudence 
and Juſtice of her Conduct, ſuppreſſed and fruſtrated 


Plots at Home; and by her Wiſdom and Fortitude, 


diſſolved Conſpiracies of the moſt powerful States 

about her againſt her and her People; ſhe, Whoſe 
Frown ſtruck Terror into more than Huf the Globe, 
while ſhe ſecured the Peace and Freedom, the Great- 
neſs of her own Subjects, ſo as to make them envied by 


the Reſt of Mankind ? If to this glorious Character 


you add the beſt Part of that of Semiramis, Queen 


of Aſſyria, without any of her Faulty, you mer ping 


an Idea of our Heroine. 


© Upon the Death of her Son Olaus, the Danes 104 
Nordwegians choſe Margaret for their Queen. She 


took her Siſter's Grandion, Erick, called Pomeran, 
from his Country, to be her Aſſociate in the Govern- 
merit: She waged War againſt the Swedes, defeated 
them, and took their King, Albert, Priſoner; foon 
after which, the States of Swedeland declared for Mar- 

garet, and choſe her their Queen. 

She detained the conquered King with his Son; 
Priſoners, till they formally and ſolemnly renouneed 
all Pretenſions to the Throne of Swedeland. ren 
which, ſhe got Erick choſen King in his Place. 

"All this had not redounded much to the Hong 
of this Queen, in the Eſtimation of cool Heads, had 
ſhe not viſibly taken all theſe Pains for the manifeſt 
Intereſts of the Northern Kingdoms, without any 
Tincture of private Views: This is evident from her 
cauſing a general Aſſembly of the States of Swede- 
land, Danemarch, and Nordweg to meet at Calmar, 
in the Year 1395, where, by the perſuaſive Force 
of her Wilton and cas. ra ſhe brought the 

g States 
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States readily to agree to a Scheme of Polity, which 
ſhe had framed, calculated upon the wholeſome 
Principles of the antient Polity of the three King- 
doms, which ſhe now revived for the common Good 
of them all. | wy | 
In order to unite theſe three Kingdoms effectually, 
and prevent the Bloodſhed and Deſolation, which con- 
tinual Struggles for their ſeveral Crowns, upon the, 
Death of almoſt every Prince occaſioned; this wiſe. | 
and worthy. Queen now propoſed, that the three 
Kingdoms ſhould be, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 


united under one common Head, conſtituting but one 
elective Monarchy ; that, upon the Demiſe of the 


reigning Prince, or during his Lifetime, by his Con- 


ſent, the Succeſſor ſhould be elected and declared, by 


the joint, equal Suffrages of the States, of the three 
Nations in Diet aſſembled; that each Kingdom ſhould 


de governed by it's own Laws and Cuſtoms, defended 


by it's own Troops, by whom alone all the For- 
treſſes ſhould be garriſoned, and that no Foreign Sol- 
diers or armed Men, even from any one of the united 
Kingdoms, ſhould upon any Pretence enter the other, 
without the general Conſent of the States; that no 
Stranger ſhould be ennobled, or preferred to any ci- 


vil or military Employment, or to any eccleſiaſtical 


Benefice, and that ineach Kingdom, it's own Natives, 
being found. equal in Merit to thoſe of the others, 
ſhould always be preferred ; and that the General 
Diet ſhould be compoſed of the States of the three 
Kingdoms in equal Numbers, and ſhould for the fu- 


ture aſſemble once every Year on a ſtated Day at 


Helmſtadt, in the Province of Halland, and as often 


as the Emergencies of the State ſhould require, upon 


the King's Summons. 


Thus Margaret immortaliſed herſelf, by contriving 
that Union, which bore the Name of Calmar, where 


the States freely, joyouſly, thankfully gave it their 
Solemn San tion; the good Effects of which nothing 
| C 3 Las 


( 8 
but the Perverſeneſs of human Nature 1 obſtruct. 
The heroic Queen, now pleafed with the happy 
| Proſpect, ſhe, had thus provided for the People, 72 
dee with greater Pleaſure than ſhe. had Rede 
Throne, and ſoon after, about the Year 13 
had the additional Satisfaction of ſeeing a grate 39% 
free People chuſe her Kinſman and SU 19 Erick, 
her Succeſſor. She lived retired. the Remainder of 
her Life; and. Changed it for Immortality in the 
Year 1412. 
Erick gives us fatal Proof of the ſad Uncertainty « of 
buman Ats He ſoon for got or deſpiſed the 
Union of Calmar, Which 1 entitled bin to a 
Crown; he governed by bis Paſſions, without any Re- 
gard to Law, and ſoon, rendered the wiſe Proviſions 
of the Great Queen Margaret uſeleſs. 4 
He deſpiſed. all his Subjects, and held them in great 
Contemps, m making, ſome deſpicable Foreigners his 
inions and chief Confidents. This irritated the 
Swedes and diſguſted the Danes But of all the Kipg- 
doms, he. deſpiſed Nordweg moſt, and was pleaſed 
wich every Opportunity of ſhewing his diſregard: For 
he N to diſclaim their Affection; tho? he was 
afterwards forced to ſeek it, when he couldnot preſume 
to. meet the States, General at Helmſtadt. | 
The King's. growing and. viſible Contempt of the 
Nordwegians was daily increaſed b 1 a jealouſy, which 
his favourite Subjects the Danes ſtrongly expreſſed. 
Theſe cryed out, that the Nordwegians were a 
ſtrong, a bold, an hardy, a numerous and a warlike 
People; that they had many convenient Ports and 
Harbours, and lay between them and the 1 
Trade, and that they muſt prove dangerous Riva 
to Danemarch, if the Government did not find 
Means of humbling them, of ſuppreſſing} their war- 
like Spirit, reſtraining. their Trade, and bringing 
them into ſtrict Subjection to the Diet of Danemarch, 
be without which, 1 W chemſelves in 1 5 
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tual Danger, notwithſtanding the King's fixing, at 
the preſent,” his Reſidence among them, of becom- 


* ſome Time dependant on Nordweg. | 
his perverſe Spirit grewdaily ſtronger, and ſhewed 


itſelf more and more in every ſucceeding King of 


Danemarch, as wellas in the whole People. And for its 
Gratification, it was judged expedient to abridge the 
Viceroy's Stay among them, as well as to ſend Per- 
ſons of inferior Note and ſometimes the moſt con- 
temptible, the moſt abandoned and deteſted of the 
Caſt Courtiers, to ſerve that once honorable and im- 


portant Office; and after a while, it was made a Rule 


of Daniſh. Policy not to ſuffer a Native of Nordweg 
to come into that or indeed any of the other great 
Offices of the Kingdom ; which were henceforth to be 


filled with. Danes only. 
Dupes as the Nordwegians long remained, they 


could not always continue inſenſible of theſe Slights 


and Oppreſſions. It could not fail of giving a more 
ſenſible and ſpirited Averſion to the Danes and all 
their Meaſures of Adminiſtration, and raifing ſuch a 
wg Diſtruſt in the Crown, that they began in ſome 
cceeding Reigns to enquire into the Cauſes of theſe 
Impoſitions, to dread worſe Calamities, and to pro- 
ſe to one another ſome Means of redreſſing the 
Perßene and obviating future dreaded Grievances. 
The Nordwegians had yet retained juſt Senſe 
enongh to reſent this illegal and unjuſt Treatment, 
and ſome went ſo far as to judge themſelves bound 
to pay no Regard to a King, who trampled the 


_ Union of Calmar and the other Laws under Foot; and 


therefore reſolved to chuſe a King for themſelves. _ 

Various Perſons were by angry Heads, in tumultu- 
ous Aſſemblies, propoſed ; but few found equal to the 
Taſk. The Court had had Charms enough to attract all 
the Nobility of Weight to Danemarch; where they 
found Means of running out their Fortunes, and then 
were content to rely on the King for Subſiſtence. The 
C5444 6 4 Clergy, 


LY 


Clergy, who ia all Countries flouriſh beſt within the 
Verge of a Court, went in Flocks thither. Many of 
the conſiderable Burgeſſes thought it not proper to live 

in a Country thus deſerted; and the few that re- 
mained with the Paiſantry were ſo divided for Want 
of Heads or Leaders, that all their Attempts, pro- 
miſing no Succeſs, were at length laid aſide in a Kind 
of Deſpondency. 
This, to the Court, Ee indeed to all the Danes, | 
appeared a complete Victory; they triumphed greatly 
upon it; and ever after, affected to look upon the 
ordwegians as a ſpiritleſs, even as a conquered Peo- 
{1 ple, who for the future were to. be treated as ſuch, by 
impoſing not only Kings, but all other Officers of 
State upon them, without any Regard to the Union 
of Calmar or their Concurrence in the Election, and 
ruling them by Laws, to which they could not give 
their Conſent. The very characteriſtic of Slavery! 

Here began the Tyranny of the Danes, and the 

Reduction, the Slavery of the duped Nordwegians. 
And from this Era I date the Downfall of Dane- 
march, which Mr. Molſeworth tells us took it's Riſe, 
and came to a Concluſion within the Compaſs of four 
Days only. 

The poor Nordwegians were not intirely inſenſible 
of the Ruin like to enſue theſe violent Outrages And 
what rendered their Grievances the more intollerable, 
they ſaw themſelves utterly deprived of all Means of 
redreſſing them: Their Navy was neglected and re- 
duced ; their Councils broken and headleſs; and no 


| - probable Means of extricating themſelves from the 


preſent, or of obviating future Calamities, could of- 
ter amidſt the direful Coufuſion that muſt have at- 
tended this Shock, ' 

All this however might hardly have kept the en- 
raged Populace quiet. There was a more powerful 
Motive. They, as well as the Danes had long had a 
Jealouſy of the Swedes, which ,at Times broke out 


into 
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dans furious Wars, which always kept up a mortal 


Enmity between the three Nations. This made the 
Nordwegians . dread a falling out with Danemarch, 
the Conſequence of which might be falling under the 
more dreaded Yoke of Swedeland : The one they as 


yet looked upon as a ſomewhat leſs Evil than — | 


other; and therefore let their Reſentment to the 
Danes ſeem to ſubſide in Hopes of a fairer Opportu- 
nity of regaining their loſt Liberties. 

Inthis Dilemma, they received ſome Satisfaction from 

the ſeeming Lenity, or ratherthe Cunning of the King, 
who ſent his near Kinſman, Bogiſlaus, Son to the new. 
Duke of Pomerania, to be their Viceroy. The 
Splendor of this Prince's Court brought back ſome 
of the Nobles, Clergy, and Burgeſſes, who had for 
ſome Time attended the Court at Danemarch. It 
pleaſed the Reſt, while it ſerved to amuſe the Pai- 
ſantry and the whole Populace. 
Now, they begin to conceive ſome Hopes of a 
Reſtoration of their Government to the proper Chan- 
nel, and ſeemed to be contented with the Shadow of 
Majeſty in a Viceroy; provided the other Parts of 
the Adminiſtration were carried on in the legal Form 
and Courſe. 

This Governor finding out the Diſpoſition of the 
People, ſtudying his own Eaſe, and above all, judg- 
ing violent Meaſures dangerous and deſtructive of 
the Ends in View, which were, by all means to ſub- 
jugate the Nordwegian State to that of Danemarch ; 
agreed to the ſummoning an Aſſembly of the States. 
This greatly rejoiced the People in general, be- 
ſpoke a Regard to the Crown, and raiſed a great 
Confidence in the Viceroy. 

The Diet was freely choſen and met in ſeeming 
good Humour, The Viceroy declared his Commil- 
ſion, the tender Regard, the King, his Kinſman and 
Maſter, bore them, and his Determination to pre- 


ſerve their Rights and n ſhewed that it was 
not 


1 


not then in his Power to come in Perſon to viſit 


them; but that he ſhould ever be attentive to their 


true Intereſt. Said, that his Majeſty demanded no- 
thing but what they judged proper for the · Support of 

their Eſtabliſhment. pms 20m wy the Review of 
the Laws, due Care of their Land and Naval Forces; 
the Extenſion of Trade; the Improvement of Arts, 
and every Thing elſe that was popular. | 

This, like a Charm, inſtantly, effectually regained 
the Affections of the People. In Anſwer to it, 
each Houſe made a proper Addreſs to the Viceroy, 
Soon after, ſome propoſed the granting of Subſidies ; but 

' wiſer Heads thought it beſt to begin with electing a 
5 WE his could not fail of giving ſome Alarm to 

But, all Fears were removed by finding 
they only meant to chuſe for themſelves the ſame 
King, they' had before choſen at the ineffectual Union, 
and prevent his being impoſed upon them by the Danes; 
ſo they paſſed an Act electing the preſent King in 
Form, as they had done ſome of his Predeceſſors. 

When this paſſed all the Forms and received the 
Royal Aſſent, not before, the | ſeveral States made 
their reſpective Addreſſes to the King. The Nobles 
and the Clergy would have done it ſooner; but drea- 
ded to bring upon them the Reſentment of the Bur- 
ghers and Paiſants, which muſt have been followed 
by that of the People at large. 

When this was done, Subſidies were granted, and 
every other Part of the publick Bufineſs was diſpat- 
ched to the general Satisfaction of the Court, as well 
as to that of the Country, who had now lodged a 
mutual Confidence in each other. And all being 
brought to a Concluſion, the Seffion ended i in all Ap- 
| pe et; happily. 

Nothing of any remarkable Py WO aroſe dur- 
ing this Seſſion; except ſome Diſputes about cer- 
tain Forms of Procedure both in the Diet and 
in the ſupreme Court we" Judicature.” To complete 
20 i , theſe, 
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theſe, new Laws were propoſed. But theſe. Mo- 
tions were artfully oppoſed by ſome, who moved, 
that they ſhould be referred to the King and ſupreme 
Court of Judicature at Danemarch; where, it was 
pteſumed, there were not only Men of Indifference 
and Integrity, but Lawyers perfectly knowing in the 
fundamental Laws of all theſe Northern States, which 
ſtood upon much the ſame Baſis. N 2 
None had Penetration enough to ſee through this 
artful Motion, which for Peace Sake paſt. Nothing 
could pleaſe the Court and all the Danes more than 
ſuch an Application to them, as ſeemed to acknow- 
ledge a Superiority in that Court, The Court there- 
fore took it into-ſolemn Conſideration, and moſt for- 
mally, indeed ſatisfactorily, decided the Queſtion, 
and ſent it pompouſly ingroſſed, under the Seal of the 
Court, as a ſolemn, Decree. ; 
This being done to the Satisfaction of the Movers 
of the Queſtion, was, upon their Motion, allo re- 
ceived and recorded as a final Deciſion of the Points 
in Diſpute. But it has proved the moſt fatal Stum- 
bliog-Block, that could be thrown in the Way. of a 
falling People: This laid the firſt Foundation for the 
Danes or their Courts aſſuming any Sort of Superi- 
ority over thoſe of Nordweg. And from this, ſingle 
Application to their King at a Diſtance, for his pa- 
ternal Advice and Interpoſition to ſolve the Doubts 
and compoſe the Miſunderſtandings of his Nordwe- 
gian Subjects, have the Danes ever ſince claimed a 
Superiority in Juriſdiction to the ſupreme Judicature 
in Nordweg, and ſubje&ed the People, at im- 
menſe Hazards and intollerable Expences, to appeal 
from the Determination of their Court, to that of 
Danemarch, from that Day to this. 
It is hard to ſay, that the firſt Kings, who ruled at 
once Nordweg, Danemarch, and Swedeland, ſnould 
ſo early, and while their Titles to the Throne was 
but elective, lay Schemes to inſlave the former firſt, 
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to facilitate their Intentions of including the latter in 
the ſame Yoke. bad Bn | 


But it ſhews, that all ſupreme Magiſtrates, let their 


Title be what it may, 'and whoever is to ſucceed to 
their Authority, are ever graſping at Power. This 
is a Leſſon to all Men, that regard their Freedom or 
that of their Poſterity, to watch and guard againſt 
every, the ſlighteſt Incroachment of their Magiſtrates; 


ſince thoſe, who are poſſeſſed of the Power, are ſeldom 


or never found to give up any Point, that tends to 


ſtrengthen or enlarge their Dominion. Nero wiſhed 
that all Mankind had but one Head; only for the 
- Difficulty he found to manage the many. No King 


likes to head more than one conſiderable Govern- 
ment, and to this would make all his more diſtant 


Territories ſubſervient. 


_ How far our Schemes of Policy prove Exceptions to 
this Rule is very obvious; when all the World 
knows, as well as you, that the remoteſt Dominions 

of our Crown have their free and independant Parli- 
aments, Councils, &c. where nothing is demanded, 
nothing done, but in due Courſe of Law; and that 


the Subjects are univerſally governed by Laws, to 
which they give their Conſent; which denominate a 


free People, from whom, all Marks of preſent Fear 


of future Slavery are far removed. But no more of 


this ; ſince Home is perfectly ſecure by the Means of 
wiſe and uncorrupt Councils and formidable foreign 


Forces, without any Likelihood of being infeſted by 


a Mob of Militia ; let us amuſe ourſelves wiſely at 
the Expence of our Neighbours; looking uncon- 
cerned at the various Revolutions and Declenſions of 


their States, upon the never-failing Aſſurance of our 
_ infallible Security at Home, © © 


When I thus endeavour to amuſe the plodding Po- 
litic-mongers of this and the neighbouring Iſle, and 


to divert them from the dangerous and now epidemic 
Frenzy of reading News- papers, and thinking and 


ſpeaking 


. ( 29 ) 
ſpeaking of Naval Equipments and Engagements; of 
hanging or burning untried, unheard, preſumed Of- 
fenders; of Game Acts, Militias, againſt Foreign 
Troops, and other ſuch like Matters, that muſt ever 
lie beyond the Conception of the Vulgar, and ſuch as 
are not deeply verſed in the impenetrable Secrets and 
profound Myſteries of State - Managers; ] expect to be 
attended to, and to find that my Labours are not 
in vain ; that you ſmoke your Tobacco in filence, 
and touch no more upon Home Politics; and that you 
follow me through the colder Climates of the North. 
Adieu! | Tous, e. 


RTV. | 
The Cauſes of the Deſtrution f the Free Govern- 
ments of Nordweg and Danemarch continued. 


OST 1 Magiſtrates, by whatſoever 
NI Titles they are diſtinguiſhed, unavoidably 
ſhew an Averſion to the calling of Councils. Moſt 
Men have an inſatiable Luft for Power. Pride riſes 
generally in proportion. to the Zeal or imaginary 
Extent of Power poſſeſſed. And, being forced to 

conſult. Men, looked upon as his inferiors by infi- 
nite Odds, muſt be no ſmall Mortification to him, 
that is, or would be, a Monarch; as it muſt hurt 
his Pride, and may curb his Ambition, | 


. 


I n this illuminated, happy Age, it may be diffi- 
cult to conceive this in Britain, whoſe Kings, for 
Ages paſt, as well as this, have been ſo illuſtrious an 
Exception to this Obſervation, that none dare charge 
them or their Subſtitutes, in the remoteft Parts of 
the Dominions, with having ſhewn any Unwillingneſs 
to meet. and conſult their Parliaments; when they 
were compoſed of Men to their mind, or appointed 
for a ſufficient length of Time, to learn the Duty of 
Members to their Sovereign, or his Repreſentatives, 
Since then, annual and triennial Parliaments are 
by ſage and deep penetrating Heads deemed dange- 
mo | rous 
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rous to the People, or unfit for the | Purpoſes of our 


Wile and Righteous Rulers ; free- elected, uncorrupt, 
yea, uncorruptible Parliaments,” appointed to ſerve 


"the Length of, an ordinar / Apprenticeſhip, or occaſit 


onally longer, if they ſee it expedient; have been 


| called to aſſemble every Year ; to the Honour of the 


Sovereign, the Happineſs of the People in general, and 


the particular Satisfaction, not to ſay emolument, of 
the Majority of the Parliament. And whatever might 
have been tranſacted by them; on the Behalf of the 


Crown, it is notorious, that nothing has been demanded, 
in the Memory of Man, here or in Ireland, by the 
King or his Lieutenant, more than the uſual, neceſſary 
Supplies. Then, to ſhew to what a Pitch, the Pa- 
triot Spirit has improved here, beyond any thing 
known in any other Nation, or in this, in any 
former Time; inſtead” of our "Members | receiving 
Wages from their Conſtituents for every Day they 
ſerved in one of the ſhort ' Seſſions of their Antient 
annual Parliaments; we ſee generous, great Men 
now, not only folliciting for the! Service, but ſpend- 
ing Eight or Ten Thouſand Pommds, yea, ſacrificing 
their whole Fortunes and ſometimes running the Ri 
of their Lives, to have the Satisfaction of ſerving th 
Public, without demanding any Wages of them; 
long Years'or more. Let an Age ot Country 

as much. And who but a Fool, 


and that not for a Twelvemonth or ſo, but . 
ſt 
Calt 


can throw away a 


[ 


thought upon the Pablic Concerns committed tô th 


Conduct of fuch' Wiſe and Virtubus Hands? But. 


* 
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Whatever might have been the Diſpoſitions of the 
Kings of Nordweg, while they kept their Court in 
that Kingdom; they now thought no more of it; 
than as of a neceſſary: Appendage to Danemarch, 0 
rather as a Tract of Land, that they wiſhed de- 


ſtroyed rather then preſerved, and only kept it in 


their Hands, to keep it out of the Hands of neigh+ 
bouring Powers, who might render it in all Reſpect 
formidable to its new Tyrants: ' One only Advan- 
tage, was ſeen in keeping it, by the Court, and for 
which alone, a Shadow of the antient Government 
was kept there from Time to Time; the Ae 
was this. 

The late, well inſtructed, 5 Viceroy ſled 
40 Schemes of the Court ſo well, that certain Fi- 
nances were granted in perpetuity to the Crown. 


Theſe were given on a pretence of eaſing the Sub- 
ject of all future Impoſitions; to enable the King to 


ſupport the civil Eſtabliſhment, as it then ſtood a- 


mong them; and to maintain a r Force by 


Land and Sea to defend the State. . 

Theſe Grants raiſed conſiderable Sumb mote hin | 
was expended in the Service of that Government; and 
this, the Preſent and all ſucceeding Kings applied to 
what Purpoſes they thought fit, in Danemarch, Jut- 
land or elſewhere. So that in ſome ſucceeding Reigns, 
we: ſhall-find it applied to the worlt;>»Purpoles, that 
could be deviſed; to debauch, to make and to pay Pro- 
ſtitutes of various Denonilidecitne: Sometimes the Court 


Sycophants of Dane march, and ſometimes the Royal 


Handmaids got Penſions upon the Nordwegian Eſta- 
bliſnment; ſometimes, it was given to corrupt a 
Daniſh Election, or to bribe the Elected; by way 


ol preſent or annual Penſion. And thus Nordweg 


became a convenient privy Purſe to the King; who 
did not think himſelf accountable to the Diet of ei- 
ther Kingdom for any Sums, he could draw thence; 
fon, + at r e the King nne for nop 4 


NY + 


1 


| FW. 
was allowed by the States a ſufficient Diſcharge for 
the Treaſurer. This however was attended with ſome 
. . uſeful Conſequences; for, on account of this alone, every 
King thought himfelf intereſted in protracting the 
Ruin of Nordweg upon which the Danes were long 
| ' Jntent, How: widely different from the political 
i Oeconomy of the King and: People of theſe happy 
Kingdoms? O! Wiſe, O! Great and happy Britons! 
| Scots! And Hibernianns 
It is ſcarce” poſſible for a modern honeſt Briton to 
believe that ſuch abominable Perverſeneſs could get 
footing in human Hearts: We are to bleſs our Fate, 
who find, that no King ſo wicked as to demand per- 
petual Taxes, no Parliament ſo fooliſh, fo laviſh, ſo 
fidious as to, grant them, ever infeſted any Part 
of our happy Dominions; and eſpecially when we 
find no Part of the Funds, calculated for the Support 
of the States, are or can be ſquandered upon Panders 
and Paraſites, or to efface all Senſe of Virtue and 
Freedom, by bribing and corrupting the Servants of 
the States. While this is the Caſe, Britain may ex- 
ult, aſſured of the Permanence of her Freedom and 
Power, and look down with Pity and Contempt on 
thoſe deſpicable People, that with their Virtue have 
neceſſarily loſt their Liberty. Thanks to the propiti- 
dus Stars! Such Slaves are far removed from theſe 
free Kingdoms; therefore, let us look abroad; and 
tLWdefrace out the Cauſes of the downfall of Danemarch, if 
1 pou do not Freeze in the Climate, or Narrative. 
Þ| _ 1+ Theſe Subſidies, thus ſecured in Perpetuity to the 
15 Crown; it was now judged quite unneceſſary to be 
1 at the Expence of ſending a: Viceroy to reſide in 
1 Nordweg continually. Therefore, one was ſent there 
Wi |  ,once-in Two or Three Years and ſometimes only 
# . occaſionally,» when the Court wanted to give ſome of 
Wil | it's Schemes the Sanction of the Diet. And then, 
Somebody of inferior Note ſerved the Purpoſe, 
=. whoſe ſtay there was no. longer than the executi 
1 bis Commiſſion; which generally ſucceeded within 
8 the Compaſs of a few Months. This 
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This could not fail of ſhocking the more ſenfible 
| Nordwajham, who murmured at it in Secret. The 


| leſs Diſcreet cryed out loudly againſt it. But, each 
' ſoon ſaw the Folly of their ill- timed feeble Refiſt- 


ance: Their Diet had given perpetual Subſidies to 
the Crown, and theſe kept up a ſtanding Army, be- 
fore unknown in Nord weg, conſtantly on Foot, and 


now able, and ordered, to keep the. whole People 


in Awe and Sabjection. But, the Impoſitions of 
the Government did not ſtop here. / When theſe Op- 


preſſions went quietly down, others were ſoon after 
impoſed. The Diet was by antient Laws to be 
elected, as well as convoked, every Tear. This, 
the Court judged troubleſome; and ever hereafter 
ſummoned the old Diet occaſionally, without any 
new Election, during the Life of the Member or the 
King, unleſs upon ſome Diſlike, they were diſſolved. 
So a Seat in the Diet of Nordweg was reckoned for 
Life. An Evil unknown in theſe free Kingdoms. 
Thus were the Danes gratified by the duping and 

inſlaving theſe miſtaken Objects of their Dread and 
Envy, by overturning their political Conftitution, 
In conſequence of Which, they thought themſelves 


bound in Gratitude to lee ſome Return to their co- 


operating King; whom they now conſidered as a 
victorious Hero, that had juſt vanquiſhed their moſt 
dangerous Foes : The King, (how unlike our moſt 
gracious'Kings of Britain!) Reſolved to avail him- 
ſelf of the political Complacency of the Daniſh Sub- 


jects. He prudently reſolved not to be too High 
in his Demands, and therefore at firſt contented him- 

ſelf with deſiring, that the Appointment of the great 

Officers of the State, of the Senators, of che Bu 

- maſters,” or chief Magiſtrates of Towns and Cities, 
and of the Landgraaves, or Governors of Counties, 
Officers bearing ſome Analogy to our Shirereeves or 


3 ons be yOu ot in the Crown. 
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Though this was a Demand of a moſt extraordi” 
ut Nature, one which no goed King could makes 
bo which no wile, free People could grant; yet, 

— ſome: inconſiderable Oppoſition in the Houſe of 
Paiſants, it paſt into a Law; So that the infatu- 
ated Danes, by giving inio the Hands of the King, 
this exorbitant, Power, of nominating all theſe great 
Officers, the. Judges and Executioners of the Laws 
and the Preſidents in the Elections of the Members 
of the two moſt conſiderable States of the Legiſlature, 
gave the Crown an Iatereſt and an Influence, whic 
theſe. ſhort Gehted Mortals did not at firſt apprehen 
and whoſe dire Effects, in eaceſt of Time, they ſe- 
verely . 

What Briton can ED exukiog, whip — how 
clear our. righteous. Kings have kept from the like 
_ deſtructive Ambition? How far, our wiſe and faithful 
Parliaments, from ſuch flaviſh, ſuch perfidious Con- 
ceſſions? This King and his People might have been 
great and happy, had he but ſquared his Conduct by 
the Union of Calmar, or the other Laws of the 
Land, or by any Rules of Honour or good Policy. 
| 2 out, by the Agreement of the three States, 

ing of Nordweg, Danemarch and Swedeland; and 
for a while, pleaſed them all. But in Time, hei for- 
got himſelf, began to be intoxicated with his great 
Power; thought it could never end; and judged he 
might rule. each Kingdom ſometimes. arbitrarily, 
provided he could keep upon Terms with the two 
Others. He began with alienating a Part of the 
Territories of /Danemarch //the Ifland of Rugen, 
which he granted in perpetuity to his Kinſmen and 
Succeſſors, the Dukes of Pomarania. This, the 
Danes bore with, for a While. When he thought 
the Reſentment of the Danes had ſubſided; he made 
bis next Attack on the Rights, of the Swedeau He 
made free with the Public Treaſure, violated tbe 
. Privileges of the Diet in many lnſtances, particularly 

in 
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in filling tie vacant. Employ ments of the Fa 

giving. them to Foreigners, his Pomeranian fol- 
lowers, without the nn aft the Senate or the 
States not 07 hg [os 
The Preferment of Foreigners s cauſed great jene 
lauſies/ Theſe gradually roſe to ſharp Piſcontents, 
which made the People at RE cry. aloud, .that 
the: King did not govern them ann. to his Co- 
ronation Oath. A8 
He was now diſturbed by theſe growing Diſeon- 


tente, to ſuch-a Pitch, that he thought it neceſſary fo 


his Eaſe and Safety to retire into Gothland. Where, 


he meditated, and to his Confidents ſpoke of, the 


appointing: a Succeſſor tothe Thrones; for which 
he named his Kinſman ; and truſty, Viceroy in Nord- 


weg, his Couzin Hogiſlaus- NOW, Duke, of Fo- 


aaa d od vi mt GOQY. DS10QIn1 z 
His reſiding in Gochland gave Offence to,all che 
States. But his preſuming to appoint ;a,Succeflor 
inraged the Danes exceſſively. 08 two Kingdems 
cryed out at onte againſt him, (Nord weg by Op- 
preſſion: being put out of the Queſtion; ) and al- 
moſt unanimouſly agreed to caſt him off, as an 
abandoned, perjured Tyrant. They therefore 
degraded and obliged him to quit 406 ne rates 


for ever. He, with Reluctance and by, Force 


obeyed, returned to Pomerania, where in melanr 
choly Madneſs, he ended his unhappy Life, hereft 
of his Dukedom, his Crowns and his Senſes, about 


the Lear 1439. A, ſad, but juſt Example to Ty⸗ 


rants - Quite undedeſſary to be ſhewun in Britain. 
Upon the Hepoſition of this Tyrant, his Nea 
phew, Chriſtopher Duke of Bayaria, was elected 


| — a Man of an inoffenſive, pacific Diſpoſition. 


who took Things, and heſt them. as be found zem, 
without giving much Satisfaction or great Diſſatiſ- 
— to any of che States. He died peaceably in 
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After the Death of Chriſtopher, the Danes would. 
hive choſen Adolphus, Duke of -Slefwick, their 


King; but he declined it, on Account of his Infir- 


mity and Age, RING to them his Ne- 
phew, Chriſtiern, Count of Oldenburgh. And in 
theſe Families, the Crowns of Nordweg as well as 
Danemarch continued by a Sort of Rotation, in 


General more like an hereditary Succeſſion than a 


free Election. ASL 
During the Reigns of ' Chriſtopher and: Chriftiern I. 


no Diet was aſſembled in Nordweg, excepting the 


ſecond Year of the later; and then nothing more 
was done, than acceding to the Election, before 


made by the Danes. The People now began clearly 


to ſee the Perfidy of the Kings of Danemarch, as 


well thoſe they had acknowledged, as thoſe that 


were impoſed upon them by the Inſolence and 
Cruelty of the Danes, whoſe galling Jealouſy and 
ſtrong Averſion, the Nordwegians could not fait 


ö of 8 very ſenſibly. 


t is eaſter to conceive than deſeribe the 158 f 


= Burnings, the Diſtreſſes and Anguiſh of the poor 


broken Nordwegians, when they ſaw the wretched 
Paſs, to which they were unthinkingly reduced. 
In vain, they made various Attempts to break their 


Bonds and to ſet up a King of their own chooſing: 


They found themſelves beſet with falſe Brethren, 


who betrayed their beſt Schemes, and with a ſtand- - 


Army, whoſe Force they were never able to 
Stem; ſo that every Struggle, this unhappy Peo- 
ple now made to regain their Liberty, ſerved but 


to rivet on their Chains the faſter; while every 


King, who laid any new Im fition upon them, 
was ſure of pear ſome Addition to his Power 


over the Danes, by the il|-judged Conceſſions of a 


ſtupid, beſotted, corrupt People, who in Time fell 


into the like 532 with _ which their unhal- 


A 


oy _— ” CF WT. v7 i BY... Is © — CO. IO 


4 


DO RU SPLIT CTOCWD 


4 


CTY» 
lowed Hands had dug for their unoffending, their 


inoffenſive Brethren of Nordweg. 
How hardly can Free Britons conceive, that any 


A Country ſhould produce ſuch cruel, ſuch ſhort- 


ſighted Slaves, as the Earth-born Race of Danes! 
While Nordweg and Danemarch were in Hearts, 
as in Name, united; while they had one common 
Head to govern them, one common Intereſt to 
ſerve; no Power could prevail againſt them; the 

muſt have been able to ſupport each other e 
the utmoſt efforts of Tyranny, at Home or from 
Abroad, to break their Union, or to abridge their 
Liberties. Nothing but Jealouſy could diſunite 
them. That helliſh Paſſion, combined with Envy, 
filled the malignant Breafts of the Danes, and 
made them run every Riſk to their own Freedom 
and Peace, to overturn or deſtroy thoſe of the 


I Nordwegi ans. 


It muſt be confeſſed, they ſucceeded to thei ut- 
moſt wiſhes : They ſaw all their Schemes againſt 
the Nordwegians take Place, to their entire Satis- 
faction: Theſe were gradually ſpoiled of every 


Thing that ſenſible Men hold dear: They were 


reſtrained in their Trade, and compleately bereft 
of their Liberties. But, no ſooner were the Nord- 
wegians thus entirely inſlaved, than the ſucceeding: 
Kings of Danemarch judged they might now wi ch 
Safety and Succeſs, practice upon the Danes, thoſe 


very Arts, which they had taught, and which 


proved fo- ſucceſsful in overturning the States of 
Nordweg. 


To this, the Tyrants had no Obſtacles to dread; 


as the Powers of the only Country, that might 


have been intereſted in ſupporting the Danes, in 
any Emergency, were now reduced, and the peo- 


ples Averſion raiſed to Extremes againſt the Au- 
.thors of their grievous Calamities. But, let us 
trace out the principal 1 * by which theſe once 


. free 
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free States were reduced to the abject Vaſſallage, 

with which they are now broken and diſgraced. 


This will properly fall under our Conſideration in 


in next and ſucerding Reigns, which are to be 
reſerved for the Subject of ' ſubſequent Letters; if 


theſe be read... | eit 
Let me conclude this with obſerving, what a 
Fund of boundleſs Joy is laid up for us Britons, 
when we can ſee ourſelves and Poſterity out of all 
Danger, all Poſſibility of ſuffering any Thing like 
the Fate of this forlorn People; as the Genius and 
Meaſures of our Government and Adminiſtration are 
as different, as the Climates in which we live. O! 
comfortable Infallibility! O! glorious Security! 
Let me not then find that one of you quits one 
favourite Diverſion,” to think ſeriouſſy of any thing, 
eſpecially in State Kffairs. 2 1 your Mornings 
in Viſiting and Gaming. And for your Evenings, 
ſollicit fome of the late great Minorca Miniſters, to 
ſecure you an Italian Opera; but let the Females be 
5 as the Male-warblers are, to prevent ſuch 
diſappointments, as in the laſt. Then ſuppreſs 
all Engliſh Operas, for the better Support of the 
Foreign mutilated Choroiſters. See if you can alſo get 
an Unintelligible Burletto, and by all Means, en- 
gage 4 ſet of French Tragicomedians, and danc- 
ing Dogs. At the ſame Time, fee that the Britiſh 
Theatre be inſlaved by Law of kept in ſervile Sub- 
jection by lawleſs Force. Be all Managers, and 
rejoice in your own-Noife and Confuſion of all Or- 
der and Decorum. Recall the wandering Mother 
Midnight to revive her Oratory; and when the 
ſqueamiſh Magiſtrates will not ſuffer you to Enjoy 
theſe innocent, edifying Amuſements, till the fourt 
Commandment be repealed; go to the Coffee- 
_ houſe; in the Morning, to read this Paper, if you 
be not better engaged at Cards, and in the Even- 
ing, indulge your Deyotion, or take a Nap with 
N *Ofaror — — 55 'T Let 


. 
Let me not for the World find you with wrinkled 
8 and Arms in folded, crying, tber was a 
 Time—there may be Men e could if we Would 
In the nert Seſſion account for Miſconducs. 
the M — Was Homft and Wiſe-—-+- If Patriot 
Orators—-—1Tf P could be depended on- 
The city Remonſtrate, or any other of the like =? 
giving Sayings: or doubtful Inſinuations. Leave 
theſe Things to proper Hands. Look upon them 
as out of your Spheres, Be not faithleſs, but believ- 
ing. Think that all things are Right and return 
to your pretious trifling. In which, you woy now 


and then be aſſiſted by, 
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e the ſometbing Rotten in the State th 
Danemarch. 
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every King of Danemarch, flattered them - 
ſelves with hopes of obtaining ſome Redreſs 1 in the 
Succeſſor. 
Upon the Death of the late Kibg! his Son John 
was called to the Throne of Danemarch, and as of 


courſe, ruled over Nordweg, under the lache Title, 


which was afterwards formally ratified by the 
Nordwegians. This became a bold aſpiring Prince, 
and, like others inveſted with the fame Rank, 
thought of nothing leſs than extending the Power 


of the Crown and conſtituting an hereditary, abſo- 


lute Monarchy in his Family. 
This King had more Craft than moſt of his Pre- 


deceſſors, and pradtiſed it, to all his Purpoſes; with 
great Succeſs. He determined to aggrandiſe him 
ſelf and his Family. And ſaw, the only Way of 


effecting his Intentions, was ar firſt to affect a Mild- 


'neſs and a ſort of Indifference, in Matters of Go- 


SHE -- vernment z 
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vernment; ſeeming to leave all to the Senate and 
Diet; in each of which, he firſt took care to ſecure 


3 ſome truſty Agents, powerful enough to prevent 


any Meaſures, diſagreeable to their Maſter, being 
taken, if not to carry his Schemes into Execution. 
Having made this intended Impreſſion on the 
Minds of his Danes, ſecured to himſelf the utmoſt 
Prerogatives poſſeſſed by the moſt ambitious of his 
Predeceſſors, and gained ſome new Points in the 


Diet; he next, caſt his Eye towards Nordweg, 


where he found the People labouring under diſtreſſes 
and Diſcontents, not eaſily aſwaged. Theſe, he 


JIudged might prove ſome Bars to his Deſigns; 


therefore, neceſſary to be removed. 

He reſolved on ſending. a Viceroy to Nordweg, 
and pitched upon Baron Gortſman, a Nobleman of 
an antient Nordwegian Family, of a conſiderable 


Fortune, of a ſmooth, mild Deportment, with Cun- 


ning and Reſolution to execute any Schemes. 

The Appointment of a Viceroy of any kind could 
not fail of comforting and reviving the drooping 
Spirits of the poor Nordwegians. They liked the 
Man 97 and longed to receive him. He 
arrived amidſt the Acclamations of the People; 
who ſoon rejoiced more highly upon his giving 


them to underſtand, that he came to call a Diet, 


in which the King reſolved, the States ſhould cor- 
rect paſt Errors in Government, redreſs Grievances 
and provide againſt future Evils of every kind. 


This Declaration, which was ſhortly after in- 


larged and ratified, in a Speech upon opening the 
Aſſembly of the States, gave the moſt univerſal 
Satisfaction. And the Diet, as in a kind of Tranſ- 
port, - ſeemed to have forgot their intended De- 


mands, to give up the long ſought. Redreſs of 
Wrongs, and to reſt contented with the Clemency 
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of the King and his Vicegerent. 
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ins they had the Wiſdom to re- elect the 
Kiog or rather to recogniſe his Title; and then, to 
thank him for his paternal Care of them and to 
give Aſſurances of their ſtrict Fidelity and Obeiſ- 
ance to him and his noble Viceroy. 
Fet, amidſt the ſtrongeſt mutual Aſſurances of 
Love and Duty paſt between the King and Diet; 
ſome Accidents aroſe, that had well nigh fruſtrated 
all their Schemes for Peace. 

During the Time, in which the Diet was not 


8 called in Nordweg, in which many Tumults and 


Inſurrections were raiſed throughout the Country, 
though quelled before they could take Effect; 
the Danes took upon them to make many Ordon- 
nances or Statutes to bind the Nordwegians, with- 
out their Conſent z hoping thereby to fix upon 
them the Character of Slavery, indelibly. | 
It was moved in the Houle of Paiſants, that all 
ſuch Laws as were at that or any other Time im- 


2 upon them without the Conſent of the States 


gally convoked, which alone could give juſt Va- 


lidity to Law, ſhould be reſcinded and declared not 


only null and void, but contrary to the Rights of 
the N Subjects, which ſtood upon as firm a 
Baſis as thoſe of Danemarch or any other State. To 


theſe, ſome Terms were added, which charged 


Cruelty and Perfidy more ſtrongly en the Danes and 
the ſeveral preceding Kings, than were thought 
conſiſtent with the Peace and Concord, at preſent 
neceſſary to be preſerved, for the crafty 3 
of the Crown, . 

All this met with no Oppoſition i in the Houſe of 
Burgeſſes. But, the Clergy ſoftened it more to the 
Taſte of the Court. And in the Nobles, who had 
lived for ſome Time moſtly in Danemarch, it would 

have been quite rejected, had not the prudent 
. Viceroy feared it's incenſing the Diet and the 281 
| ve 
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verſal Populace; to the fruſtrating his favourite 
Schemes. & n Nan $1318 ae | Nel 
This artful Miniſter gave his Minions to under- 
tand, and they induſſriouſſy propagated it, that 
there were many wholeſeme Laus included in 
thoſe, they were now going to reject, and that it was 
better to adopt them and all the other good Laws 
of Danemarch, that related to Government, by re- 
ceiving and giving them the Sanction of the Diet, 
which he was ready to affirm, than hazard the 
loſing the Opportunity by their unſeaſonable Diſ- 
putes. To which was added, that if the Diet ſhould 
afterwards agree upon -a Statute, declaring all 
Laws for the future made, in Danemarch or elſe- 
where, to bind Nordweg, without the Conſent of 
the States, null and void; the Viceroy would rea- 
dily give it the Royal Aſſen. 
Va Aff cool and peaceable Heads agreed, that this 
was the beſt Expedient. So, the former Bill was 
Put off to a long Day. A new one was Framed, 
receiving and approving all the Laws and laudable 
Cuſtoms of Danemarch, with reſpect to Govern- 
ment, and making them of perpetual Force and 
Obligation in Nordweg. And another Act was 
made, to render all Laws contrived for and offered 
to the Nordwegians, without the © Conſent” of the 
States, null and void, and making it Penal in any 
Subject, of what Rank ſoever to enforce; attempt 
to enforce or pay Obedience to ſu ec. 
This gave univerſal Content and gained the 
Viceroy the moſt unbounded Confidence of the Peo- 
ple. They now looked upon themſelves as reſtored 
to all their ancient Rights and Privileges and ſe- 
cured in them by the Grace of the King and the 
Wiſdom and Virtue of bis Vicegerent. 
© The Viceroy now laid himſelf ont for keeping up 
: the Confidence of the People, thus repoſed in him; 
As the only Expedient by which 1 
TTY | | Succeſs 
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Succeſs" to his other Projects. He kept a ſump» 
tuous, open Court; was affable and placable ; hoſ- 

table and liberal; and entertained the People with 

ports, Sheuvs, Interludes, Games and other, A> 

muſements, of ſuch Kinds: and Varieties, as ſur⸗ 
paſſed the C onceptions of the wondering Nord we- 
gians. He is ſaid toi bei the firſt that introduced 
Muſic and Poetry into that Country. By which, 
he greatly ſoftened and enervated that rough, and 
till Dio —— People nd it was in his 
Time, they firſt got a Tincture of Gaming. A Vice, 
which multiplied in future Reigns, and moſt of all 
Things tended to corrupt and deprave the Minds 
of the People, and nne to halten their _ 
pending 'Deſtru&tion,” 2 

This great Governor was edi 3 
taining the People of the Capital with his Shews ; but 
he had ſome Games inſtituted in different Parts of 
the Kingdom. And when he found the Notions of 
his Integrity were eſtabliſhed beyond the reach of 
Suſpicion and that his Sports fully engaged the At- 
tention of the People; he purpoſed executing bis 
grand Project. This, he imparted to his moſt 
truſty Minions in each Aſſembly of the States a 
few Days before he intended carrying it into Exe- 
cution, and charged them, that without hinting at 
their Intentions, or his Deſigns, they ſhould ſtay 
in Town and continue to fit 3 for ſome 
Days. TORUGTIW 1907 bau yore ly aft ro: 

Tn the: mean Time. he daermined to Sore the 


Attention of thoſe Members, whoſe Credulity he 


had raiſed in the former Parts of his Adminiſtra- 
tion; ſo as to lullthem into à moſt profound. ſtu- 
pid Inattention, by inſtituting Games of Filts and 
Tournaments for ſeveral ſuoceſſive Days upon the 
Tu Plains of Hiſham, ſeveral Leagues diftant from the 
Capital, to evade a Law, that wiſel V prohibited 


5 Ven and Interludes of all kinds bieng My wichin a 
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certain Diſtance of the Seat of the Government, 
during the Sittings of the Diet. Here, a magnifi · 
cent Seat was erected for the chief Governor him- 
ſelf, who, as artfully was given out, would attend 
there in Perſon, during theſe Sports. 
Had the Diet of Nordweg been as unmindful — 
Sports in the midſt of their Seſſions, as attentive 
t Buſineſs, as diſtruſtful in their chief Magiſtrates, 
as watchful of their Conduct, as our moſt Wiſe and 
N Parliaments have in all Ages been of the 
Conduct of our Sovereigns; the moſt deſigning King 
or crafty Miniſter 4/1 th been, . to as; the 
People into ſuch a State of Stupi ity, as to leave the 
-Rulers ſuch Opportunities, as t 5 choſe, to gain the 
wicked Ends they ſought. With us, ſuch Things 
= now j Judged abſolutely impoſlible : We are not 
than to think about them. 
The Nordwegians, ſeeming relieved from: their 
late intolerable Burthens, by the apparent Cle- 
mency and Indulgence of the King and the Vice- 
roy 3 fell into ſuch a State of Tranquility and Con- 
tent, as Men freed from bodily or mental Pain are 
wont to enjoy. They began to forget their former 
Diſtreſſes, and giving themſelves up to untaſted 
Pleaſures, ſet no Bounds to their Joys, but em- 
braced every kind of Amuſement that offered, with 
'Eagerneſs.——Inſenfible! Thoughtleſs ! Undone - 
People! How unlike us Britons and Hibernians? 
When the Viceroy found them wrought to this 
Pitch, the Games of Hiſham were proclaimed. 
And when they began, as the crafty Governor 
judged it. all Ranks and Conditions flocked to ſee 
them. Scarce a Patriot Member of either Houſe 
in the States could be found to deny himſelf the 
Enjoyment of a new Entertainment, though in the 
| — of the K * then l 2 
nately ran, as unſuſpecting, as undeſigni 
. orlorn Wretches —.— — the 
calls of Reaſon, their _—_ their — ba 
eve 
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with the Important, the fatal Secret, were faithful 


to their latter Truſt, perfidious to the firſt and 
great One; their ſolemn Engagements to their 
falling Country. Who dare ſay, that any DIY 
like-this was ever heard of in the great Councils 

Britain, or ireland? None ; ſuch fraud, ſuch perfidy 
on the Part of King or Parliament, I hope; never 
has nor ever ſhall be found upon our ſpotleſs Records! 
- Now, while the Members, who lately bellowed 


till they were hoarſe for Liberty and their Country, 


forgot their Charge, and were indulging in the 
wanton Sports, calculated to amuſe them from their 
Duty; thoſe, whom the ſubtle Viceroy corrupted 
for the nefarious Purpoſes of his perjured Maſter, 


neither ſlept nor ſlumbered, in their Taſk. - The 


— — Remnant of the States met; the moſt active 
iniſters propoſed the Scheme; which met with 
no delay, but from their Zeal in contending who 


ſhould appear foremoſt in carrying it completely 


into Execution. A Bill framed upon the fatal Pro- 
ject took it's Riſe and ſo ſuddenly and ſecretly 
paſt, without Oppoſition, through the ſeveral Eſ- 
tates, that not one of the Members, who ſuffered 
themſelves to be diverted, by the lighteſt Trifles, 
from the moſt weighty and important Part of their 
Duty in Life, had the leaſt Intimation even of the 
rojecting ſuch a Bill, till it paſt through all the 
forms ; ſo that thoſe watchful Guardians of the 
Liberties of their Country came juſt time enough 
to the General Aſſembly to be the wretched Spec- 
tators of the laſt Agonies of their murdered Coun- 
try ; to be the ſad Witneſſes of the giving the 


Royal Aſſent to a Bill, in which it was enacted, 


that the States of the Realm ſhould never preſume 
to aſſemble, till upon the Remonſtrance of the 
Viceroy to the King and Senate in Danemarch, 
Permiſſion from the Crown, under the great Seal, 
e ſnould 
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ſhould be: obtained; that: hen thus by!/Permiſe 
ſion aſſembled. they ſhould i not preſume to frame 
any Bills or deliberate or debate upon any Matter: 
till the King and Senate werel certified: of the Ex- 
pediency of uch Bill ande Matter to be debated; 
and had given the Noyal Permiſſion- And thut nd 
Bill, though thus permitted to be framed and paſt 
through all the Fortns, ſhould receive the Royal 
Aſſent before it ſhould be pre ſented to the King 
ald the Senate in Danemarch, and by them ſo- 
lemnly approved, and returned under the great 
Seal. And to make the Bonds perpetual and un- 
alterable ; it was additionally enacted, that diſobe- 
dience to any Part of this Act ſhould be deemed 
and puniſhed ias Treaſon; and that the moving 
for or otherwiſe attempting the Repeal or Alteras 
tion of this Statute, without the Permiſſion lof the 
Crown, ſhould be puniſhed by Confiſeation of 
Goods and Chattels ta the Crown, and Impriſons 
ment or Baniſnment of the offender's Perſon for 


Life or lg. de — o n 
This great and fatal Work being finiſhed, the 
Viceroy, in the Name of their moſt gracious So : 


vereign, thanked the faithful Diet for the extraor - 
dinary Regard; they paid the King, and the Fa- 
vours, they had ſheun his zealous! Miniſter ; all 
manifeſted 1 come 
mendable Unanimity, hichꝭ they Gipirehed pare] 
the public Buſineſs, particularly the laſt Act, hi 
his Majeſty and al his good People of Danematrubh 
had ſo much at Heart! He told chem, he had 
now finiſned the great Werk, to effect whichz he 
had the Honour of being ſent. That he maſt now 
take his Leave of them, by diſſolvirg the Diet chat 
they may: return to the Country to emoy the 
Sweets of theſe Laws, theychad ſo wiſely provided 
and ſo unanimouſiy paſt: And that; at his Return 
to the Royal Prefence, he ſnhould not fail of repre- 


ſenting 
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ſenting the ce of the Diet and Subject & 
Nordweg' in the true et Horriplio" 'T N 
Inſolence! And Cruelty! | 
Did ever People pay iſa: * for: Sports ? Ves 
all that ſuffer themſel ves by ſuch Allurements to be 
diverted from the more Important calls in Life; 
muſt ſooner or later ſhare the like Fate ever 
where; except in theſe happy Iſles. Were it 
ſible that ſuch helliſh Machinations as theſe could 
have been at any Time contrived againſt any Part 
of the Dominions of our Crown free Britons muſt 
have been ſo: far from receiving ſuch an iniquitous 
Impofition, under the dread Sanction of Laws, that 
the Perpetrators of: the nefarious Scheme could 
never eſcape condign Puniſnment: For, he that 
inſlaves a Beitiſn Subject any where; by Men ten- 
der of their Liberties as: Britons were ever found, 
muſt ever be deemed a common Enemy of the | 
worſt Kind. Such is the Senſe of hh as th ſuck 
the Genius of this happy Government: 
Ho different was the Caſe in 7 
Danes knew the Value of Freedom, and wiſhed to 
enjoy it. But, they would not allow it to 'atty 
others, not even to their neighbouring fellow Sub- 
jects of Nordweg; but to overturn or even to cur. 
tail the Liberties of this People, would volunta- 
—ç riſk or even give up ſome Portion of their 
Though in the end, it will appear, that 
— overturning the Conſtitution of Nordweg, 
that of Dane march could never have been endan- 
gered, much leſs have ingleriouſly fallen, as it has 
done, within che Compaſs of four Days, into the 
worſt State of V affallage in Europe. 
The ſporting Counſellors of betrayed Nocdeeg 
had hardly Time to get any Intimation of the Ack, 
which — ſated and almoſt wearted with t 
Sports, precipitately ran to ſee paſt, the laſt D. 
on the Seſſion. They never dreamed that any 
| Bulineſs 
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Zuſineſs could be done in their Abſence; and aſto- 
niſhed at finding not only the general Aſſembly of 
the Diet ſitting, but the Viceroy gone to put the 
Fniſhing Hand to ſome important Buſineſs; theß 
began to be alarmed, ran to the Houſe, and juſt 
came in and took their Places, time enough to ſee 
the fatal Wound given their Country. — 0 
Well deſerved Slavery ! Had unoffending Poſterity 
but eſcaped it! een 
Till the Diet was diſſolved, theſe abſent Mem- 
bers were not appriſed of the Nature of the horrid 
Act. They had then Time to read it and repent 
their Folly and Baſeneſs — ——.— It was 
not till then, they had Time to ſee, that their In- 
attention had betrayed and undone their Country. 
The great Work being done, the Viceroy 
thought ic prudent to retire, and ſo prepared all 
Things ready for his Departure, againſt the Time 
in which he ſhould have executed his grand De- 
Dgn. Having therefore ordered a ſufficient Guard 
of Horſe and Foot to Eſcort him to the Water's 
fide, conſcious of Guilt, and conſequent Danger; 
he imbarked, and ſoon after arrived in Danemarch, 
| where he was received with more univerſal Ac- 
clamations of the People, than at his firſt Arrival 
in Nordweg; and at laſt was honoured with the 
Careſſes of Majeſty, for his great and faithful Ser- 
vices, in compleatly ſubduing the Kingdom of 
. Nordweg ; as the firſt and great Step towards mak - 
ing him or his Succeſſors Deſpotic in Danemarch. 
We ſhall hereafter ſee how this Scheme wrought 
the Effect, unforeſeen by the ſtupid, corrupt Peo- 
ple, ſought by the King; though it required much 
more Time, than it's wicked Projectors at firſt ap- 
rehended. How can we ſufficiently admire the 
Excellency of the Governments of theſe confederate 
.Ifles ? The Greatneſs and Goodneſs of our Kings? 
The Wiſdom and Probity of the * ? 
ESR | Their 
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Their unwearied Watchfulneſs and inviolable Regard 
to the public Liberties of their reſpective Kingdoms? 
Their acting in Harmony, in perfect Unity toge- 
ther? Their preventing all ſealouſſes and giving the 
People of both States, one common Intereſt to "in | 
which muſt ever connect and Strengthen them both, 


and keep theone, an impregnable Bulwark tothe Liber- 
ties of the other? While Danemarch, now too. late, 


ſees and repents of the evil Effects of her tyranniſing 
over her Siſter Nordweg. If there were any Simili- 


tude in your Caſes, or any appearance of Danger, 


you might pray, from the wretched Fate of Dane- 
march, Good Eord deliver Us ! While 1 ſhould moſt 
heartily ſay, Amen, I, 
h ne 0 Tous, Ge. 


* 


FFF 


A continuation of the Cauſes. of the Subverſion of the 
| Freedom of Danemarch. . 


And the Union of confederate States, once 
token, muſt ſooner or later be attended with the 
Weakening, if not the Downfall of one or all of 
them. This has been verified in numberleſs In-, 
ſtances, antient and modern. The fate of Nord- 
weg and' Danemarch is a ſufficient Example. 1 
need relate no other. 18 | 
Nothing proves the Wiſdom and Virtue of the 
Head and Members of our great Government more 
than their conſtant Attention to the Perfect and 
inſeperable Union of the different States of our 
Dominions, as the moſt certain Means of Strengthen- 
ing and Securing the Whole. It is unneceſſary 
to give inſtances of the Regular and uniform Di- 
ſtribution of Laws, and even the Profuſion of re- 
gal Favours, poured forth in all Ages of our 
25 E N Govern- 


; g Houſe divided apainſt itſelf can hardly ſtand. 
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© Government upon. the remoteſt Parts of our Domĩ- 
nions: The Union of two moſt different regions - 
into one Kingdom; and the equal Protection, 
Freedom, and neceſſary Equality in Trade, granted 
and maintained to another Part, are laſting Monu- 
CV ͤ to: 
But, if any ſhould be Blind or Abſurd eñdugh to 
doubt it, let them ſee what Senſe af the Neceſſity of 
this Equality was retained in Britain even in Times 


of Uſurpation and Anarchy. This, I ſhall ſhew in 


an Anecdote in the Life of CRomw EIL; which, 
though well atteſted, has hitherto eſcaped/ the Hiſ- 
toriographers of that Age. 
When our good Neighbour, the Grand Monarque 


5 | of Fran meditated the Salvation of the Souls of 


our Anceftors and the Inlargement of his Dominions, 
by the Conqueſt of theſe Nations, and an Invaſion 
was then threatened as now; it was judged Expedi- 
ent to Arm and Array the Inhabitants in their own 
Defence, as no foreign Soldiers, I prefume, were 
then to be hired; as it was alſo judged requiſite to 
Fortity ſome of the principal Ports, on the Side next 
France: | Ty OO I TNT” 
This was propoſed in Council, where the Tyrant, 
_ dignified with the great Title of Protector, preſided. 
Various Ports were mentioned, as the moſt Impor- 
tant and Neceſſary to be Fortified. His Highneſs 
heard each Member with Attention, and then gave 
Utterance to his own Sentimens. Are there not?, 
ſaid he, Some other Ports, of no leſs Importance 
© to us than theſe, that deſerve our Attention? 
Whether Ignorance or a little of the Daniſh, Spirit 
Prevailed in this mock Council is not now material 
enough to be examined; it is enough, that they an- 
ſwered in the negative. What,“ Says CRoMwWELL, 
Have we not ſuch Ports as Cork, Kinſale and Wa- 
© terford*?——*< Yes, my Lord, replied the Coun- 
cil, © but theſe are not in England. And why 
. . DP 
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ö © are they not in England p' rejoined the Stern Pro- 
k tector ; As the Lord liveth', added he, If I con- 
5 © tinue Protector of this Common- wealth, they ſhall 
1bde in England; let them be Fortified." 
7 When an Uſurper could thus level all Diſtinctions 
between the diffetent States under his Government, 
or Protection, and declare, in Terms not outdone, 
if ever equalled, by any Hero of Antiquity; that 
- they ſhould be but one common People, united in 
the fame Principles and Intereſt; it is eaſy to jug 
what muſt have been the Sentiments of our law 
and rightful Soveteigns on this Subject. It is not 
even to be ſuppoſed, withont Injury, that they could 
at any Time make Diſtinctions, cauſe Jealouſies and 
Divifions among their People; give one Patt Pre- 
ference to another, ot ſet up one Nation in Oppoſi- 
| ſition! to another. The good Intelligence and Con- 
4 cord ſubſiſting between the People of all Parts of 
| dur Dominions, their uninterrrupted Freedom and 


n 

e juſt Equality in Trade are inconteſtable Proofs of the 

0 Truth of this Argument. See how I have inſenſibly 

' digreſſed from my Subject! Let the unthinking ſkip 
this over as it relates to Matters, that never engaged 


„ their Attentions. And let the Humane and Senſi- 
. dle, if chis falls into any ſuch Hands, indulge me in 
fa contemplating, in exulting upon the Wiſdom and 
ſs . Greatneſs of our Government, which can never 
< 8 ſwerve from the Principles of it's Inſtitution. Could 
5 Danemarch ſay as much, ſhe had not now worn the 
e galling Yoke of Bondage. O! ſhort-ſighted, infa- 
”= tuated, abandoned Slaves AE eee 
* John having thus obtained his great Ends in ſub- 
al jugating the Nordwegians, as by their own Confent, 
1 in due Form of Law; gained the utmoſt Applauſe 
Ly and good Will of the Danes; fo that hardly any 
. Thing could be refufed him in the Diet, that he 
1 could aſk. He beſtowed the Crown Lands, though by 
* Law unalienable, or his Favourites. The Diet granted 
e bim armed Guards for his Perſon, the firſt Soldiers 
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| that were kept on Foot in Dane march, in Times of 
Peace; and this, upon Pretence of ſome Danger ap- 
prehended from the Diſcontents raiſed in Nordweg. 
Any Taing ſerves for a Pretext for a Tyrant's tile 
er increaſing the Number of his Army. | 
Had the ambitious. Diſpoſition of this Prince con- 
tinued, he might have compleated the Deſpotiſm of 
the Crown, in Danemarch. He waged War agaioſt 
the Swedes to make good his Title to the Crown, 
conquered them and was crowned King in the Year. 
1497. But Steen Sture beat him out of Sweden, 
and ſupported a War againſt him, till growing fonder 
of Peace, the Differences were amicably compoſed, 
and he gave himſelf up to Eaſe and his Pleaſures. As 
he grew old, he became avaricious. His chief 
Paſſion was now filling his Coffers; and while he 
gave up his principal Attention to this, he was called 
to Eternity; not before all good and wiſe Men be- 
came aſhamed and wearied of his long, laſcivious 
Reign. But Men of this Caſt were not now very 
numerous, in Danemarch. So neither Grief or Shame 
yet reached the motly Multitude, on this Occaſion. . 
This King added one material Point to the regal 
Power, without the Authority of the Diet or Se- 
nate, which none of his Predeceſſors had ever pre- 
ſumed to attempt, without the Sanction of the States. 
When every other Eſtate of the Legiſlature was 
elective, and even the Crown itſelf, it was not to be 
preſumed, that the Nobles were to be left to elect 
themſelves in Succeſſion, much leſs, that they ſhould 
be appointed by any of the other Eſtates, without 
the joint Conſent of the whole Legiſlature. _. 
The Nobles were always Counſellors to the Crown, 
and made up. the principal Part of the ſupreme Ju- 
dicature of the Realm; before whom alſo, a Noble- 
man could only be tried for an Offence. | They had 
Privileges above the Commonalty. Every individual 
. in the State, became n in the Ap- 
| _ Deinen 
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pointment of Nobles. It was at leaſt evidently ne- 
ceſſary to limit their Number. In the firſt Place, 
their Rank and Office was the only one that was he- 
reditary in the Kingdom. In the next Place, it was 
not fit they ſhould be dependant on, nor ſubſervient 
to, the King; nor was it thought ſafe in wiſer Times, 
to let the Crown make Nobles at Pleaſure; becauſe, 
it was filling up the ſupreme Tribunal with his 
Creatures, overturning the Balance of the Legiſla- 
ture; when any Number of the Commons might be 
enobled; conſequently endangering the Safety of 
the Nobles themſelves, which might be outnum- 
bered and overpowered by Creatures of the Crown; 
as well as ſetting the Houſe of Burgeſſes and that of 
the Paiſants at nought, to ſay nothing of that of the 
Clergy. Hazards and Grievances, to which no Free and 
ſenſible People could, in any well - policied State, ſubmit. 
Therefore, before Corruption took Root in the 
Reign of John, no King took upon him to create 
or appoint a Noble, in Danemarch or Nordweg, 
without the joint Concurrence of the States. The 
utmoſt that had ever before been done was for the 
Crown to recommend a Perſon of diſtinguiſhed 
Merit in the State to the noble Rank, and to give him 
the Title; which was but an empty one, till it was 
ratified by the Aſſembly of the States. In like man- 
ner, any other Eſtate in the Legiſlature might recom- 
mend a Perſon of conſpicuous Worth, who had done 
ſignal Services to the State, particularly in Battle, or 
a Kinſman of the Crown, to be enobled ; and 
ſuch Recommendation, which, rarely came from any 
other than the Nobles themſelves, ſeldom failed of 
obtaining the Ratification of the general Diet; with- 
out which, no Man could be enobled or obtain 
Seat in the Aſſembly of the Nobles. This muſt 
have made the Nobility moſt reſpectable and defir- 
able, as it is always among U oe 
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But, ſuch an-Aſcendant had this artful King unac- 
 countably gained qver his falling. Subjects, that they 
never ſo much as objefted to his aſſuming, without 
the Shadow of lawful Authority, a Power which he 
much abuſed, by creating ſome ſpurigos Peers, in 
his life Time, and which bis Succeflors abuſed in 
the like Manner, and alſo applied to the dangerous 
Purpoſes, we ſhall explain in the Sequel. - Beſides, 
this made the Nobility cheap and deſpicable; when 
flattering a Tyrant or miniffring to his Vices, in 
Time, proved the requiſite Recommendation to be 
*enobled, Abuſes, upknown in our happy Realms! 
Hut, while this crafty King aſſumed the ſole Power 
of creating Nobles 4 he alſo contriyed the Means of 
humbling them. He firſt found Means of makin 

their Eſtates alienable, which by Law were deem 
unalienable. -. This brought them ſoon to a greater 
Dependancy an the Crown. And, to break their 
Power ſtill farrher, he found Means of increaſing the 
Power and enlarging the Number of the Commons, 
in order to eſtabliſh a better Ballance, or to throw it 
into the popular Scale; finding that, at preſent, more 
for his Pucpoſes: For. theſe Kings ſeldom thought much 
for Pofterity : Preſent Expediences took yp all their At- 
tention and Care. How unlike our gracious Sovereigns? 
Thus, nqt ſuddenly and violently, buy by degrees, 
the Foundation for the horrible Tyranny, which 
pow prevails in Danemarch, was, by the Contrivance 
of the Dangs themſelves, laid in Nordweg; and that, 
nat hy Hereditary , but by Elective and Elected 
Kings! Had this been the original Cogſtitution of 
the State; had their Kings been of divine Appoint- 
ment, and Hereditary by the Grace of God.; had they 
n Without Spot or Blemiſh z full of Wiſdom, 
race and Truth, without the Shadow of Imperfec- 
tion; had they been God's Vicegerents in the Dif- 
penſation of Juſtice and Mercy, without being ca- 
ible of Errror or Evil; and the prime Foun- 
ain of Honour, like our moſt Gracious _ $ - 
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they then might well aſſume the Prerogative of giving 
Honours, of creating Nobility, even out of the 
baſeſt Mould. But, for theſe little, inſignificant Crea- 
; tures of their own pitifal People, tinſeled over with 
the bare Titles and Outſide Shew of Majeſty, to awe 
a ſordid, laviſh Populace ; for theſe to take ſo much 
Royal Sovereignty upon them, as to create Nobility, 
was an Inſult to true Majeſty, as well as an inſufferable 
Invaſion of the people's Rights, and proved in the 
End, one of the principal Means of the precipitate 
Subverſion of that — unhappy State. Were it 
. as ſurely it is not, that any of our moſt 
iſe, Juſt and gracious Sovereigns ſhould at any 
Time have aſſumed a Power, ſo inconſiſtent with the 
Principles of our Policy, fo Dangerous, ſo Deſtruc- 
tive as this muſt appear; it is not to be imagined, 
that a People inſpired with ſuch a noble Spirit of 
Liberty, as ever did, and ever muſt, animate the 
Boſoms of Britons, could: ſuffer the ſhameful perni- 
cious Evil to take Root, much leſs to bring forth 
Flowers or Fruit, in the State. Hither then, we 
need not caſt our Eyes; let us wiſely look Abroad 
and amuſe ourſelves ; leaving our domeſtic Concerns, 
wich due, boundleſs Confidence, in the proper Hands; 
exulting in the full Aſſurance, that as they never 
did. ſo they never can abuſe it. 9 
Upon the Death of John, his Son, Chriſtiern II. 
was called of ſucceeded to the Crown, This Man 
had an Eye on the political Deportment of his Fa- 
ther, and laid down the Condutt of his worthy Pa- 
rent and Predeceſſor, as the Baſis of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, when he ſhould mount the Throne. 187 
lle had all the Pride and Ambition of his Prede- 
ceſſor; but wanted his Diſſimulation and Spirit. 
He had as bad a Heart, but a much worſe Head, 
than his Father. And thus qualified, commented 
his Reign, and in ſome Time, graſping at onte in 
"his Hand, as ſome of his Predeceſſots fince the 
d SHS . E 4 Time 
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Time of Queen Margaret had done, the Sceptres of 
three. Kingdoms, Swedeland, Danemarch and Nord- 


weg, which ſhe had ſolemnly United. But, we have 
ſeen, this Union was not of long Duration. 


He ſet out witl giving the People of Danemarch, 
the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of governing them in all 
Reſpects agreeable to the Laws, not otherwiſe. par- 
ticularly, that he would never lay his Hands upon 


the public Treaſures, without the Conſent of the 


Diet; nor diſturb their Peace ot Liberties by taking 
Foreigners into Employ ments or Favour; and, that 
if he tranſgreſſed the aſcertained Bounds of the * 


Prerogative, of which the Senate and States 


ſole Judges; he would peaceably ſubmit to their 
Judgement, and ſuffer himſelf to be degraded and 


dethroned. 


This was the Surn o of the Oath, which this and the | 
preceding Kings of Danemarch were obliged to take 
at their Coronation. This King took it then in 


Form. But, to perſuade the People of his Willing- 
neſs to be governed and directed in all Things by 


the States of the Realm; in the firſt Aſſembly, he © 

convoked, he voluntarily repeated the Oath, | By 
which, he greatly gained the Confidence of the Diet 
.and. People. | 


But ſee, how Men become M LURE Power! | 


He no ſooner got himſelf ſettled on the Throne, than 


he began to ſhew his natural Diſpoſition 3 and edged 
on by the Flattery of his Courtiers, he was ſoon. made 
to forget or diſregard all his popular Declarations and 
eren his ſolemn Oath to the People. He threw off the 
Maſk and reſolved. to take the ſhorteſt Courſe pol- 


_ſibleto eſtabliſh his intended Defpotiſm; And with 


this Intent, began with diſſolving the Diet, becauſe 

they did not ſeem willing to PEPE: with his r- 
bitant Demands. 

Vet, he had juſt Senſe enough to recollect that 


-the. Change he * was not to be ſuddenly 


wrought ; 
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* 3. that the deſigned and all extraordinary 
Meaſures muſt be gradually brought about, or that 
Force was not to be ſafely attempted, till he ſhould 
have got ſufficient Power in his [Hands effectually to | 


ſecure his projected Conqueſts. 


Before he launched out into his purpoſed Meaſures 
in Danemarch, he reſolved to gratity the Populace in 
ſome laſtance, that ſhould gain him Credit and Con- 
fidence. This, he craftily obſerved, was beſt to be 
done at the Expence of the undone Nordwegians, who 
were not yet reduced, low enough to be overlooked 
by the jealous, invidious Eyes of the ſhort · ſighted 
Danes, who ſeemed to be gratified with nothing fo 
much as the compleat Deſtruction of that miſerable 
People never conſidering, that this muſt r. pitate 
their own projected Downfall. 

The Danes had Beef enough for he own Con- 
ſumption, as well as for ſome of the neighbouring 
Markets. At this Time, they were able to under- 


ſell the Engliſh. in this Article, by which, much 


Money was brought i into the State. The Lands of 
Danemarch and Jutland. being fir for fattening, and 


too good for breeding horned Cattle, the breeding 


Trade fell partly to the Share of the Nordwegians, 
who brought up poor, ſmall Cattle, and ſent them 
the ſhorteſt Way by Water to Danemarch, where 
they were fattened, ſlaughtered, cured and exported. 70 
However neceſſary to Danemarch, the miſerable 
Share of this Trade, which the Nordwegians en- 
joyed, may appear; the invidious Danes choſe to 
want it, rather than let the others have any Portion 
of the Benefit. 

The King ſaw this, Ko knowing that the Impo- 
verſbing one of the States muſt, in Time, hurt and 
humble the other, and ſo , his. deſtructive 
Projects; he reſolved to gratify the Danes, and ſo 
got ſome of his Minions. to prepare a Bill to pre- 


ebe the lmporgtion of live Cattle from any * 
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of Nordweg, into any Part of Danemarch. The 
Bill was brought into the Diet and ſoon paſſed it into a 


8 Law. 


This at firſt reduced Numbers of Nordwegian 
Eon to Beggary : They had no Means of paying 
Rent for the Lands, they held, but the Sale of their 
Product. They could produce nothing but theſe 
pitiful Cattle. They were therefore forced to giye 
dp both Land and Cattle to their exacting Land- 
lords. Theſe, while they were paid their Rents, 
choſe to live in Danemarch. But, finding their 
Lands ſurrendered and the Cattle given up for the 
"Rents; they brought ſome Men knowing in the 
Trades of fattening, ſlaughtering and curing Beef 
from Danemarch with them; and by Degrees, got 
into the Methods of making it merchantable; ſo 
that they ſoon became able to underſell the malevolent 

Danes, and ſupplant them in this very Trade. 
This Scheme, however flattering at firſt, in the 
End, was not found to/anfwer the Ends of its Pro- 


© jectors. On the contrary, it will appear, that 


every wicked Project to oppreſs the Nordwegians, 
8 in the Iſſue 2 being Wut the Deſtruetion of 
the Danes. | 
After this, he began with culling the Officers of the 
| Seals and modelling them univerſally to his Mind. But, 
either he had got the Judgment to do this as flow 
and cautiouſiy as he ſhould, or his Flatterers made 
him too precipitate in the Change: He turned 
cut. all that he ſuſpected, whether thoſe that uſually 
had held their Offices for Life or during good Beha- 
viour, or thoſe whoſe Offices were only? annual. He 
reſolved to let the one ſee, that the former Employ- 
ments ſhould now be held only during the Royal 
Pleaſure, and that the later ſhould be changed as he 
ſaw Occaſion. He alſo changed many of the Senate, 
and greatly enlarged the Number of the Nobles. 
The vacated Places, he filled, without the leaſt 
; Regard 
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| Regard to Merit, the requiſite Recommendation 
was only Adulation and Servility: Such as ſhewed 


moſt of this were ſure of the firſt Employ ments of 
Rank; while being but reputed Honeſt or Wiſe was 
a ſufficient Cauſe for removal from all Employmetits 
3 the Court, and exp eng a juſt Senſeof the Free- 
dom and Rights of the People was a capital Crime. 
Before he took theſe Steps, he was by the Gene- 
rality well eſteemed, had many ordinary and ſome 
firm Friends among all the Officers of the State, as 
well as in the Diet. 
For want of Penetration and Piſcernment, or 
truſting too much to his Flatterers, againſt whoſe In- 
tereſt it was to leave a Man of Senſe or Virtue in 
Favour with their Maſter, whom they reſolved to 


ingroſs, for their un baſe Ends; the King re- 


moved ſome of his beſt Friends fram different higher 
and inferior Offices, and put in many. that were de- 
termined to ſerve or befriend him no longer, than i 
appeared to be their Intereſt; he managed the ge- 
neral Elections of the Diet, by his Influence on the 
returning Officers; in which, more of his ſiniſter In- 
fluence, than Prudence appeared; and he diſguſted 
all the antient Nobles, by inveſting Men with that 
Honour, who had no better Pretenſions than a pleaſ- 
ing Out. ide or Dreſs, or the meaneſt Servility 0 'A n 


e deſigning Prince. 


Men of leſs Senſe and Honour than the dents 
Danes, if ſuch there ever were, could not avoid be- 
ing offended with ſuch an oppreſſive, iniquitous Ad- 
miniſtration z,, yet, for ſome Time, they had not the 
Spirit to oppoſe it, till he galled and bruiſed. them 
with Cruelties of a deeper Bie. 

His Profuſion to his. favourite Cancubine, her 
Mather and the other Slaves about him; ſoon ex- 
hauſted his rn Coffers ; the public Funds were 
waſted for Purpoſes foreign to the Intent of the 
* And not long 4-4 he found his Revenues 

| were 


_ 


* 
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Voere not ſufficient to defray his exorbitant Expences, 


which he could not now preſume to retrench : For, 


he had Senſe enough to know, that thoſe, whoſe 


Services he had engaged only by Gifts ot Bribes, 


would ſerve him no longer than they were gratified. 


A profligate People deſerve, and generally make, an 
abandoned King. d ENTER. 85 
Theſe Extravagancies ſoon reduced him to great 
Streights, and put him upon various Shifts for raiſ- 
ing Money. He borrowed, while he had any Credit, 


even with his Panders, which was not very long, 
_ When they ſaw his Circumſtances. ' And at length, he 


reſolved to aſk Supplies of the Diet, which for ſome 
Years, he did not chooſe to meet; remembring his 
Inſolence in diſſolving them, and conſcious of the 


"Blackneſs of his Deſigns, if not of the Illegality of 
the paſt Part of his Government.—— What a Slave 


his Minions? © 5 9 

The States were not ſo inſenſible, as not to be ir- 
ritated by the Behaviour of the King: They met in 
bad Temper, and received the Motion of the King's 
Migiſters for ſome additional Supplies to his Ma- 
jeſty, with ſo bad a Grace ; that, deſpairing of Suc- 


is 4 King, governed by his Luſts and flattered by 


ceſs, dreading a' propoſed Examination of public 


[Accounts and an Enquiry into ſome Parts of his 
Conduct, the King thought it proper to diſmiſs the 


Diet as abruptly as beformſee. 1 
This was but à bad Expedient. But, no better 


was to be expected from the Perverſeneſs, he early 
ſhewed, and the apparent Influence of deſtructive 
Flatterers. The Diet and the People in general 


began to diſtruſt their King. And even the moſt 


Thort-fighted judged, he had an Eye to Deſpotiſm, 
or at leaſt, meant to rule without the Aſſiſtance of 


the States. This, his ſubſequent Conduct put quite 
t of Doubt. Yet were the Danes in General 
ee e e en eee ee en een Slaves 
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Slaves enough to bear, ſome of them, to vindicate 

and countenance his Perfidy. 1 
HFiis firſt Step, after this, was to command the ſame 
Taxes to be levied for his Uſe, that were granted to 
his Father to carty on his Wars. This however, 
he would not venture upon, without giving it ſome 
colour of Law. The Preſidents of his Courts were 
conſulted for the Purpoſe; and they hardily aſſerted, 
that the King might, upon juſt Emergency, of 
which he was the Judge, levy Taxes on his Sub- 
jects, in ſuch manner, as he ſhould ſee it expedient. 
This Doctrine was promulged by his Flatterery, 
even from the Pulpits. The King hardly wanted 

this to author iſe his intended Oppreſſion, But, it 
being eaſily obtained, he proceeded with a better 
Grace, and his Officers acted with greater Confidence 
under ſuch a Sanction. He obliged many of the Com- 
mons to take Titles of Knighthood and Nobility ; for 
which, he extorted moſt exorbitant Sums, by way of 


| Fees of Honour. He alſo laid an arbitrary Tax on 


all the Lands of the States of Danemarch, and an 
Impoſt upon all the Shipping of their Ports ; and 


| demanded of ſeveral Towns extravagant Sums, by 
way of Loan; all which were exacted, by his Of- 


ficers, in a moſt violent rigorous Manner, fining and 
impriſoning all that oppoſed ever fo flightly, or re- 
fuſed them. Some were put to Death by the Kings. 
Order for. being a little tumultuous in their Oppo- 
ſition; the Principal of which, was Torborn Oxe, 
Burgomaſter and Governor of the Caſtle of Copen- 
hagen. The Tyrant's growing bloody did not. yet 
rouſe theſe ſluggiſh Slaves to a Senſe of their Wretch- 
edneſs! Yet, ſo far did a ſeeming Senſe of Morality 
or Religion prevail at this Time, that fome of 
what they called the better Sort of People affected to 
be much offended at the ſcandalous, adulterous Life, 
the King led. But, the Generality expreſſed their 
Diflike of this Part of the King's Conduct only, = 

| cauſe 


| n 
becauſe his Handmaid was a Foreigner z they probably 
would have allowed him one of their Siſters, their 
Daughters or their Wives; but could not bear the 
thought of his preferring to them a Stranger, a 
Dutch Woman of mean Birth and meaner Education, 
called Duivecke; and were piqued, becauſe ſhe and 
her Mother, Sigiberta, a rd 
not much better than a Bawd, in our Language, had 
gained the Aſcendant ſo far over the hag-ridden So- 
vereigh, as to have all Things, in the King's Power, 
at the Diſpoſal of her or her Daughter. It hurt the 
Fra to be obliged to ſollicit theſe, and ſometimes to 
ibe them, to obtain Favours, ot even Juſtice at the 
Hands of their King, Otherwiſe, it is probable, they 
bad been as content as thoſe, that were gainers. 
the Iniquity, appeared. For, they that ſeemed 
affected by the King's being held in leading Strings 
by Harlots, ſeemed only to lament the vaſt Sums 
likely to be ſome Time carried out of the Kingdom, 
by the Sale of all Employments, Eccleſiaſtic as well 
as Civil and Military, now committed to the Diſ- 
poſal of Duivecke and Sigibetta. Conſcience, as well 
as more common Commodities, was now brought to 
Market, in Danemarch. 


About this Time, Steen Sture the Younger had 
well nigh eſtabliſhed. himſelf upon the Throne of 
Swedeland, to which Chriſtiern laid hereditary Claim. 
The Daniſh King had augmented his Land and 
Naval Forces, with Intent to aſſert his Demand 
when a favourable Opportunity offered to countenade 
bis Deſign. Guſtavus Trolle, the Archbiſhop. of 
_ Upfaly a haughty, overbearing Prelate, for giving 
ſome 3 to the Progreſs of this aſpiring 
young Prince, who was not, it ſeems, a favorite Son 
_ of the Church; was by the Conqueror's Forces dif- 
poſſeſſed of his Palaces and Caſtles, and obliged to 
fly his Country. + frontal” 4 
e Chriſtiern, 


id, Crafty. old Woman, 


. 4 | 

Chriſtiern, judging it of great Importance to his 
Cauſe to get the Church of his Side, laid hold of 
this Opportunity of eſpouſing, as he pretended, 


the Archbiſhop's Cauſe, who now fled for Succoux 


into Danemarch, where he laid the Scheme for an 
Invaſion of his Country. In this Diſpute, the Holy 
Monarch of Rome thought it neceſſary to take a 
conſiderable Part. He impoſed heavy Penance on 
the Swedes for their Treatment of the Archbiſhop, 
And Chriſtiern, equipped with Bleſſings from Saint 
Peter's Succeſſour, and an Army raiſed and ſup- 
ported by the Spoils of his People, went into 
Swedeland, as if to execute the Pope's Decree z 
gave the Swedes Battle; in which, to their irre- 
trievable Confuſion, Steen Store was Slain, and 
his Army routed; after which, the only Difficulty 
Chriſtiern met, was to force the diſtreſſed but heroic 
Chriſtina, the Widow of Steen Store, to ſurrender 
the City of Stockholm; ſoon after which, the In- 
vader was crowned there King of Swedeland, by 
the reſtored Archbiſhop, Trolle; and confirmed 
in his Conqueſt by a Bull from Rome. 
| ewed himſelf a true Son of 
hurch, and fully ſated his Thirſt for 
Swedes, he now deemed his by Conqueſt, 
rant from the Pope; as well as by Heredi- 
tary Right; not regarding the long neglected 
Union. of Calmar. And though he publiſhed a ge- 
neral Amneſty, or an Act of Indemnity and Obli- 
vion, upon the Credit of which, all that had op- 
poſed him, thought themſelves ſecure, and returned 
aceably to their Habitations; as ſoon as he 
und them quite off their Guard, he had great 
 Numbers-of them taken, put into noiſom Priſons, 
wherein many of them ſtarved or were otherwiſe 
more mercitully murdered; while the Tyrant had 
Deluges of the pureſt Blood of the beſt Nobility 
| illed b 


y the Hands. of the common Hangman, 


in 


1 


in the public Streets; all, as he pretended. to te 


venge the Inſults given the Church in their Arch- 


biſhop ; upon the Reſtoring of whom, he received 
the Benedictions of the Catholic Church, and 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the Eſtates of the murdered 
Swedes. ant; A 

But, neither theſe ill deſerved Benedictions or ill - 
gotten Lands availed him much; he ſeemed hardly 
to have fairly poſſeſſed either: For, the ſmothered 
Averſion of the Danes to him roſe higher than ever 
could have been expected from ſuch Sots. Gus- 
_ tavus Erickſon, ſometime a Priſoner in Dane- 
march, was permitted to eſcape, got into Swede- 


land, ſtirred up the Dalecarlians and others to op- 


poſe this cruel Ravager, and in a ſhort Time 
defeated, and routed his whole Army, and drove 

him ſhamefully out of their Country. 27 
Upon his Precipitate return Home, he found his 
Authority ſo far loft, among the daſtard Danes, 
chieflly perhaps by his Abſence, that he was in- 
ſulted, even by his own Creatures; who, during 
his Power, flattered him in all his worſt Vices. 


He alſo found, that the Jutes had entirely with- 


drawn their Allegiance from him; which put him 
into ſuch a Conſternation, that he fled with his 
Wife and Children into the Netherlands. | 

Unhappy Tyrant! where was the ſervile Train 
of Courtiers, who ſo lately deified thee, and ſeemed 


to live but in thy Smiles, like Flies or Maggots in 
the Sun? Where, the numerous Band of Flatterers, 
who helped thee to believe thy ſelf, Heaven's vice- 
gerent, almoſt Omnipotent? Where, thy Victorious. 


Army? Where thy falſe Counſellors? Could not 
all theſe ſupport thy illicit Power, ſo neceſſary 
for their baſe Meaſures, as well as thine ? No; all 
forſook thee, like the Tempter. Thine evil Ge- 
nius hurried thee into every publick and private 


Immorality ; made thee ſhut thine Eyes againſt the 


Light 
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Light and thine Ears againſt the Truth; made 
thee a Prey to Flatterers; hardened thee for a 
While in thine Iniquity; and when the Meaſure 
thereof was full, abandoned thee to Confuſion, Shame, 
Diſprace, and Diſtreſs; made al good Man hate thee ; 
thy falſe Friends fly thee, and thy Subjects forſake 
thee; till at length, thy Conſcience flying in thy 
Face, made thee like a baſt Cowärd; fly that Coun- 
try, which once would have died in thy Defence! 
Wouldſt thou call the neighbouring Powers « 

thine Aid? They date not openly, if they would, 


aſſiſt thee: Such as would gladſy tread in thy tyran- 


nic Steps, now dread thy Fate: Thou and thy Ty- 
ranny muſt fall. And thy bad "Meafures and preci- 
pitate Fate will be ſet up as a warning to Princes yet 
— oo pirapeÞ armne 
Hey day! Say you, what is all this to us? —lI 
know you love a little ſweet Variety and therefore I 
gave you this Rhapſody. * I know beforehand, it can 
not affect you: For, you are, in ſpight to me, grown 
ſo very knowing in Politics, that moſt of you have 
got the Hiſtory of England in the way of Queſtion 
and Anſwer, by heart; and as you are happily per- 
ſwaded, that there never was nor can be ſuch a Cha- 
rafter as this among your Sovereigns ; you fit down 
pleaſed and contented in your Security. What ſhould 
you, in the Name of Wiſdom, do otherwife ? Do fo 
11}! Go on, giddily, merrily ! Trifle away Life 
gaily, unthinkingly! Eat your Beef and Pudding, 
without fear or thought of being reduced to Ragouts! 
Smoak, Laugh and be Far! Let not the Hiſtories 
of fallen Danes or , Swedes affect you more than a 
ſham Death or pretended "Diſtreſs in a Tragedy 
does: Laugh at both alike. Make all theſe Things 
ſerve, to amuſe you, to divert, aot to raiſe, your 
Thoughts; but, if you tire of reading theſe Pa- 
pers, before I grow e, of writing them, get 


8 
you a Collection of Balads, ſet to filthy Tunes. 
Farwell, 1 5 cn. 
| 8 rens. G. 
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ra the Epidemic, Political Diftempers of Dane- 
| march and andes. 5 


F this ſhould happen to find you in no worſe 

Diſpoſition to amuſe yourſelves with this diſtant, 
28. than the laſt did; you may give me leave 
to Conduct you back again to ſee what happened 
theſe States after the Expulſion or Flight of Chriſ- 
tiern II. 

During this Tyrant's , RE in Swedeland, the 
Danes began to meditate their own Safety,. and de- 
- termined to call ſome other Prince to the Throne. 
They pitched upon Frederick Duke of Holſtein and 
Uncle to Chriſtiern II, who had W. embraced 
the Augſburg Confeſſion of Faith. 

But, when their King vacated the Throne by 
Flight, they elected Frederick, King, invited and 
crowned him at Copenhagen, about the Year 1523. 

Such as were not pleaſed with this Election, raiſed 
Money and Forces to reſtore the depoſed King. But, 
he had not Courage to put himſelf at their Head; upon 
which they were totally and finally diſperſed upon 
the Appearance of Frederick's Army. 

\ Yet notwithſtanding the Cruelty and Wickedneſs 
of the Reign of Chriſtiern, ſome fooliſh Bigots re- 
ſolved to follow him. and ſhare his Fate. Theſe, by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Dutch and other neighbouring 
Powers, equipped a {mall Fleet, and with a few hired 
Forces, and Arms for many more, they prevailed on 
their dethroned King toimbark and fail for Nordweg, 
upon the Aſſurance of many reſolute F riends in that 
| Kingdom ; 3 Knowing . it was there he had bet 
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EW I 
haſt Opjonanley of oppreſſing and irritating the 
eople. | EYE 8] 
They arrived at Nordweg, debarked their Troops, 
without Oppoſition, and were ſoon joined by Num- 
bers, who were from Motives of Conſcience induced to 
take up Arms for this diſtreſſed Prince, whoſe real 
Character, they had not had Time or means to learn. 
Though Frederick had not as yet been received 
King of Nordweg in Form of Law; yet a ſtrong 
Averſion to the Tyranny of Chriſtiern, made many 
declare and take up Arms for the Former, who had 
learned the Temper and Conduct of the Later. 
The choleric and cruel Diſpoſition of Chriſtiern 
could not, in his decline of Fortune, brooke this Op- 
poſition z whereupon he declared all Men Rebels and 
Traitors, that ſhould not lay down their Arms and 
ſwear fealty to him, as to their lawful Sovereign, 
and made it Capital in any three of them to meet 
upon any Pretence whatſoever, till they had come 
and taken this Oath, „ | 
Upon ſucha Placart as this, Numbers were impri- 
ſoned and molt cruelly treated and ſome put to Death, 
Frederick upon his Election, had ſent Cnut Gyl- 
denſtern his Viceroy to Nordweg, and he arrived 
there but a ſhort Time before Chriſtiern. He, on 
the Part of his King, publiſhed Placarts, ordering 
all the Adherents and Followers of Chriſtiern to lay 
down their Arms, diſperſe, and take the Oath of 
Allegiance to his King, on Pain of being treated by 
him as Traitors and Rebels. 
In ſuch a Situation, it was hard for the poor Nord- 
weglans to tell whom to obey. Gyldenſtern ended 
the Diſpute by marching an inconſiderable Army 
againſt Chriſtern's, which was now become very Nu- 
merous and Powerful. But hardly had the two Ar- 
mies engaged, when Chriſticrn, diſpirited by his 
guilty Conſcience, fled, and with him, a conſiderable 
N $401 n n Part 
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Part of his Nordwegian Arms, rogether with all his 
foreign Mercenaries. 

The dejected Tyrant now thought of nothing but 
che Safety of his own Perſon; and upon Promiſes of 
Security, ſurrendered himſelf into the Hands of the 
Viceroy, 

The Reſt of the Nordwegian Army, who ſcorned 
to follow the Examples of their King, in his Flight, 
retreated in good Order, and ſhut: themſclves up in 
Drontham; where, they ſtood: a long Siege, de- 
fended themſelves with great Bravery,. and at length, 
made a moſt honourable Capitulation; by which, 
they provided for the Safety and Security of the Lives, 
Liberties and Properties, not only of the Garriſon, 
but of all the Nordwegians then bearing Arms in 
Support of their King Chriſtiern, and made a ſenſible 
Proviſion for the Freedom of their Poſterity., 

While | theſe Articles were juſt ratifying, Bertie 
bu with a Fleet and ſome Land Forces arrived in 
Nordweg. The principal Men in the Country came 
and declared their Fealty to him. But, he received 
them but coldly; as if he had rather conquer. with- 
out their Aid, or have had them to include in the 
Number of the Conquered, Moreover, he gave his 
Viceroy to underſtand, that he did not think: himſelf 
or his Succeſſors bound by any, of his premature Pro- 
miſes to Chriſtiern, nor by his untimely Capitulation 
with the Rebels, as he called the Followers of that 
unhappy Prince. Whereupon, he ordered Chriſ- 
tiern to be cloſely impriſoned in the Caſtle of Sun- 
derburgh. But, upon the dejected Tyrant's Sub- 
miſſion and Reſignation of all "Tirtle to the Crown 
he was removed to a Priſon ſomewhat leſs confined, 
the Caſtle of Callenburgh ; where, notwithſtanding 
ſome faint and ineffectual Struggles for his Reſtora- 
tion, in the next Reign, he died a Priſoner, about 
the Lear 1339. Leaving an infant Son, who was 
afterwards taught to make Prctenſions to No _ 
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throned Father's late Dominions. Thus ended the 
Tyranny of the Nero of the North. N 

Frederick paid no greater Regard to the Capitu- 
lation; for he ſeized the Eſtates of moſt of the Ad- 
herents to his Predeceſſor, impriſoned ſome and put 
others to Death; upon the bare Authority of his 
Proclamation, which could not by any Rule of Rea- 
ſon have the Force of a Law in a Country, where he 
was not yet legally called to the Throne or acknow- 
ledged King. 

Chriſtiern having yet ſome Friends in different 
Parts of the States, neither Frederick or his Succeſ- 
ſor thought it prudent to exert their natural Diſpo- 
ſitions to abſolute Power. Each, it is true, forgot 
the Obligations, he owed the free States; who, re- 
gardleſs of the Rules of Succeſſion, that had for 
ſome Reigns prevailed, called them to the Throne. 


But, they could not forget the Example made of the 


late Tyrant and his unoffending, inoffenſive Off. 
ſpring; the one kept a Priſoner, the other, to deprive 
him of Means to nanoy the State, juſtly reduced to 
Beggar7. | 
Frederick for theſe Reaſons thought it beſt to keep 


well with the Danes, though he never loved them, 


and could not help ſhewing his Diflike by ſpending 


the greateſt Part of his Time in his hereditary Coun- 
try, Holſtein; of which the Danes unavoidably 


ſhewed ſome Jealouſy, in Time. | 
In one Thing, among others, this King ſhewed, 
his Propenſity to Arbitrary Power was not inferior 


to that of any of his Predeceſſors. Under ſome of 


the former Reigns, the People found nothing more 
injurious than the Influence, which the two laſt Kings 
gained over the ſeveral Tribunals by the Appoint- 
ment or removal of their Preſidents at Pleaſure. 
They judged this a fit Time to correct the dangerous 
Evil; not ſuſpecting, that a King who owed his Be 
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6 
ing to the People's Senſe of Freedom, could deny 
them any Means of preſerving it for the Future. 
lt was therefore propoſed in the Diet, that the 
Preſidents of the ſeveral Courts ſhould be made in- 
dependant on the Crown, by ſecuring them their Em- 
ployments with ſtated Salaries by Patent during good 
haviour. | 
This Propoſal gave the King great Offence. He 
gave the Diet to underſtand, that he accepted of their 
Crown upon the ſame Terms, on which his Prede- 
ceſſors held it. That he came among them at great 
Expence and Hazard to reſcue them from the Tyranny 
of Chriſtiern, and if they thought of abridging any 
of the Prerogatives of the Crown in him; they ſhould 
find themſelves miſtaken : That rather than ſubmit 
to theſe Terms he would return with his Army and 
Fleet and leave them as he found them at the: Mercy 
of Chriſtiern, who was yet alive and had Friends 
enough to Re-inſtate him, 4 
This could not fail of terrifying the States, who 
judged the Cruelties of Chriſtiern would prove more 
unſufferable than ever, if he ſhould be reſtored. So 
they for the preſent dropped their Propoſal, to wait 
for a more favourable 3 which offered 
ſoon after; when the King wanted Supplies to pre- 
pare for a War with the Oldenburghers, Lubeckers 
and ſome other neighbouring States, who were ready 
to attack him. It was then the Diet took the Ad- 
vantages of the King's Neceſſity, and having given 
im to underſtand, that they would grant no Taxes, 
till their Propoſal with regard to the Independancy 
of the Preſidents of the Courts ſhould be received and 
affirmed; he was forced, with much Reluctance to 
comply with their Demands, ** 
 _ Matters being now very quiet in Danemarch, and 
a great Number of the People generally ſatisfied with 
the Conduct of their King and thankful for their De- 
Jiverance from the late Tyranny, to which, they 


looked 
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looked upon him as materially inſtrumental; they 
now ſought to turn him againſt the unhappy Objects 
of their Jealouſy, the Nordwegians, regardleſs of 
this People's having been ſo uſeful in defeating the 
Tyrant hriſtiern and his Armies and Followers. 

Frederick was now poſſeſſed of the Crowns of 
Danemarch and Nordweg. He had the Misfortune 
of being neceſſitous. He ordered the States of 
Nord weg to be Aſſembled and demanded a Sum of 
Money of them towards defraying the Expences of 
the Fleet and Army, he ſent to defend their Rights. 
The Diet as well as the People at large expreſſed 
the moſt grateful Senſe of the Services, the Protection 
he afforded them; pleaded, with great Truth and 
equal Grief, their extreme Poverty, which rendered 
them at that Time utterly incapable of raiſing any 
Supplies, and made it difficult to get even the com- 
mon Neceſſaries of Life for themſelves ; but gave the 
fulleſt Aſſurances of their good Intentions ; as the beſt 
Earneſt of which, they paſt an Act, acknowledging the 
5 —— and Legality of bis Title to the Crown of 

0 
The King, whoſe Temper was none of the Beſt, 
was highly inraged at this Diſappointment; and, 
without conſidering the Condition of the Country, 
not yet recovered from the Ruins and Deſolations of 
the late War; contracted ſuch an Averſion to the 
People, as ended but with his Life; though without 
them, he had not found the Conqueſt of Chriſtiern 
and the Poſſeſſion of Nordweg ſo eaſy. This was 
the more ungenerous, as this People not only loved 
the King, beſt of any of his Subjects, but even 
to this Day, adore his Memory. 

Of this, he gave many Proofs ; the Chief of which 
were his rejecting their Act of Election or Recog- 
nition with Contempt and Indignity, and his paſſing 
a Law, at the Inſtigation of the jealous Danes, and, 
as ſome ſay, in W of a Sum of Movey 
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1 5 granted, whereby dhe Jile; Jae nt of 

rdwegians was in a moſt unnatu ws I umuſt 
manner reſtrained and abſtructed. Of he ans 
the — Conſequence. 

Beſore this Law, Danemarch and Nordveg for- 
niſhed the) greateſt Bart gf Europe apd.ſgme. other 
Countries wich Traip Oih, Parmacity, Whalebone 
and dried Eiſh for Sea Proviſions, Sc. The greateſt 
Part of this Trade centered in Danemarch; Nord- 
weg had hut a mederate Share of, 8 whit vas not 
likely ta be much extended. 

But, ſmall as their Share was, it gaye the jeaſous 
Danes Offence, and they judged, if they could but 
reſtrain or obſtruct! it, the Whole Trade would. f 
into their Hands. Thi they laid before the King, 
Aar they found Means to bring to fo good an Un- 
ſtanding of their-Scheme 3 that he fan 5 8 5 
reap. + into it, and got a Law .propaſed, in 
Danamarch, enacting, that for the LY 
no: Fiſh+Qil,o. WbaJebone, or. dried Fiſh, ſhall. be 
ſent aut of Noardweg in apy Native or foreign Bot- 
roms, except by Permiſſion of the States of Dane- 
march, to ſuch Ports of that Kingdom, and; i in ſuch 
Propottions, a8 it Niet ſhall naw or; from, Time to 
Time, hereafter direct. Here began he Id. dan; 
gerous Tyranny; : ſuch as bote the Semblance of 
Laa with: which the late Fyrant had not che an 
ning to cover his violent Meaſures. 
Fiſh at this Time made the principal, Article f in 
che Trade of that poor Kingdom. And ag the Peo- 
7 ere poor, living remote from the Court, which 
ikewiſe attracted their Nobles and other opulent Men 
from 3 they were forced to work at a cheaper Rate, 
and conſequetly could ſomewhat underſell the Da- 
niſn Fiſhermen, | who, were more rich and now be- 
ginning to be Luxurious. What unheard of Cruelty, 
to rob them of the: common Benefits of Nature ? 
Their ſole viſble Means *. Subſiſtence? But no- 


thing 
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thing leſs than their utter Ruin could pleaſe the Danes; 
not ſeeipg that they were involved in the ſame Fate. 

The Nordwegians now knew the malignant Danes, 
too well to doubt their being capable of doing any 
Thing to oppreſs or tyranniſe over them, be it ever 
ſo. iniquitous. They could not at firſt believe the 
King could be baſe and wicked enough to aſſent to 
ſuch an unjuſt, injurious Law. But, though they 

found it but too true; it hardly abated of their — 
titude or their Veneration of the Man, whom they 
had now taught their Children to look upon as their 
Deliverer. 

However, they looked upon it as nugatory ; as 
they naturally thought, they were by no Means to 
be bound by any Law, to which they had not given 
their Conſent. So they went on with their Trade 

regardleſs of the Prohibition. 

The King, being informed of this, 3 8 
ſmall Ships to be built and armed. Theſe, from 
their Employment, were called Fiſhers. They were 
ordered to Cruiſe on the Coaſt of Nordweg and its 
Iſles, to ſearch every Ship ſailing from their Ports, 
.and to ſeize and confiſcate every Ship, which ſhould 
be found to carry more of the prohibited Nardwegian 
Commodity, than was barely neceſſary, . to ſupport 
her Crew on their Voyage. Judge how well this 
became a Man, that would be thought the great De- 
liverer of his Country. 

At the firſt ſetting out of theſe Fiſhers, Numbers 
of trading Families were ruined by the Seizures made. 
The Fiſhermen were reduced to Beggary, getting 
none but an inſufficient home Conſumption for their 
Fiſh, To avoid ſtarving at Home, theſe poor Men 
were forced. to fly their native Country and hire 
themſelves as Callers toall the trading Countries, but 
chiefly to the next to them, the Dutch and Engliſh, 
To theſe, they ſoon taught the Art of Fi 
which has ſince been brought to ſuch e, [> 

tne 
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theſe and other Countries, that moſt that are conti- 
guous to the Sea, are now ſo far become Maſters of 


the Buſineſs of Fiſhing, that they furniſh themſelves, 
and even others, with the Products of all the Nor- 


thern Seas; ſo that the Trade is not only loſſed to the 
Nordwegians by the Cruelty and falſe Craft of their 
Oppreſſors; but the Danes, theſe ſhameleſs, infatu- 
ated Tyrants, ſoon after, deſervedly ſuffered the ſame 
Fate. 1 "OP "WM : e "7 
© How happy, how honourable, how great is it, if 


the thinking find, that ſuch horrid, iniquitous 


Meaſures were never dealt out by a Britiſn King or 
Legiſlature to any of the Dominions of our Crown ? 
And that, on the contrary, all Parts are incouraged to 
extend their Trade and make the moſt of all the 
Products of Nature and Art, within the Country? 
Well knowing that the Riches of the remoteſt Ter- 
ritories are but a Part of the Funds of the Whole, 
which either circulate or center in, the Mother 


Country? To this good Policy, it muſt be owing, if 


it be found, that none of our Artiſans have fled into fo- 


. reign States, to the Prejudice of our Manufactures or 


Commerce. Under a Government, ſo wiſely, ſo 
juſtly, ſo equally adminiſtered as ours is, and always 
muſt be, no Evils like theſe that have fallen upon 
Nord weg and Danemarch are, by any Means, to be 
apprehended. © But, deſtroying Trade alone could 
not ſatisfy the Daniſh Tyrants : Nordweg muſt fall. 
And fall indeed ſhe did; though hardly alone. 

In the Reign of Frederick, great Encouragement 
was given to the appealing from the ſupreme Judi- 
cature in Nordweg to that of Danemarch. Several 
Daniſh Lawyers, inſtructed for the Purpoſe, were 
ſent over, who undertook the Succeſs of Suits for a 
proper Premium. Many of theſe amaſſed great For- 
runes, and ſoon after purchaſed Places and Honours 
in the State; for all was now Venal in theſe corrupt 


States. They regarded not what ſide of the Queſtion 


they 
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they. took. - They had what Diſpatch was poſſible in 
the Determination made; not regarding whether the 
Judgment went for or againſt their Clients. They 
knew an effeftual Way of ſecuring the Succeſs, If 
a Decree happeried to go for them, it was well; if 
not, why very well. It was but appealing, and for 
the Encouragement of ſuch Appeals, the ſupreme Ju- 
dicature in Danemarch, for many Years, till they 
Judged their Juriſdiction over that of Nordweg, by 
long acquieſcence confirmed; never failed of De- 
creeing, with exemplary, dreadful Coſts, in favour 
of the Appellants. But, this beneficial Trade for the 
Lawyers did not laſt long: It was ſoon learned by 
the Suiters; who now diſregarded the Iſſue of any Suit 
there; looking only for the Decree and contending 
who ſhould firſt Appeal. But when the Danes found 
themſelves indiſputably poſſeſſed of the Power; other 
Meaſures took Place: Faction or a Bribe directed 
ſoon after the Determination of this, and of every 
Court, in Dane march. 17175 

But not content with eſtabliſhing this miſerable de- 
pendence of Nordweg upon Danemarch; ſeveral 
Acts were made in the Daniſh Diet to bind the Nord- 
wegians without their Conſent, and often made with- 
out their knowledge; particularly with regard to the 
Diſpoſal of the Lands ſeized, upon the Placart of 
Frederick, while yet to the Nordwegians, but Duke 
of Holſtein. i | 

Though Nordweg was by theſe Means viſibly 
broken and undone; Danemarch was not ſo fafe as 
this infatuated People imagined : Since Margaret's 
Days, in which they ſeem to have been at the Zenith 
of their Glory; they have been declining, by quicker 

or ſlower Degrees, to the Reign of Frederick the 
third, in which Time, the Meaſure of their Ini- 
quity being filled, they were reduced, or rather as by 
a Decay of Nature, without any viſible outward Force 
or Cauſe, fell into the ſhameful Slayery, under which 


they 
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they have ſince groaned, which may be conſidered as | 
the political Death of the State. The fatal Diſtemper 
had now aſſailed her, and what made it more terrible, 


the People were not ſenſible of it, till at the ſtated 


Time becoming incurable, Death muſt inevitably 
have enſued. N80 | 
At this Time, the State of Danemarch went upon 
Crutches. Nordweg was one of her chief Supports. 
Had the proper Uſe been made of her, Danemarch 
could never have fallen. But, Nordweg was not 
only thrown away, but deſtroyed, rendered ufeiefs to 
herſelf, of Courſe to her Neighbour and Sifter. The fall 
of the One, was neceſſarily attended with that of the 
Other. What protracted this fall, and how, remains 
next to be related. Who does not rejoice, who finds, 
that no ſuch deſtructive wicked Meaſures were ever 
taken againſt any Part of the Dominions of Britain? 
Frederick having prepared the Way for the Reforma- 
tion of Religion, by having early embraced the Augſburg 
Confeſſion, the whole Body of the non - reformed Clergy 
ſet themſelves openly or ſecretly againſt him. So 
that there were divers Plots contrived againſt his Life 
and Government, which ended only in giving him 
the ſtronger Averſion to the Romiſh Clergy, and in 
laying Schemes for curtailing the exorbitant Power of 
their Biſhops. He died before he could complete his 
Projects, in the Year 1533, leaving his Son Chriſ- 
tiern III. to ſucceed him on the Throne, and finiſh 
the good Works, his Sire had began. 
This King aſcended the Throne, not without great 
Difficulty. By the Contrivances of the Clergy, a 


Party for the late depoſed King was kept up in all 


Parts of the Daniſh Dominions. They judged the 
late King's Death a favourable Opportunity to at- 
tempt a Reſtoration. With theſe, the Oldenburghers 
and Lubeckers joined, pretending to have but the 
ſame Views, when in Fact the Prince of the 2 
. " . 8 | 57 Ea 
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Earl-Chriſtopher, had ſuch as were entirely ſelfiſh, 
| and which he only covered with this Pretence. 

Several Provinces were by artful Inſinuations and 
Ame me of the Biſhops and Clergy, gained over 
to declare for the impriſoned and dethroned King; 
And, contrary to what was at firſt apprehended, the 
Matter wore lo ſerious a F ace, as to require the Aſ- 
filtance of Guſtavus King of Sweden, before it could 
be ſet to Rights. This King neither loved the Clergy 
nor their Tool of a King. He therefore declared 
for Chriſtiern III; and marched an Army to his Aſ- 
fiſtance; at the Sight of which, the Malecontents and 
their pretended Allies fled and deſiſted; ſo that che 
King was ſettled peaceably on the Throne. 
As ſoon as he found his Authority eſtabliſhed, 5 
baniſhed- the Clergy that were fomenters of this Re- 
bellion, and depoſed all the Biſhops, And ſoon after 
rooting out Popery, he eſtabliſhed Lutheraniſm in its 
Place, both in Danemarch and Nordweg, After 
this, he lived beloved, reigned peaceably and hap- 
pily, upon his Father's Plan, and died much la- 
mented about the Year 1358; the Danes never at- 
tempting a Reformation of their lapſed Government? 
It is eaſy, even in this ſhort ſketch of the political 
Hiſtory: of theſe Kings, to ſee a variety of Blots in 
their Eſcutcheons. The greateſt of which is their 
following the Plan, upon which ſome of the worſt of 
their Predeceſſors ruled, where they judged it neceſſary 
for their private Purpoſes, They endeavoured at 
obtaining an undue Influence in the Courts of Judi- 


cature; in which, they were in ſome Meaſure foiled, 
but ſometimes ſacceeded. They gave one Kingdom 


an unjuſt Preference to the other; not by making one 
the particular Place of their Reſidence ; for that might 
have been neceſſary; but in an unequal Diſtribution 
of Laws, as well as royal Favours, in robbing” one of 
it's Trade, by which the other came to loſe it in the 
E and above all in making not only the a 

ourts 


0: 8 
. 
: 
Tn 
- 
* 
: 
1 
[| 
« 
: 


666 


Courts of Judicature but even the Diet of one King- 
dom ſhame fully, iniquitouſly ſubſervient to thoſe of 
the other; making two Legiſiatures Claſh, and ſub- 
jecting the People of one Kingdom to two Maſters, 
whoſe Commands were diametrically the Reverſe of 
each other, ; RT 
Had ſuch an abominable Soleciim in Government 
been made in Britain, what Diſtraction would it not 
occaſion in the Minds of Men of a tender Senſe of 
Freedom and Juſtice? But happily the moſt inſen- 
ſible and unthinking are well aſſured, that nothing 
like it can be charged upon ſuch Wiſe and Virtuous 
Adminiſtrations as ours are, ever have and ever ſhall 
be found. 3 | | 
Though all theſe Meaſures not only tended to the 
Subverſion. of Government, but in theſe States muſt 


have actually, for the Preſent, ſuſpended, if not 


overturned, the Government z theſe Kings did not 
Content themſelves here, but gave the political Con- 
ſtitution more ſubtil, more deadly Poiſon. 

In the Reigns of theſe two Kings, which may 


well be coupled, from the Similitude of their Tempers 


and Adminiſtrationsz the Freedom of Ele&ion of 
Members of the Diet was firſt oppenly attempted ; for, 
the Influence of the Crown, in the Appointment of 
the returning Officers, was not alone. uſed ; but the 
Electors themſelves were hardily bribed in the Face of 
the Sun, without Shame or Remorſe. And as the 
People now began to get ſome Taſte of Luxury, 
which created them Wants, unknown to their ho- 
neſter Anceſtors; this horrid, deſtructive Scheme of 
Corruption, had long ſince completely overturned 
the Conſtitutions of both Kingdoms, had not the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Crown happily poſtponed the Evil. 
Here however, the Plan was laid, which ſucceeding 
Miniſters of Iniquity improved upon; by ſhewing that 
the moſt effectual and cheap Method was to let the Elec- 
tions go as they might, but to ſecure the Elected by 


Bribes 
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Bribes of one Kind or other. How far this ſuc- 


ceeded we ſhall have Occaſion to relate, before the 
general Fall of Danemarch, 

How will the Sons of Britain, in theſe diſtinguiſhed 
Days of her Rigteouſneſs and Renown, be able to 
conceive any Men capable of theſe cardinal Iniquities? 
What Credit can the moſt authentic Hiſtorian ex- 

&, that is not inſpired, when he relates a Detail of 
uch horrid Crimes as are not yet known or even 
conceived in Britain? Men, who, from the Loweſt. 
to the Higheſt, prove themſelves, in every Part of 
their political Oeconomy, void of all Appearances of 
ſordid, mercenary or ſelfiſh Views; who deteſt Cor- 


ruption of every Kind, as they deſpiſe its Wages, 


can not be ſuppoſed to believe theſe like Narrations, or 
be in any wiſe effected by them. Since then, Britons 
are ſo happily: placed out of the Power of ſuch Temp- 
tations,, beyond the Reach of Suſpicion of Guilt 
let them wiſely purſue their Amulements, diſſipate 
all Care and Thought of the Public; and if they can 
not, as ſurely they hardly can, believe theſe Things ; 
let them ſerve for their Diverſion, like ſo many 
Novels; while I purſue my Tale with the ſame In- 
tentions with which I ſet out. Farewell! 


Yours, Se. 
LI 


Relating the Corruption and conſequent Slavery of 
other neighbouring States, as well as of Danemarch. 


F I have not till now amuſed you and raiſed your 


Curioſity to come to the End of my long Story, 


in which 1 ſhall] open more Scenes of Corruptions on 
every ſide of You, ſtop here; but let me, to give 
Vent to my own Choler, purſue my Narrative, 
though like Perſons in ſome genteel Countries who 
have but the Sexton and the Clerk to addreſs or 


pray 
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pray for, I may get but the Compoſitor and Cortector 
of the Preſs to read my Lucubrations. 


In the laſt Century, the Government of nee 
began to loſe Ground. It was originally a free Gothic 
State, eſtabliſned by the Franks, a People of Franconia 
in Germany, who changed its antient Name of Gal- 
lia or Gaul, to that which it now retains F rancia ot 
France. 

For ſeveral Centuries, they preſerved their Free- 
dom, were governed by their rartieular and general 
States, and kept their King to the primitive Inſti- 
tution, which was no more than the Preſident of their 
Councils and the Executioner of their Laws in Times 
of Peace, from whoſe Influence and directive Power, 
he could claim no Exemption; and the General of 
their Armies in Times of War. 

Had there been no Wars, this People might have 
ſtill retained their Freedom. But to carry on Wars, 
whether oſſenſive or defenſive, armed Men muſt be 
employed. Theſe, whether Native or Foreign, 
Mercenary or Free at firſt; if kept long on Foot, 
contract a kind of Ferocity, an Averſion to all Power, 
but that Deſpotic one that rules them; learn to hold 
the Civil Society and it's Authority in Contempt; 
ſet themſelves in Oppoſition to it, and ſeldom fail in 
Time of overturning the moft Free and powerful 
State. This, about this Time, became the Fate oſ 
France, whoſe Kings from an elective and limited 
Monarchy, made themſelves by Degrees, Hereditary 
and Defporic, turned a Civil into a Military Govern- 
ment, conſequently made all the free Subjects of po- 
pu ular Laws, Slaves, whoſe” Lives, and Liberties and 

roperties were now dependent on the Breath of the 
Monarch. 

What an horrid Change! But, why ſhould I a 1 
horrid ? It never affected Britain, whoſe Sons are 
Free, ſo Happy, that they can hardly entertain an 
Idea of the Wretchedneſs of Slavery _— Abs, ; 

ecte 
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affected not the Danes; for they wantonly run on in 
the ſame Courſe; ed of the Warning.) ber 
went even further; . 

- Abſolute Power bas a Charm. that none but great 
Sauls ate able to reſiſt. The Brilliancy of a Court, 
whoſe Head is looked upon but a few, if any, De- 
grees below Ae ; — holds al] the Treaſure 
of the Nation, all the Employments. of the State z 
yea, the Lives and Fortunes of all the Subjects in his 
Hands, muſt attract the Admiration of the undiſ-. 
cerning Multitude, and few, too few ate found ca- 
pable of making the proper Eſtimate of theſe Matters. 

Few ſuch were found in France, and fewer ſtill in 
Danemarch, / The Adoration paid the Power of the 
Monarch of France, was an Object looked upon 
with Envy and longing Emulation by every King in 
Eorope, —if we except ours. It as evidently. 
the Caſe in Danemarch., The Titles of Honour, the 
Places, the Penſions, the Eſtates in the Monarch's 
Gift, and not leſs, the ſplendid Figures, I mean of 
the Dreſs, of his Courtiers, made moſt wiſh ſuch 
Powers in their King; where, if only as in a Lottery, 
they may ſometimes hope for a better Share, than 
in a dull Common- wealth, where Merit alone could 
demand or hope for Honours or other Promotion. 

As the Danes loſt a Senſe of the Happineſs of their 
Government, and the public Spirit, neceſſary to 
Support it; the Cuſtoms, Manners, and in Time, 
the Policy of F rance, were all introduced into Dane- 
march; where, all in their Turns were eſtabliſhed. 
The Averſion to the French Government was gra- 
dually ſoftened and diminiſhed by the Governors, and 
as faſt introduced. But, Dreſs and Faſhion. led the 
Van. It was received and admired at Court, and the, 
Multitude ſoon followed their Leaders. Not a Gen- 
tleman or Lady could now appear at Court, or in, 
any genteel Aſſembly, that were not. clothed and 
dreſſed by French Taylors and Milliners; and many a 
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OCourtief and à Lover loſt their Suits, fof wünt of 
| having their Beatds or Whiſkers accomimedated | in 
the gallant Taſte and mode of France, 

Theſe deſpicable Triffles, ever happily below! the 
Attention of Britons; now became Matters of Mo- 
ment, in Danemarch, The ſtriẽt Modeſty, the frozen 
Chaſtity of the Northern Danes, began now to give 
Way to the eaſier and politer Cuſtoms of France. 
And Patriots were more ſolicitous about the now 
courtly Dreſs and Mariners, than in furniſhing their 
Heads with juſt Notions of Liberty and the Conſti- 
tution of their Country, or arming their Hearts with 
Fortitude to maintain them. Then, the French Lan- 

age was found to have a Charm irreſiſtable. Oae 
ſweet ſounding French Word was judged more com- 
prehenſſve, than a Whole Phraſe of vulgar ' Daniſh. 
And he that could not ſpeak ſome French, if it was 
but an unmeaning Word thrown now and chen imo 
Converſation with an affected Grace; was reckoned 
but rude and unbred. 

Nordweg at this Time had her Deſtruction well 
nigh compleated. She had loſt ber Liberty, loſt her 
Trade; and moſt of her induſtrious Sons, to avoid 
ſtarving at Home, were forced to ſeek Livelihoods 
among Strangers. In Times of ſuch Calamity, all 
that had Fortunes to ſupport them abroad, fled 
toward the Court. Some few however remained, 
and this Remnant lived. A home Trade and Con- 
ſumption was ſufficient for a few, and ſome of theſe 
muſt ſometimes have made, what in their Denn 
in Nord weg, was a Forte!!! 5 © 

Thus the Remnant of the Nordwegians ER yet 
have ſurvived the Tyranny, eſcaped in ſome Meaſure, 
the dire Effects of the political Views of the Danes, 
had not their moral Vices, {wept them off like: a 
raging Peſtilence. 

The broken Fg 12 made ealy in heir 
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Fortunes, were no longer to be contented with the 
fimple Manners and Cuſtoms, plain Dreſs and Diet 
of their Country, but they muſt in all Things affect 
to ape the Danes, who were themſelves but now be- 
come the aukward Apes of France. Thus the Nord- 
wegians, as they got a little Riches, got a Taſte of 
the Luxuries of Danemarch, and -greedily fwal- 
lowed down their growing Vices, at ſecond Hand. 
Theſe grow in every uncultivated Soil. And thus, 
what a Series of bad Policy, ſeconded by tyrannic 
Power, was unable to effect, readily gave Way to 
the combined Force of Luxury, Immorality and 
Folly. Oh! That the reſt of the Sons of Men had fol- 
lowed the inſtructive, the illuſtrious Example of our 
Britain, in ſtanding firm Proof againſt the evil Cuſ- 
toms, Manners and Policy of corrupt, inſla ved neigh- 
bouring States But away from home, and to 
our Hiſtory. | 

Upon the Death of Chtiſtiern III. his Son, Fre- 
derick II. was called to the Throne, about the Year 
1560. Great Hopes were conceived from his good 
Underſtanding, Humanity, Liberality and Valour. 
And had he been left to the Dictates of his own mag- 
nanimous Heart, the public Expectations moſt cer- 
tainly had not been fruſtrated. His Integrity kept 
him elear of Suſpicion: He thought every Man 
honeſt about him, and this made him ſometimes repoſe 
Confidence, where he ſhould not. 

During the Reigns of his Father and Grandfather, 
two violent Factions aroſe, and about this Time, 
divided and rent the State. The one zealouſly con- 
tended for Chriſtiern II. and his Family; the other 
aſſerted the Rights of the People to depoſe a Tyrant, 
expel his Iſſue and call a fitter Prince to hold the 
Reigns of Government, to preſerve and maintain the 


Liberties of the Stares, No Briton will think this 


extraordinary. 
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- But neither oftheſe Factions long held the Principles, 
upon which they were raiſed and ſupported. Each 


however took and retained, the Nick- name given it 
in Contempt by the other. The firſt were diſtin- 


guiſhed by — Name of the Glummers or Glums,, 


the ſecond, by thar of the Glymmers, Glimmers or 
for Shortneſs, Glims ; Appellations, whoſe original 
Meanings, I could never learn. But, they ſerved as 
a kind of watch Word, by which each Party ſhould: 
be diſt inguiſned, and in Time, were made to bear 
very. oppoſite. Meanings; by a Glummer was under- 
ſtood, a Man that would rob the Public, murder 

the Conſtitution. of his Country, to raiſe a Tyrant 
to Rule over. it with deſpotic Sway; by a Glim or 
Glym, for it was differently written, a zealous Ad- 
vocate. for. the public Liberties, one that dare law- 
fully oppoſe Arbitrary Power. to the utmoſt, and ra- 
A than ſuffer his Country to be inſlaved, dare. 
- plant a Dagger in a Tyrant's Heart, though he had 
been his beſt Friend and Benefactor. 

Theſe were the N ames, by which theſe Factions choſe 
to be diſtinguiſhed, It is not to be doubted, that each 
ſet out upon theſe oppoſite Principles. But, it is as 
certain, that neither retained it's Import long; that 
they ſerved. but as'Maſks for Knaves or Fools; under 
which, they might lurk Secure, or ſtir up a Party 
to aſſiſt in gaining their private Views, for which 
any of them would at any Time change Sides; and 
that in Proceſs of Time, theſe moſt oppoſite Parties 
entirely changed Names and Principles, if any they. 
had; Glummers becoming u, and Gljms, Glum- 
mers. 


to the Succeſſion of Frederick, thinking this a fair 
Opportunity of reviving their Claims for Albert, the 
Son of Chriſtiern II. who died the Tear before 
King Frederick's Acceſſion to the Throne. To this, 
they were the more inſtigated, by finding, the King 


had 


The 8 gave all the Oppoltion they could 


; 5. 1 
had diſappointed the Hopes, ſome of the leadin 
Men had entertained, of being called into the Senat 
or ſome of the great Offices ot the State, by the new 
King. But theſe vaniſhing, upon the King's hap- 
pening to continue - the Court much as his Father 
left it, which was chicfly in the Glyms ; the Glum- 
mers determined to give all the Diſturbance and Trouble 
poſſible; which went no farther then putting the 
King under the Neceſſity of raiſing more Troops, 
and making new Alliances; which put the Nation 
to a conſiderable Expence; for which, the Diet was 
forced to impoſe new Taxes, Nordweg was forced 
to raiſe proportionable Levies; and thus began the 
national Debt, before unknown in theſe frugal States, 
and which afterwards proved one of the concurring, it 
not of the principal Cauſes of their Downfall. 
The Effects of the rebellious Labours of the Glum- 
mers reached ne farther than the Borders of the 
King's Territories. Both Danemarch and Nordweg 


remained quiet, and the far greater Part of the People 


of both Kingdoms gave the utmoſt Proofs of their 
Allegiance and pure Affection to Frederick. 

The Diſaffected were however able to raiſe Jea+ 
louſies againſt the whole Royal Family, and to cauſe 
ſome Commotions in Holſtein, where the Ditmar- 
ſians put themſelves under Arms and took the Field 
in an hoſtile and rebellious Manner. The King ſent 


an Army againſt them, which ſhortly ſubdued them 


and brought them back to their Allegiance. 21 
But this Stroke, inſignificant and light as it may 
appear, in it's Conſequences, greatly concurred to 
the cutting ſhort the Thread of Life of the Liberties 
of Danemarch. 

The King finding the Affections of his favourite 
Subjects of Holſtein likely to be alienated from his 
Family, by his neceſſary Abſence from them; thought 
it the beſt Expedient, to ſend his eldeſt Son Chr iſ- 
tiern, che hereditary Duke of Holſtein, to be edu- 
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cated and live among them, till he ſhould be called 
to the Throne. 


This. — che deſired Effect; the Holſteiners 
were appeaſed and ſatisfjed. They did not doubt 
making ſuch an Impreſſion upon their young Prince, 


that he ſhould ſtrongly retain his Affections for his 


hereditary Country. For this, all Ranks artfully 
laid themſelves. out, and ſucceeded to their Wiſhes. 
The Prince grew up to Manhood, in all Reſpects an 
Holſteiner. He was flattered in his Vanities, which 


indeed were hot many. He loved Power and was ſo 
well inſtructed in the Difference betwixt an hereditary 
Principality and an elective Crown; that he envied 


not his Father the Sceptre he held, and would then 
have ſat down contented with his Holſtein. ' 
This could not eſcape the Obſervations of the 
jealous Danes, among whom there were many Male- 
contents, as well as the Glummers, who wiſhed for 


nothing more than to make the Family of Holſtein 


hated, in hopes of bringing in Albert, the Son of the 
late depoſed King. 


This — Spirit was ſo artfully and univerſally fo- 
' mented, that in ſome Time, the Glims as well as 


the Glummers began to be affected, though from 


very different Motives: The later wiſhed to render 
the Family of Holſtein hateſul and get them cut off; 


the Glims wiſhed to correct whatever was found 


wrong, and perpetuate the Crown in a Family, the 


beſt Qualified and the moſt likely to maintain the 
Liberties of the States, or the Remnant of them: 
For, little more than the Form of Government was 


now left; which the People were in general too 


ſtupid to perceive. 


Thoſe of the former: Faction, that had Seats in 
the Diet, finding a Diſcontent ariſing among thoſe of 


the later, for the Prince's too great Fondneſs for the 


Dutchy of Holſtein; thought it a fit Opportunity 
* making ſome Motions to provide a Sueceſſor 
the 
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the Throne in Caſe of the Death of the preſent King, 
They were much iacouraged by finding no Oppo- 
ſition from the Glims, who ſeemed to yo Sa- 
 tisfied, of the Neceſſity and timelineſs of ſuch 
a Proviſion. The Glummers mentioned 1 | 
Princes related to the preceding Kings, none of 
which were agreeable to the Generality. Some were 
hardy enough to propoſe the Son of Chriſtiern II. 
But, the Objections to admitting the Son of the Ty- 
rant, who by his horrid Scenes of Iniquity forfeited, like 
any other Traitor, for himſelf and his Iſſue, werr 
too ſtrong to admit of much Debate, His foreign 
Education in Arbitrary Governments; his early im- 
bibed Hatred and Efimity to thoſe who were Inftru- 
mental to the depoſing bis Father; bis being 
grounded in a Syſtem of Religion ſubverſive of the 
preſent Eſtabliſnment, and above all, his laying an 
hereditary Claim to the Crown, were all diſplayed 
in ſuch a Light, as ſhewed the moſt inſenſtble and 
perverſe, what horrible Things were to be expected 
from the admitting a Man of this ney: to urn the 
Reigas of Government. 
| Tack being eſtabliſhed, an Expedient wat 33 
to which each Faction, after ſome Debate, agreed; 
though upon different Motives: It was moved; that 
the Duke of Holſtein, the King's eldeſt Son, ſhould 
be declared Prince of Danemarch and Succeſſor to 
his Father in the Throne; with this Proviſion, which 
was couched in the ſtrongeſt Terms, that when- 
ſoever the ſaid Duke of Holſtein ſhould ſucceed to the 
Throne, he ſhould never leave the Territories of the 
Crown of Danemarch, without the Conſent of the 
States in Diet convoked. And if he departed the 
Kingdom, without fuch Conſent of the States, that 
he ſhould be, 1pſo Fado, degraded and depoſed. 
The Glims moved this as the beſt Security to the 
Succeſſor of the Allegiance and Affection of the 
| _ and to the People of the Removal of all 
X G 4 Cauſe 


4 — * ²?ñ̃ XE 1 R 


—j[— — 2 — 
* 


2 + 
Cauſe of Jealouſy, ſuch as Frederick the Firſt often 
gave by his Abſence ; by © obliging the King to 


reſide within his regal Dominions, the moſt im- 


portant Patt of his Charge. The Glummers, find- 
ing they could not gain the wiſhed for Ends, agreed 
to this; upon a Preſumprion, that neither the Duke 
nor the 12 his Father would accept of the Terms; 
or if they did, that the Prince would find the Re- 
ſtraint ſo heavy upon him, when he ſhould come to 
the Throne; that he would find ſome Means of 
breaking or evading. it; and ſo give them another 
Opportunity of Fiſhing in troubled Waters. And 
the King, thinking it juſt to give the Subjects ever y 


2 Satisfaction and "juſt Security, cheerfully 


aſt a Bill with theſe Proviſions -into' a Law; the 

n-obſeryance of which was another of the many 
Fatal Wounds, given rere 3 3 vital 
Parts were reached. 91 

Had ſuch a Law as this bees ** in Biitain, 
who! would not have looked upon it as facred, as a 
fundamental Part of the Conſtitution, never to be al- 


tered, till the Succeſſion could no longer run in that 


Channel ? None bar Slaves and Parricides, Enemies 
to their Country and their Prince. If our Enemies 
could ſhew* ſuch Blots in our Annals, ſuch ſtains in 
the Characters of King and People, what free Briton 
eculd withhold Bluſnes or Tears? Let it not be 
thought of: We have loved our Kings too well, to 


_-ſaffer them, if they could, to tranſgreſs. They have 


been too wiſe and juſt to attempt it; or, if it were 
"poſſible to be orherwiſe, they had found our Parlia- 
ments too watchful not to warn and council them; 
too faithful to their Truſt to give up any Thing, 
inconſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of the 
King and People; which ever have been, as they 
now are and ever ſhall be, mutual and inſeparable. 
But, what have You or I to do with theſe Conſide- 
rations? Joes us then 1 25 them for Something or any 
S Thing, 
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Thing, in which we are leſs concerned. "WY that 
_ W | * 


You ns, &e, 
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Bring a Stn es aff the Diſtaſes, that drought 0 on 
l )ßbe Deatb of Dane march, 8 


S the Nordwegians were not now looked Son 
as concerned in any Affairs of Government; 

they were never conſulted in theſe Matters. However, 
they were not yet denied the Liberty of talking on 
theſe Subjects, any where, but in their Diet, which 
was now called once in two or three Years, to grant 
additional Subſidies to the Crown ; thoſe, they had 
already wiſely granted in perpetuity, being found in- 
ſufficient to anſwer the multiplied Exigencies of the 
State, or the Drafts of the King upon the N 
3 daily increaſed moſt extravagant). 

la ſome Things, the Nordwegians were allowed 
— Indulgences: They were permitted to take, and 
fully to enjoy all the moral Vices, all the Follies, of the 
Danes. Their Diet, rather than be idle, to fill up vacant 
Spaces, would do any Thing; and as, by Gortſ- 
man's Law, they could do nothing without the Per- 
miſſion of the King and his Senate in Danemarch; 
theſe wiſely prevented their paſſing any Act, that 
could do the Country any good; but gave them a 
full Latitude to do as much Miſchief to themſelves 
and Foſterity, as their. Vices and Follies. could 
EO \ 
However, to fave the Cris the Trouble of the 
ſcrupulous reading, and rejecting their Bills, as well as 
to have an Opportunity of gaining ſome favourite 
Points there ſometimes, without Force or the Know- 
ledge of the Diet of Danemarch; the King had the 
-lame care taken there, as at Home, to influence the 

Elections 
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Elections of the Members of the Diet, or to engage 
them in his Intereſt, or rather to his Will; which 


waz moſt eaſily and effectually done, when they were 


elected, by Bribes, Penſions, Places or Promiſes. 
And the better to prevent the uniting of the People, 
which might poſſibly make them too troubleſome, if 


not to ſtrong for their Oppreſſors; all Diligence was 


uſed to divide them and fet them at Variance againſt 


one another. | 

This was eaſily done by propagating a perſecuting 
Spirit for religious Tenets, between thoſe of the New 
eſtabliſned Religion and thoſe that had retained the 
Old. This was carried to the utmoſt Heighth. The 
Diſputes about Conſubſtantiation and Tranfabſtan- 


ttiiation cauſing the Loſs of Liberty and Property to 


many; endleſs Animoſities muſt neceſſarily be raiſed. 
And leſt the Conſubſtantiators ſnould have any 


Union among them; the violent Spirits of the Glims 


and Glummers were conveyed into this Set, by a 
Kind of Transfuſion from Danemarch. 1 

Thus, whatever Steps Danemarch made towards 
Deſtruction, ſhe made poor Nord weg lead the Way. 


And has had only this fad and ill natured Confo- 
lation in her Fall z that ſhe, thou 
while, outlived her Siſter Nord weg 
No Prince had reigned with greater Honour and 

Renown, more to the general Satisfaction of the 
People, in Danemarch, than Frederick II. did for 
upwards of twenty Tears: For, though be was led 
now and then, by the Vices of the Times, to run 
into the Schemes of corrupting the Counſellots of 


gh but for a ſhort 


the State; during this Time, they exerted them- 
ſelves to their own Hohbur, as well as to that of 


their King and Country. The Glims all this Time 
prevailed in the Diets, Senates, Courts of Judicature 
and moſt of the other Offices, Judicial or Miniſte-- 
rial, Civil or Military, in both the Kingdoms. 


The 
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The ſame noble Spirit, that animated the Diets, 
Senates and Courts, ſeemed to have diffuſed itſelf 
throughout the Army: For they were every where 
the Terror of their neighbouring Foes. So that all 
the States of Europe courted an Alliance with chis 
King. 

| Had he retained the ory Diſpeigion, that had 
conducted him thus far through his Reiga, with 
Honour, leſs ſullied than any of his Predeceſſors 
had ſhewn no King had lived more revered, or died 
more lamented, than Frederick. . - 

Bur, no Man more ſtrongly ſhewed the Unſteadi- 
neſs and Frailty of human Nature, than this potent 
Prince. He gave himſelf up to Indolence z neglected 
the public Buſineſs ; was leſs attentive to Merit; and 
became at length ſo beſotted, that he could not, or 
would not diſtinguiſh the Friends of his Family and 
the Kingdom, from their Foes; but beſtowed Em- 


ployments and Honours as freely upon the bir 
as on the Glims. 


The Glummets were too watchful of their own In- 
tereſts to neglect this Opportunity of warming them- 
ſelves: into Favour, and ſucceeded fo far as to gain 
the Aſcendant over the drooping, deſponding Glims. 

When Affairs were in this confufed State at home, 
his defigning Enemies made War upon Frederick and 
his Allies. He ſent an Atmy to oppoſe bis Ene- 

mies; but they were of a different Mould from thoſe 
in the firſt Years of his Reign. They were "chiefly | 
compoſed of Glummers, who were too much in the 
Intereſt of his Enemies, and too averſe to that of his 
Allies, to oppoſe them with that noble military 
Spirit, which the Daniſh Soldiers ſhewed in the for- 
mer Parts of this Reign. Yea, in one Engagement, 
the General. of the Danes lookd on, and ſuffered the 
Army of. the beſt Ally of Danemarch to be cut © 
Pieces by her worſt and moſt dangerous — 
without ſtriking a ſingle. Stroke in their Defence: 


F ory 
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For,” which, it was pretended, he had the King's 
Orders. FT 

By Meaſures of this ſhameful Kid, the King and 
People of Danemarch loſt all the Glory, they had 
acquired in the firſt Lears of this Reign; and at 
length, fell into ſuch general Contempt, that they 
loft all their Allies and were forced to make ſcan- 
dalous Conceſſions to an inſolent Enemy, to obtain | 
an inglorious, an ignominious Peace. 

Some Hiſtorians aſſert, that the Baſis of this "Ya " RE 
was a ſecret Article, which was never yet fully proved; 
It is faid, that Frederick, to ſecure Peace and Quiet 

| for the Remainder” of his Days, promiſed his victo- 
- rious Enemy to get the Act for the Succeſſion of his 
Son | repealed, and provide for the Acceſſion of 
Albert, the Son of the dethroned King. The Truth 
of this Charge will hardly be learned before the Day 
of Judgment: For, before ſuch an Article could be 
ratified, the King died; whether of Drunkenneſs, 
Shame or Grief, is uncertain 3 giving Orders to his 
Secretaries to burn and deſtroy on Papers relating 

to this Article, 

Theſe Miniſters were faithful to their Truſt : For, 
upon Search of the King's Papers, after his Death, 
no Traces of ſuch an Article was to be found. Yet 
notwithſtanding, ſome of the Secretaries and prin- 
cipal Officers of the King, who to their Death de- 
nied the foul Imputation; fled and lived in the Ene- 
mies Country, till the Clemency. of the ſucceeding 
King pardoned ſome of them. Their Flight was how- 

| ever attributed by moſt to no other Cauſe, than the 

| Conſciouſneſs of Guilt. 

| Another Evil, which this King intalled upon. his 
| 


Country, was the multiplying the Nobility. He 
created them by the Dozen or the Score, and when 
| he was running his rapid Carreer to Shame and the 
| Delloabtion of his Country; he was called to render 
1 an Account: of his Adminiſtration! to a higher 
| Power, 
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Power, about the Year 1588, the thirtieth of his 
ill · conducted Reign. | nad 
It is remarkable, that ſince the regal Power firſt 
incroached upon the Popular, there never was Virtue 
enough in Danemarch to attempt a Reformation. 
The utmoſt ſtretch of their Integrity was to keep, 
in this Reign, what the preceding King thought fit 
to leave them, in that; without rectitying a ſingle 
Abuſe, or making any Proviſion for the Security of 
Poſterity. ve b i 2 * 
One Point, indeed, they kept, which was often 
feintly attempted to be wreſted from them. In for- 
mer Times, the Crown of Danemarch had a conſi- 
derable Eſtate, ſufficient to ſupport it's Dignity and 
the Honour of the Royal Family. Which made 
Subſidies unneceſſary, except in Time of War. 
This Eſtate was ſquandered by prodigal Kings; 
but, though no King had a right to alienate the 
Crown Lands; as they were given to Men of 
Power, the Diet never had the Virtue to reclaim 
them. Theſe Lands being at length diminiſhed, ſo 
far as to make Subſidies always neceſſary ; various 
Attempts were made to get them granted in Perpe- 
tuity, or to the reigning King, for Life. 

To this the Diet could never be induced to con- 
ſent. But, they did what anſwered the Ends of 
the Crown almoſt as well; they took upon them 
to alter the original ſacred Conſtitution of the 


Realm, which was beyond the Power of the Diet, 


(being Eſtabliſhed by the ſame Power, that gave 
them being;) in making the Diet, which was to be 
elected every Year, continue for Four Years firſt, 
and then afterwards for Eight, Which in Time 
gave wicked Miniſters and corrupt People, an Op- 
portunity of overturning the original Syſtem: of Go- 
vernment; of which I may give you further parti- 
culars at Leiſure, 1 not - . 


( 


If among the few Readers of this Paper, there 
happen to be any, who know ſomething of our Hiſ- 


toy; how muſt they rejoice, when they find none 


of theſe: horrid Invaſions made or attempted upon 
our Government? And that the Inſtitution and the 
Adminiſtrations are preferved in priſtine Vigour and 
Purity? But,'Lwrite not for theſe. | have learned how 
Minorities are to be treated, and what Devotion is to 
be paid to the Majority. For theſe, I write. Let no 
body read this, but he who can amuſe himſelf, with- 
out thinking any Danger at Home, with the triffling 
Revolutions or Subverſions of neighbouring States; 
who can {moke out his Pipe or go to Sleep, while his 
neighbour's Houſe is in Flames, ſeeing his own out 
of immediate 17 7 For You, my good  Maſ- 
ters, I Write. I know your Number and your 
Weight. I know what Multitudes depend upon 
You for Support. And that if all of your happy 
Caſt read my Eucubrations, by the Help of my 
Printer, 1 ſhall: make a great Demand for Paper; 
to the deſirable Emolument of our moſt favourite; 
werful, brave and faithful Friends and Allies of 
Genes, Hollandiand Auſtria. Yours, Ge. 


LETTER Xl. 


Relating ſome of the daad'y Symptoms that preceded the 
political Death f Danemarch. 
FT APPILY thoughtleſs and inſenfible, as 1 
H found you, if you have been able to give any 
ttention to the foregoing Letters; you muſt now 
know, if you do not feel, that our moſt melancholy 
Scenes are yet to be preſented, that they cannot be 
far off; but that our Tragedy now draws near to 
it's fatal Period. Thanks to the Prudence and 
Probity of our Adminiſtration! The Scene is laid ſo 
far from home, that I do not ſuppoſe it will affect 
you, or even your tender Wives or gentle Daugh- 
ters, 
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ters, till the Curtain is dropt. Then, whether you 
will be moved to laugh or to weep, to clap or to 
his the Actors, Time and the Event alone can ſhew. 
As for the Poet, he is quite indifferent whether you 

plaud or damn the Performance: He ſticks cloſe, 
to ſimple | hiftorical Facts, without the Embeliſh- 
ments of Art. While Truth pleaſes, he cannot 


offend. And when there is not Virtue enough in 


the Public to receive and ſupport it; he 2 
filent Sadneſs drop his uſeleſs Pen. 

1 have, in my former Letters, endeavoured to 
you a juſt Idea of the Greatneſs and Happineſs, laid 
up in Store for the Danes and Nordwegians, as: 
well as Swedes, by the Excellency of the political 
Conftitution, — in — Kingdoms, as well 

jointly as ſeparately ut it does not yet appears 
Thad — have had the Senſe. or Virtue to avail 
themſelves of ſuch Benefits. 

Had the heroic Work of Margaret the Get, 
the Union of Calmar, taken effect, theſe Kingdoms 
might have been the Envy as well as Terror of 
the reſt of Europe; while at home, the Subjects 
muſt have enjoyed all the Bleſſings of Freedom and 
Peace. 

But fell Ambition ſoon broke the Bonds of this 


Union, ſeparated the Kingdoms; which, for Ages 


after, were kept in a fluctuating State, now joined, 
now ſeparated, according to the Luſts and Powers, 
or Vinuaad Weakneſs of the Princes, that were 
ſet to rule over them; till by long continued Was 
"= became in Time rude and ſavage. | 
et ſuch was the Excellency of their Syſtem of 
Government, that till latter Days of Corruption, they: 
never loſt fight of it, amidſt the various Shocks and 
Outrages, it fuffered by the ſacrilegious Hands of 
Tyrants z but ſtill kept it in View, and revived it, 
when ever they had the Appearance of Peace; whe- 
ther — united or in a ſeparate Tres 
21 us 
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„ Ubos edle Principles of the Policy of theſe Na- 
1 were the joint Product of Wiſdom and 
Virtue, were not to be overthrown or effaced by the 


urtmoſt Force and Violence, that Tyrants could 


offer. They were often overturned, and for a 
while, ſuppreſſed; but while Wiſdom and Virtue 
held any Place in the Minds of the People, theſe 
Prineipies could not be totally extinguiſhed; but 
ſtill roſe more bright, more powerful after a long 
Suppreſſion, and gave à glorious) Light, that al - 
ways led Men to Liberty, to Truth, to Happineſs. 

Wiſdom and Virtue then, appear to have founded 
theſe, and indeed every other free Form of Govern- 
ment, antient or modern. And it will appear to the 
Judicious and Conſiderate, whatever it may to you, 
Pho lay no Claim to either; that while theſe ſub- 
ſiſted, no People ever did or ever could have a 
their Freedom. Pot 4o en 

We hear ſome der — enk People wy 
out againſt the Ruins and Deſolations wrought by: 
Fire and Sword, all the World over. Multitudes 
have miſerably loſt! their Lives, but I Know not a 
ſingle State, in Antient or Modern Story, that was 
compleately deprived of it's Liberty, by Force 
alone: For, while one wiſe and virtuous Man ſur- 
vived, the Ravager's Conqueſt muſt have been in- 
ſecure; the very Tools of the Conqueror muſt in 
Time be wrought upon by the irreſiſtable Power 
of Wiſdom and Virtue, while any remained; ſo that 
the very Slaves, who ignorantly fought againſt 
them. muſt in Time feel their Influences, turn 
againſt their Inſlaver, and claim and embrace the 
laſting Benefits of ſocial Joys, Peace and Liberty 
which ever wait upon Wiſdom and Virtue. - 

I é carry my Notions of this Matter ſtill farther, 
and am in my own Mind perſuaded, that no regular 
popular Aſſembly, antient or modern, was by any 
n ever wrought upon to forſake „ 

the 
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the Intereſts of their Country, in a ſingle Inſtanee; 


while one Man, perfectly acquainted with the Laws 


of Nature and Reaſon, converſant with the Confti- 


tution and Intereſts of his Country, and ſſed of 
an Heart above all ſordid Views, regardleſs of all pri- 
vate Concerns, that claſh with the Public, held a 


Seat in that Aſſembly. I believe it will not often be 


found, that any Thing iniquitous is done in the moſt tu- 
multuous Aſſemblies, in which honeſt and ſenſible 
Men have a proper Influence. 


* 


I think, I ſee many riſeto contradict this Poſition, by 


producing ſomebody, they have ſet upas an illuſtrious 
Exception, in their Imagination. Bring forth the Man, 
and if he does not appear to have ſome Degrees of 
Folly or Knavery about him; ſomething to cauſe a 
Diffidence even in his Fellows, and make them 
believe or ſay, when he ſpeaks for Truth and Liberty 
with the greateſt Energy, that he is far from being 
ſerious, and means no more than to give a Proof of his 
Talents, the better to gain ſome eee Ends. If 
this be not thus, I ſhall drop my favourite Poſition, 
and think worſe of haman Nature than I am inclined. 
But, you will ſay, * What is all this to our Purpoſe ? 
We are Strangers to the infamous Characters, you 
draw. Our Councils are adorned with, not only 


© Units, but Tens and Handreds of the wiſeſt and 


* beſt Patriots you can paint. True; and long may 


it be ſo! And long may you live to think ſo! Keep 
your Tempers: I only bees of the Affairs of an- © 
0 


tient Danemarch, purely for your Amuſement. 
1 well foreſee, my Hiftory will hardly meet the 
Credit I could wiſh. In this wiſe and virtuous Age, 
it is not eaſy. to conceive, that ſuch a long train 
of evil Adminiſtration ſhould | be laid, and con- 
tinue for ſo many ſucceſſive Reigns. Men of Pro- 
bity and Senſe will naturally conclude, that, the 
_ - Adminiſtration was fo corrupt, it was not poſſible the 
Government ſhould ſo long ſubſiſt. Agreed ; when 


once 
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once à People run counter to the Principles af their 
Policy then the Government muſt be "ſuſpended, if 


_ overturned. What 1 is moſt wonderful and incre- 


table; in this Caſe is, that the Government of Dane- 
march, with theſe and many other Abuſes and Cor- 
ruptions of the Adminiſtration, ſubſiſted for two 
Reigns longer, in Name and Form, when not one 
af the Eſſentials of the Conſtitution were preſerved. 
From the Strength of this political Conſtitution, the 
Danes, I ſuppoſe, were induced to think it immor- 
tal. But, they were too ſtupid, too inſenſible or too 
corrupt to think at all about it; and it ene ef 
ſible it ſnould ſubſiſt without Cate. i tit 
: » If you find the Subject Jntereſting-cvough, look 
back and fee! what Danemarch was, when Haquin of 
Nordweg was called to the Throne; obſerve the ad- 
itional Strength given it by Margaret, after the 
of her Son, when ſhe eſtabliſhed. the Union of 
the. three Kingdoms, at Calmar. What greater Se- 
curity cduld human Wiſdom contrive for the Eaſe and 
Happineſs of the Crown, and the Peace and Frerdotn 
of the Subject, than the general Syſtem of Policß 
no eſtabliſhed ? See how all this Security was gra- 
dually withdrawn, by the Perfidy of a. degenerate 
Race of Kings, and tacitly; indolently, per fidiouſſy 
given up, by a baſe, petverſe, inſenſble, , corrupt 
People; unworthy. of any Things; but what they 
quſtly got, Stripes and Bonds! 

Tou have already, or might in my — . Letters, 
have ſeen the Kings, contrary to expreſs Law, alie- 
nate the ſacred Patrimony of the Crown, to gratify 
their Minions and Agents; poſſeſs themſelves of the 
Appointment of all the conſiderable Officers in the 
State; . dacrilegiouſly ſeize. and ſquander the public 
Funds; multiply the Nobles at Pleaſure ; deſtroy the 

Balance of the Legiſlature, and afterwards. rob it of 
it's political Conſcience, it's regard to Truth and the 
* weal; ä and — _ 
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- without any kind of Oppoſition from the Diet er 


eee 
Tou ſaw, or might have ſeen, the Diet and People 


of one Kingdom itiflaved by the Inſtigation and Con- 
trivance of the other. And, Oh! horrible Sight! 
You ſaw the Diet taking upon them the unwarrant- 
able Power of alterinz; that facred and invariable Con- 


ſtitution, they were appointed to protect, and ſub- 
verting it in the great Eſſential of annual Diets, which 
they prolonged, firſt to quadrennial and ſoon after to 


| vterinial Diets. And all this, without Fire or Sword, 


without any Degree of foreign or domeſtie Force 
and moſt of it, in Times of the moſt profound 
Peace! Where now was the Wiſdom and Virtue, 


chat framedl and founded this Conftitution, and by - 


which alone it was to be ſupported!” 7 0 
Tou, who in Spight to your prudent Inattention to 


your home Concerns, mit feel the happy Effects of 


a Series of wiſe and virtuous Adminiſtrations, by 


which the national Conſtitution is kept up in it's | 


priſtine Health and Vigour; will think it ſcarce poſt 
ſible, any Government ſhould” ſubſiſt after it's vital 
Streams were thus polluted, and all, that was ne- 


ceſſary for it's Support; corrupted. —There wanted 


nothing now, but 'a Prince able to purchaſe them 
when they became venal, or one, reſolute enough te 
play upon their Puſilanimity, and compel them to 
quit their Pretenſions to Freedom and give up their 
all into a deſpotic Ruler's Hands. How ready they 
were for either change will appear from the Succeſs, 
with which the firſt open and direct attempt to ins 
ſlave them was attended. MY 

Though the Succeſſion was confirmed to the Prince 
of Holſtein, before the Death of the late King, there 
were great Commotions in the State at his Death, 

between the two Ig Factions; whoſe Diſ⸗ 
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putes 
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) 
putes and Corruptions precipitated the Deſtruction ＋ 
EA State. 
8 Glummers did not heſitate at aying, that i 
was manifeſtly the Deſign of the late King to reſcind 
the Act of Succeſſion, to confine his Son to his here - 
ditary Dominions in Holſtein, and to get Albert, tbe 
Son of Chriſtiern II, declared the Succeſſor; for 
which they pretended, he had the Concurrence of the 
People, whoſe Voice ſhould ever have due Force 
with the Diet. 
The Glims warmly. * 8 contended for 


5 the Contrary, and if they could not vindicate the late 


King from the Aſperſion; they thought no Regard 

was to be paid to his Iatentions againſt a Law, which 
as it had the Sanction of a free Diet, the Approba- 
tion of the People and the legal Aſſent of the King, 

| they were perſwaded, it ſtood confirmed and recorded 

in Heaven, and they would uſe their atmo Might to 

ſupport it, and ſee it executed, 

; Will theſe Diſputes run high in every Aſſembly, 
in every private Company that met, each Faction 
did not only labour to raiſe a Party for their reſpec- 
tive Purpoſes at Home, but ſent Meſſengers of Diſ⸗ 
| tinction to each of their Princes. 

Albert having been declared by the Diet an Out- 
law, and all that ſhould adhere to him or look upon 
bim as a Prince having any Title to the Throne, be- 
ing declared Traitors ; none / ae to declare 
(png for him. 

But, the Dake of Holſtein being declared the law- 
ful Succeffor, it was not judged perilous to avow him; 
and therefore, the Glims had him proclaimed in due 
Form, by the Name of Chriſtiera IV, Kiog of 
- Danemarch, Nordweg, &c. - 

The Meſſengers ſent for Albert could hardly move 
him. He had inherited the Puſilanimity of his Fa- 
ther, and the Bigottry of his Mother, and choſe to 
lire retired with the Supplies, _ and amply 1 

im 


K 

Aim by thoſe of his Perſuaſion, and the Title and 
Honours of a King, rather than give up his Peace 
and run the Riſk of his Life, to pleaſe a Faction of 
a fickle People. ud 2 

: His Unwillingneſs to put himſelf at their Head 
greatly broke and diſpirited his Faction, for the pre- 
ſent. But, after a while they rallied, and watching 


their Opportunity, in Time, found a Moment, in 


which he favoured their Entreaties, in coming pri- 


vately to raiſe ſome Troubles in the Borders of Jut- 


land. . ' — | - 

The Meſſengers that went for the Duke of Holſ- 
tein did not find him much rejoiced at the profered 
Succeſſion to the Daniſh Throne. He was quite con- 


tented with his hereditary Country. He had im- 


oved it in general, built a Palace, more commo- 
dious than magnificent; he loved, and was beloved 


by, the People, to whom his Will was now a Law. 


And he did not reliſh the general Reſtraints impoſed 


on the Prince of a limited Monarchy, and leaſt of all 


that, that obſtructed his viſiting Holſtein at his 
Pleaſure. why Pa | 
However, when he conſidered, upon the Remon- 
ſtrances of the Meſſengers, the extreme Regard the 


Diet and People manifeſted for him and his Family; 
the Dangers of civil Wars and of the Subverſion of their 


civil and religious Liberties, to which they muſt be 


expoſed upon his Denial, and the Hopes given him of | 


taking off all diſagreeable Reſtraints; he conſented, 
fet out for Danemarch, arrived there amidſt the 
loudeſt Acclamations of the People, and was crowned 
King with all the uſual Solemnities in the Year 1587. 
This Prince, while he was Young and incapable of 
chooſing for himſelf, was perſuaded to marry a Prin- 
ceſs of the Houſe of Saxony. They did not live 
happily together. And when they were but a few 
Years married, ſhe died, leaving him one Son. 
Partly from a Diffidence in the Danes and ſome Suſpi- 
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ions of thtirtioconſts „F and partly through ſome 

"Deficiency of parental Love, the King judged it better 
to leave his Son under proper Governors in Holſtzin, 
than bring him with him into Danemarch. 

Chriſtiern IV, was a Man of good > Parts; 
but of a contracted , Education. The Holſatians 
| — the ſureſt Way of ingroſſing his Affections 
was by confining his Knowledge of the World within 
the narrow Limits of that little mean Principality. 
Hie was well verſed in their Laws, Cuſtoms, and In- 
tereſts, and gave them due Attention. He had a 
noble Spirit and an honeſt Heart. He loved Money 
nnd Power, rather too well. But, when he laid out 

- the one, as he ſometimes did, for the Purchaſe of 
the other; he was not oſten obſerved to abuſe his 
3 — 1 He re Fig kept his Promiſes to all 

Men, and was rictly juſt in all Parts of his Conduct. 2 
This was his Character in Holſtein. 

Had this Prince, with his good 2 Parts 4 
| Diſpoſitions, been a little better inſtructed in the 
Ways and Laws of other Nations, and that in parti 
cular; whoſe Crown he was in Time to bear; and 
been ſet at the Head of à wiſe and virtuous People; 
chere is no Doubt, that he would have _ one- of 

the beſt; the greateſt Characters in Hiſtory, 
- But, he was called to govern a degenerate Race 
of Men, who had almoſt loſt Sight of the Principles 
of their Policy, or had not the Virtue to aflert or 

maintain them; who had no Senſe of Liberty, but 
Inſolence and Licentiouſneſs; and who were ſo im- 
moral and irreligious, that every Vice that could 
bring a Curſe upon a State or deform human Nature, 
were daily practiſed, where they did not readily fall 
under the Laſh of the Law g a People, among whom 
Religion was decried by thoſe that were appointed to 
propagate it, and Places, Civil, Ecclefiaſtic and Mili- 
tary were as publickly ſold and bought, as any Goods 
W Nane n whom, there was hardly 
25 an 
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an Individual found, that would give his Voice gratis,” 
to elect the worthieſt Man a Member of the Diet, or 
into any other Office, when he eould gain any Thing, 
by giving it to the moſt unworthy. This is but a 
ſhort Sketch of the Character of this degenerate People, 
which this well diſpoſed Prince was called to govern. ' 
The Nordwegians were now torn aſunder by the 
ſame Factions with the Danes. They were long fince 
cut out of all Share in Matters of Government; but 
had they been conſulted, the Glims would have been 
found to have had all Power there, and conſe- 
quently, they were pleaſed with the Choice and Suc- 
oeſſion of Chriſtiern, nor did the Glummers in that 
Kingdom ever openly attempt to diſturb the Govern- 
ment of him or his Succeſſor in that Realm. 
Nothing could have proved more unfortunate, than 
the contracted Education of this well diſpoſed Prince. 
He came among the Danes, not without much Diffi- 
dence and ſome Diſlike to them. He was not now 
young; it was therefore too late to inſtruct him. He 
was bred quite a Stranger to their Government — 
Laws, conſequently unable to hold the Reigns of 
Government, alone. Therefore, he ſoon found it 
expedient, as ſome of his Predeceſſors did, to take 
ſome of the great Officers of the State into his Con- 
fidence, who ſhould direct him in a political o- 
nomy, with which he was unfortunately unacquainted; 
From this Circumſtance, many Misfortunes aroſe. - 
to this declining People. Phe King could not be 
acquainted with many, and therefore muſt have been 
limited in his Choice. And it was hard, in Caſe 
he had made the wiſeſt and beſt Election, that he 
| ſhould be forced to ſhare his Power with a Subject. 
But the Caſe was ſtill worſe than this. " 
He naturally enquired who were the beſt Friends 
of his Family, in his Father's Reign, and who ap- 
eared moſt zealous for his Succeſſion in each Eſtate 
of the Realm; before his Acceſſion. Theſe being 
8 | „ pointed 
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pointed out to him, he juſtly continued ſuch of them 
as poſſeſſed Employments under the late King, and 
others to Places, vacated by his Death. 
And among theſe, he choſe for his Confidents, ſuch as 
had moſt Power and Influence on the Members 
each of the four Eſtates of the Diet. iin 
Had it been poſſible for this good Prince, among 
theſe to have choſen Men of ſound Senſe and Morals, 
ſuch as knew. and loved the Conſtitution, and could 
not be induced to ſwerve from the Rules of Right; 
but were actuated by a juſt Senſe of Duty to their 
King and Country, and would not ſuffer their united 
Intereſts to be ſeparated, by either's gaining an undue 
Aſcendant over the other 3 Danemarch might have 
longer ſurvived the many Wounds and Bruiſes already 
given her, if not have recovered from them by this 
good King's Care. MOT TOE. 
But, this was impoſſible. Corrruption had for 
ſome Time been the avowed Meaſure of every Admi- 
niſtration, though it was not yet brought to the 
Heighth. Every Individual ſet up an Intereſt diſtinct 
from, if not oppoſite to the Public. It can hardly 
be ſaid with Propriety, that there was ſuch a Thing 
as a Public; os was no Union, no Society, as 
heretoforez except ſome Confederacies in Iniquity, 
which ſometimes paſt under the Name of Friend- 
ſhips. Not a Man was now to be found, that took 
a Thought for the Public, further than as he thought 
himſelf immediately intereſted in it. Every Man 
ſet up for himſelf, and few were to be got to do the 
ordinary Duties of their Stations, without ſome vi- 
ſible private Benefit. Who would wiſh to be ſet to 
rule ſuch a People? What honeſt Prince could be 
fit for the Taſk ?. | 8 1 
The King was but ill- qualified to deal with ſuch an 
abandoned Race as this. But, he happened to light 
upon Men, well verſed in their Ways, and conſe- 
quently fit to rule Profligates in their own Ways: I9 
| ele, 
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theſe, he was forced to ſubmit the whole. CEconotn 
of the regal Office, and they had in Time Craft 


enough to ingroſs him to themſelves, in Effect to 
wreſt the Reigns of Government entirely out of his 
Hands; by depriving him of the Uſe of his common 
Senſes z keeping him a Stranger to the State of the 
People and the Progreſs of their evil Policy, and yet 
iving their worſt Meaſures the Sanction of the ſacred ' 
Name of Majeſty, _ 22 | 
A Diet was now ſummoned. And the Elections 
went on and were made, much as the King's Favou- 
rites had directed. The Senate was appointed and all 
the vacant Commiſſions and Employments. were all 
filled upon the ſame Plan. SEC NE int. 
It is eaſy to conceive what an Effect ſuch an Ad- 
miniſtration as this muſt have produced on the 
Minds of good Men; if any ſuch were now to be 
found in Danemarch. Few indeed of this Caſt were 
to be found, though many out of the States, as well 
as in them, put on the Semblance of the Character, as 
Maſks, under which they might beſt hope to gain 
their private Ends. How happy. are you Britons, 
who know no ſuch Men among you! Here, let us 
breath a While and reſume the Subject, the next 
Opportunity, | 
| er YouRs, Sc. 


The melancholy Subjeft of the Ninth continued. 


„ Glummers, or as they were now, per- 
haps for Shortneſs, called the Glums, were 
foremoſt in this Number; induſtriouſly laboured to 
throw the Odium of all the iniquitous Meaſures of 
this Adminiſtration upon the innocent Prince, in 
order to make him hateful, and in Hopes to pave the 
Way for Albert to ſucceed. 


Since 


„ | 
"Since the calling of Frederick I, to the Throne, 
the two Factions began inſenſibly to change their 
Principles. Though the Glums contended for Chriſ- 
tiern, and when ever they ſaw- * Er for 
his Iſſue alſo; they thought it neceſſary to give the 
like Oppoſition to Frederick and his Family, that 
their Antagoniſts had given their Patron and his 
Family. And, on the other Hand, the Glims ſo far 
changed Sides, that if it were only in downright Op- 
poſition to the Glums, they reſolved to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of their King, by all Ways and Means, even 
to the giving tacitly, if not avowedly, into ſuch 
. Meaſures, as they oppoſed and condemned in his 
Predeceſſor. This -Diſpoſition continued in each 
Faction, through all the ſucceeding Reigns ; and 
nothing concurred more to the Deſtruction of the 
States, than theſe ill- conducted Conteſts. 

Some few Years of the King's reign paſt over in 
ſeeming Tranquility. But, various Cauſes concurred 
to raiſe a Storm, which ſoon after broke out with 
ſome Fury. ; ; F Ty, 43 2 27. 8 ny ; . I'S 
The Jealouſy of the growing Power of Swede- 
land, which ſtrongly (poſſeſſed: the Danes, together 
with ſome Propenſity to claim their King's obſolete 
Right to the Crown, as under the Union of Calmar, 

made them, upon ſome frivolous Pretence, declare 
War againſt Charles IX, which was at firſt, carried- 
on with Succeſs. But, the Scales were turned after 
the Death of this King of Swedeland, when his Son, 
Guſtavus Adolphus came ta the Throne. To him, the 
Danes were forced to relinquiſh Elfsburg and Calmar, 
which they had taken in the late Reign; but nor, as it 
is faid, without a large Sum of Money to Chriſtiern. 
About this Time, ſome Troubles broke out in 
Germany; which, with his ſtrong, natural Defires 
to viſit his Holſtein, made the Reftraint laid on the 
King by the Act of his Father, that ſettled the Suc- 
ceſſion, fit very heavy on his Minc. R 5 
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This he imparted to his Confidents, who pro- 
miſed to remove his Diſtreſs, by getting the States to 
conſent to an Act for repealing the Clauſe that gave 
bim VUneaſineſs, in the Act of Succeſſion. Accord- 
ingly, Matters were ſo prepared in the Diet, that the 
intended Bill paſt, with inconſiderable Oppoſition. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that there were ſome Mem- 
bers among the Burghers and Paiſantry, and ſome. few 
among the Nobles, who, ſpoke with great Force of 
Truth and Reaſon againſt this Bill. The chief Ar- 
guments of the Movers for it, were it's being an un- 
reaſonable Reſtraint, laid upon the Prince, without 
his Conſent; and that it was hard, that he ſhould be 
denied a Privilege, . which the meaneſt Subject en- 
joyed, of going out of the Kingdom at his Diſcretion, 
_ Theſe were anſwered by ſhewing the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of confining the King to the moſt Important 
of his two Offices, his Regal and his Ducalz which 
was ſtrengthened, by ſhewing that Governments and 
Crowns were inſtituted for the Good of the Governed, 
rather than the Governors, and that the latter ſhould 


* ſubmit to the former, who muſt be preſumed the 


beſt Judges of their own Intereſts. It was added, that 
the Reſtraint now complained of, had in many pre- 
ceding Reigns appeared neceflary z but in none more 
than this. That that Act being made before the King 
acceded to the Throne, became an eſſential, unalte- 
rable Part of the national Coaſtitution, the Terms, 
upon which alone, that Prince could receive the 
Crown. That he voluntarily ſubmitted to theſe Terms 
in accepting the Crown; and therefore, could have 
no Right to complain of, or to alter, them, without 
making all ſach like Securities to the People appear 
hereafter evaſive and nugatory. _ 1 81 41 
Whatever Weight ſuch Arguments might have 
had with wiſe, unprejudiced People; they were of 
none with a Diet under the Influence of a crafty Mi- 
niſter, in luxurious corrupt Times, poſſeſſed of the 


Keys 
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Keys of the Treaſury, and ingroffing his Maſter's 
whole Power. Freedom of Speech was all the Li: 


| berty, the uninfluenced Members could now boaſt. 
They were heard, but unheeded. And when they 


had nothing more to offer; without attempting a 


Reply, the rr was put and carried in the Affir- 
mative, by a ſma]l Majority in the Houſe of Paiſants, 
ſomewhat greater, in that of the Burgeſſes, Unani- 
mity, in that of the Clergy, and above three to two, 
in that of the Nobles. ER SEEN * 
The Movers of this Queſtion ſeeing their Strength, 
did not confine this Proviſion for the King's going 

once out of the Kingdom upon the Conſent of the 
States, as the firſt Bill ſeemed to imply; but repealed it 
entirely for ever, not only for the King, but for his 
Son, now by another Clauſe, declared the Succeſſor 
to the Daniſh Throne. | 

Corruption might not yet have been fo confirmed, 
as that ſuch a Change in Government as this Repeal 
occaſioned, could have been ſo readily wrought, were 
it not from the perverſe Spirit of Oppoſition, which 
one party ſhewed to another. 5 | 
The Glums wiſhed for nothing more than this 
Repeal. They had looked for. it all along. And per- 
haps had been the firſt Movers of the Queſtion, did 
they not artfully ſee, that the Glims would make it a 
Point to carry any Thing againſt them. They there- 


fore thought it beſt to foment it privately, by ſuch of 


their Faction, as were permitted for ſuch Purpoſes to 
put on the Maſk of Glims. And when it took riſe, 
they gave it a feeble Oppoſition by way of a Feint 
which the Glims perceiving, joined in with the Movers, 
and ſo the uncorrupt and corrupt inſenſibly combining 
with the Glums, the Queſtion was ſecured, by a 
Majority proportioned - to the Number of Glums, 
miſtaken Glims and miniſterial Members in each 
F 53 een, 1: Hoo 
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2 (109 ) | 
» - Soon after this, the King made a Viſit to Holfteing 
where he ſpent ſome Months, to the great Grief of all 
ſenſible and good Men, that loved him and his Fa- 
mily and wiſhed the Freedom and Proſperity of their 
Country; and to the general open Diſcontent and 
Exclamation of his Enemies, who were ready to 
magnify even Trifles to make the King and his 
Party odious, as the only Means by which they could 
hope for Succeſs to their dark Schemes. „ 
The Glums made no ſmall Handle of this in their 
ſowing the Seeds of Diſcontent and Diſaffection. And 
they ſoon got many, that were well affected, to join in 
the Cry. Theſe encouraged the out- lawed Albert 
to revive his Claim, and think of an Invaſion. 
Beſore this took Place, the King returned to his 
regal Dominions, unknowing and unſuſpecting the 
Deſigns of his Enemies; his Miniſters finding it for 
their Purpoſes to keep him as ignorant as poſſible, 
The Reſtraint being now removed, he found himſelf 
more at his Eaſe ; began to give ſome Attention to 
public Buſineſs, particularly to the Encouragement 
of Commerce, which greatly flouriſhed during his 
Reign. But, for Matters of Government, thoſe he put 
in a great Meaſure out of his Power, by truſting 
them in the Hands of the crafty Miniſter, from 
whom he ſoon found, they were not to be calily 
wreſted. Hy + | | 125 | 
The King of Swedeland bearing a ſecret Enmity 
to Chriſtiern, now baſely, and privily encouraged and 
aſſiſted 'Albert to invade the remote Parts of Jut- 
land, promiſing on his Side to make a Diverſion, if 
neceſſary, Here, ſome of the diſaffected Nobles and 
Commons of all the Daniſh Territories headed an in- 
conſiderable Number of diſguiſed Swediſh Soldiers, 
with a numerous Rabble of diſaffected Danes and 
Jutes. They were not able to make any conſiderable 
Progreſs, before the King called the Diet; which, 
as ſoon as aſſembled, made moſt loyal Addreſſes tp 
x the 
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the King, ab4 gave him great Sums of Money, with 
folethr\*Afuratices'to riſk theft Lives and Fortunes ih 
Defence and Support of his royal Perfoh and Family. 
Tue King baeing his Coffers Bled; and his Hands 
thus Arengthened by the Diet, ſent an Army againft 
the Rebels, Which in the firſt pitched Battle com- 
eatly' defeated them, flaying Numbers of them 
uind taking many of their Chiefs Priſoners; while 
their pretended Prince, before the Fate of the Battle 
_ e6uld be Known, fled and never after ventured to 
wer hithlelf is day Part of che Dominions of Dani 
r flaw 215m tht a 209 1196) 4 
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Wet gotwithſtandizz, his having ene once, im- 


b 2 a Poſfibility bf His making an other Invaſion. 

This aud the inſolent Behaviour of the Glums made 
the Weeping a lage Army on Foot, conſtantly ne- 
ceffiry'; while all this Faction were conſtantly en- 
Feigling againſt Meaſures which their Conduct made 
ſo evidently neceſfür yy. 
This furniſhed the Miniſtry with a moſt plauſible 
Pretent for multiplyiag Tuxes, ſo that nothing in 
Time could be found free of heavy Ichpoſts, in 
Danemarch. But, another Expedient, (Which fa- 
voured the Schemes of the Miniſter for raiſing Mo- 
ney and increaſing the national Debt; which he would 
perſuade his Party, would be a Security to the Go- 
vernment, when it was evident, it muſt, as we ſhall 
ſee it did in the End, prove the Nation's Bane;) was 
drawn from the late Rebellion: Whenever any great 


Sum of Money was wanted for any Purpoſe, it was 


but ſpreading a Rumbur of an intended Invaſion ot 
Inſurrection, for the pretended Intelligence of which, 
immenſe Sums were paid; and the Diet never failed 
of granting ſuch Sums of Money as the Miniſter de- 
manded for theſe Purpoſes. een e een 

By means of this Kind, the public Debt was accu - 
mulated, to a pitch not then heard of in any other 

Nation, and ſuch as proved in the next Reign the 
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immediate Cauſe of the downfall of Danemarch. Ser 
boy the Glums forwarded, by their Schemes, the 

Deſtruction of their Country! Their Conduct cauſed - 
the keeping Armies on Foot, the increaſing the public 
Debt and the urgliig their Antagoniſts to undeſigned 
Excremidies,” © 2 a 

While che Nation was thus burdened with Debts 
and Taxes, Danemarch was again drawn into a War 
with Swedeland. But Matters were in general fo ill- 
conducted, through the Officers of the Army's bein 

compoſed of Men ſoftened and corrupted by the Lux- 
uries of the Court, promoted by their Intereſt in 
the Diet, rather than by their perſonal Merit; through 
Succours being unſeaſonably ſent and a Variety of 
other Miſmanagements, that the Swedes were able 
with a powerful Army to march into Holſtein and 
Jutland; which ſoon penetrated as far as Schonen, and 
might have gone much farther, had not the King put 

himſelf at the Head of his Army and by his wiſe 
Conduct and ' exemplary Vulour, maintained his 
ground; till by the Interpoſition of France, a Peace 
was concluded at Bromſebroo, in October, 1645. not 
without. ceding Gothland, Oſel and Jumperland to 
the Swedes, and being forced to let the Dutch, ſettle 
at their Diſcretion, the Tolls of the Sound, in Conſi- 
deration of the Aids they had afforded. 

The People were now ſo loaded with Taxes, that 
they could hardly ſupport the Burden. The national 
Debt was exceſſive; and exclaimed againſt by Men of 


Senſe and Friends to the Government, till it got fo 


much in the Mouths of the Malecontents, that Men 
were aſhamed-to appear in ſo hateful a Claſs. Thus 
the Violence of the Glums naturally impelled the 
Glims to the oppoſite Extreme in all Things. | 
The preſent Miniſter thought to leſſen his Burden, 
by getting the Diets, by an unnatural. Law; continued 
for eight Years inftead of one, and by uniting the 
two Eſtates of Burghers and Paiſants into one — 


of Commons. But, * Cy how: carry auy Point 
in the Diet, which was compoſed of his Creatures. 
255 Corruption was now the avowed Meaſures of his Ad- 
miniſtration, and when the juſt King remonſtrated 
againſt it, as often as it accidently occurred to him; 
he received for Anſwer, that the Danes would not 
now do their own Buſineſs, much leſs the King's, 
without being paid for it. He often endeavoured to b 
: wake the King believe there was not an honeſt Man 
in either Eſtate of the Realm or in all his Dominions; 
- this the King always heard with Horror and Doubt. 
But the Miniſter was able to give an ample Proof of 
- theſe fatal Truths, by ſhewing that his moſt zealous, | 
violent Opponents, ſuch as by their Oppoſition got a 
: Variety of popular Honours, as well as their Seats 
in the Diet, were publickly or privately his Penſi- 
oners, or Candidates for ſome Places or Honours ! in 
his Giſt. 
No Wonder this ſhould. give an honeſt King'i an. 
imp placable Averſion to ſuch a corrupt, wretched 2 1 
tion, and make him paſs as much of his Time as 
ſible in Holſtein; where the People, being leſs poi- 
ſoned with Pomp and Luxury, bad yet retained oe 
| of their natural Simplicity and Honeſty. 
= Tbe Wickedneſs of the Miniſtry daily aka 
i the King's Wants and the People's Wretchedneſs, and at 
length, forced him to enter into ſome ſhameful Schemes, 
as injurious to his Honour, as deſtructive to the Public. 
Theſe were the ſetting up Lotteries and various other 
infamous Modes of Gaming, but eſpecially by inſti 
tuting a certain gaming Company, under the Colour 
and Pretence of forming a trading Company, with 
great Funds and Stocks for carrying on a moſt advan- 
tagious Commerce with patticular Parts of the World. 
Numbers were drawn in, to depoſite exceſſive Sums 
of Money in theſe ſham Funds, by way of pur- 
_ chafing Stocks, in a Trade that was to bring in 
| moſt exceſſive Profit to the Adventurers, which were 


called, 
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called, the Tranquebar Company: This was car- 


ried on with great Addreſs for a few Years, and 
many Men made and loſt extraordinary Fortunes 
by buying and ſelling of this imaginary Stock. 
Thoſe in the Secret could not loſe ; thoſe that were 
not, were bubbled. At length, when the Fraud 
was like to be detected and the Caſhier or Treaſu- 
rer's Hands were quite full; he ſtopt Payment ſud- 
, denly and diſappeared. This ſhocked the whole 

Kingdom, and cauſed the Ruin of many credu- 


lous Families, while thoſe that were in the Secret 


filled their Coffers. Some openly:charged this on 
the King. Others threw the Infamy foley on the 


Miniſters. Where it lay moſt juſtly, is not very 


clear. But, that neither could be acquitted of it 
was plain from this; that the Treaſurer lived pub- 


lickly and ſumptuouſly in Stockholm, in good 


Harmony with the Daniſh Ambaſſador at that 


Court, and without being ever demanded. by that 


of Danemarch, upon which ſuch an Offender muſt 
have been given up. Moreover, his Friends openly 


folicited the King for a Pardon for him; which 


being judged ſomewhat unpopular, was declined 
promiſing him, that to wipe the Stain off his faith- 


ful Family, his Son ſhould be ennobled. Which 
promiſe, upon an Injunction, was fulfilled in the 


fucceeding Reign. - 18 * 
Jou, who have never heard of any Thing like 
this before; whoſe great Kings, could not ſtoop to 
ſuch foul Deeds; whoſe Subjects diſdain © Titles, 
pores of Honour, of Truſt or of Profit, incon- 

ent with Morality, Religion and the Publick 


Good; will ſurely think this fabulous, Think 


ſo ſtill; Take this as you liſt. Rejoice, when you 
feel your Withers unwrung. And exult at finding 
that the Virtues of King and People have ſecured 
your Country. from Danger of falling even into 
Temptation. Fear no evil then. Live ſecure and 
. | I -_  thoughtleſs 
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choughtleſs of any thing but your Pleaſures. Here 
then to e e let us pauſe a while. 


. Latte e 5 
"LETTER xn 
bs which the preceeding Suhjelt i is aum 


f * H E- iniquitous Meaſures, which now . 


vailed in Danemarch, were dealt out to 
Nord weg, in Miniature, in Proportion. The Dyet 
was corrupted, altered, and in Effect, perpetuated; 
the Nobles diſgraced ; the Public burdened with 
Debts and Taxes, raiſed to pay Proſtitutes, and 
the: Funds drained daily, without the leaſt Regard | 


to the Authority of the Dyet. 


But, not content with this, the fatal. the finiſh⸗ 


ing Stroke was at once given their tottering Con- 


ſtitution. Notwithſtanding the great Encourage- 


ment given to the bringing Appeals from the 


High court in Nordweg, to that in Danemarch ; 
many were ſtill — in the Former, without 
the Interpoſition of the latter. Upon this being 
ſhewn in Danemarch, the Dyet paſt an Act takin 

away all Authority and Juriſdiction from that of 


Nordweg, and declaring it Subject to, and in all 


things, dependant upon, the Juriſdiction and Legi- 


.  lature of Danemarch, for ever. And ſo it re- 
mained, till the Conſtitutions of both Kingdoms 


were, by ſuch corrupt and tyrannical ane 5 
at length brought to final Diſſolution. 


The King lived for many Vears after this. and 
might have completed the Reduction of the one 


Kingdom, as well as of the other, were it not for 


two particular Circumſtances. The firſt was, he 


had, by keeping a Feſtival inſtituted to comme: 
morate the Depoſition of Chriſtiern II. been Annu- 


W7 pur in ; Mind of that F Fate. The ſecond 


Was, 
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was, though he plainly ſaw, he had much more 
| Power to eſtabliſn a Deſpotiſm, than Chriſtern or 
any of his Predeceſſor's, and ſuch as he judged 


were more than ſufficient, had he held them col- 
lected in his own Hand ſoley; yet, he well ſaw, 
how much he had, at firſt ſetting out, ſhared his 


Power with his chief Confident, out of whoſe 
Hands, he ſaw it both difficult to wreſt it at any 


Rate, and moſt dangerous, if he ſhould fail in 


the Attempt. Therefore, he thought it moſt pru-. 
dent to leave the Adminiſtration entirely in the 


Hands of his Miniſter, till a favourable Opportunity 


ſmould offer; contenting himſelf with the bare 


outſide Appendages of, Majeſty, and Liberty to 
ſpend as much of his Time as he choſe, in Holſtein, 
By which the Miniſter's Influence was increaſed, 
while the King inſenſibly loſt his. "4 8 
Ir will be naturally aſked, had not this King one 
Friend to inform him of the State of the Nation, or 
Senle of the People? — This is a Bleſſing, King's 
rarely, if ever know. Few bear the kindeſt Offices 
of Friendſhip, from their Equals, well. Kings 


having no Equals are hardly ever to be adviſed, 


The Flatterer's Voice alone is heard. Theſe and 
the Tools of the Miniſter alone were admitted: 
and if any were ſuſpected to be Friends to the 
Country or the King; care was taken, they ſhould 
never have Acceſs to the Sovereign's Ear. See the un- 


happy Fate of Kings! envy.their Station who will. 
The neighbouring Potentates could no longer 


avoid ſeeing the contemptible State, to which 
Danemarch and her King were now reduced. 
Each of them treated both with the utmoſt Contempt 
and Indignity. The Fear of Swedeland's making an 
other Invaſion of Holſtein, to which they had be- 
fore found the Way, made the King and his Mini- 
ſter bear many Hardſhips and Inſults from that 
Power; who taking Advantage of this daſtardly, 
pacific Temper, extended * Manufactures . her 
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Commerce, fortified het Ports, regardleſs of het 


Treaties with Danemarch, and inlarged her Navy, 


fo as to become terrible to Danemarch ever ſince. 


Soon after which, the Daniſh Ships were ſearched, 


their Crews cruelly treated, and even their Flag 
infulted, on the open Seas, by the Ruffians and 


Dutch, without the Dane's daring to reſent it. 
The injured People, indeed complained ; but they 
were by various Artifices diſcouraged. Sometimes, 
the Miniſter pronounced them the Aggreſſor's, 
upon Preſumption without Proofs, or rather upon 


Pretences to diſcourage Complaints. And when he 


was at length urged, by repeated popular Cries, to 
chaſtiſe the Injuſtice and Cruelty of Powers, now 


grown wanton in their Inſolence to a Country, on 


which they once looked with Envy and Terror; he 


gave them this . Anſwer, © that they 
7 muſt now bear their adverſe | Fortune as they 


may; for they bad neither Money in their Trea- 


fury, a fingle Ally in Europe, nor any Means of 
© obtaining either.“ Whereupon, as the leaſt of 
two Evils, and the only Solace now left, they were 
forced to Submit to theſe ſcandalous and deſtructive 

acific Meaſures, to the End of this Reign, which 


| | 177 in Holſtein, in the Lear 1648. 


you had Eyes and Attention, you might have 


already ſeen Diſtempers enough in the State of 
Danemarch, to change your Surpriſe at her Fall, 


within the Compaſs of four Days, in the next ſuc- 
ceeding Reign, in to wondering, how amidſt her 
manifold Corruptions, ſhe could have ſo long ſub- 
fiſted! It is plain, the governing Part, the Crown 
entirely loft Sight of the Principles of the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Government, if he ever knew it; that 
he became regardleſs or ignorant of the Intereſts 
and Rights of the People, and forgetful of his fo- 
lemn Engagements to them at his Corronation, 


and did not attend to the true Intereſts of his 
Crown and Family; or, to put the belt Conſtruction 


on 
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on his Conduct, that he ſuffered himſelf to be put 
into Leading-ſtrings, like an Infant. The Prince, 
who in his political Capacity, has no Will, but 
that of his People ; deſerves all Reſpe& and Ve- 
neration. But, what can be ſo deſpicable, as a a 
King, not only governing his Subjects, but go- 
verned himſelf, by the Will of his Servants ?—— 
This was now the hapleſs Caſe of Danemarch and 
her King. No wonder, ſhe ſoon after fell. 

Some of the Few, that allow themſelves to think, 
will naturally aſk, were there no Means, of ſtop- 
ping the Progreſs of theſe Iniquituous and deftruc- 
tive Meaſures, attempted ? No warnings given the 
inſenſible People of this precipitate Declenſion of 
their State? There were many; but all proved 

ineffectual. | 3 | 
The People were not. altogether ſo abandoned, 
as not now and then to produce a Man, of Senſe 
and Virtue enough in the Diet, to remonſtrate 
againſt the Abuſes in the Adminiſtration, and to 
| point out the Dangers of their overturning the State. 
But all ſuch Remonſtrances were, by various con- 
curring Circumſtances, rendered fruiltleſs. ; 
In the firſt Place, the two contending Factions 
bore a mortal Enmity to each other, and from 
that Averſion, without any regard to Right, re- 
ſolved to oppoſe each other continually. The 
Glims had, reaſons for diſtruſting and fearing the 
Glums. Theſe were not only of principles directly 
oppolite to thoſe in political Sentiments; but the 
moſt, if not all of them held religious Tenets, as 


by deſtructive of the eſtabliſhed Religion; as their 


Politics were ſubverſive of the eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment. It was then natural for thoſe to ſuſpect theſe, 
and to oppoſe them ſometimes, even where they 
might have happened to be in the Right. 
Nothing could give a Miniſter greater Influence, 
than the violent and often unreaſonable Conteſts of 
ſuch Factions, when he had the cunning to pl 
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each artfully againſt the other. Whilſt each, 
blinded byrit's irreconcileable Prejudices and Ani- 
moſities to the other, ſaw not that they were both 
made Tools to ſerve the deſtruftive Deſigns of a 
crafty Miniſter ; nor would be perſwaded, that their 
ſtrugles were haſtening the Ruin of their Country. 
In the next Place, the Miniſter, at length, ſaw 


\ | his Schemes in Danger of being laid open, con- 


ſequently his Rule likely to come to an end; 
therefore, he was reduced to Expedients, which 
looked no further than the Preſent: He did not 
love his Maſter, nor could his Maſter love him. 
But their Intereſts were inter woven, fo compli- 

cated, that neither could with ſafety think of ſepa- 
rating them; and ſo judged it moſt prudent to let 
matters run on while they may, in the ſame Channel. 
The Miniſter ſound it neceſſary for his Security firſt 
to engage a Majority in his Intereſt in each Aſſem- 
bly of the Diet. Moreover, every Man, whether 
in or out of the Diet, that was able to ſpeak or 
write with any Force, or even Plauſibility againſt 
the Adminiſtration, was ſtudied, his Paſſions diſ- 
covered, and he was either engaged in the Service 
of the Miniſter, or ſilenced, by a Penſion, a Place, 

a Preſent or a Title ſuitable to his Taſte or Rank. 
It is true, this may be conſidered as a Kind of 
Premium for 'Oratory. It certainly proved ſo; 
though ſuch gifts were only intended as the Wages 
of Iniquity. However it muſt be confeſſed, that 
the Encouragement given, or the Neceſſity cauſed, 
during' this Adminiſtration, which was continued 
upon the ſame Plan after this Miniſter's Death, 
raiſed more political Writers and Orators in Dane- 
march, in two Reigns, than had been known in 
all the other Ages of the Government. But, this 

_ Colt the Public by much too dear. | | 
This matchleſs Minifter lived to declare, and 
go near proving, that there was not an honeſt Man 
or a Patriot in the State. and brought ſo many = 
| a 
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che firſt Rank, that aſſumed the Character and 
Name, to open Infamy and Diſgrace; by corrupt- 
ing them and perverting them to the very Reverſe 
of what they had before profeſſed; that the Pub- 
lic began to be perſuaded of the Truth of his 
Aſſertion; ſo that Men who aſſumed theſe Appel- 
lations, in Time became ſuſpected and often deſ- 
piſed, even before their Integrity could be put 
to any Sort of Teſt. Thus Men were brought to 
loſe that very Confidence in one another, which is 
one of the principal Bonds of Society. How ſhould 
it then ſubſiſt ? g pe” 

By this Time, if I have been able to engage your 
Attention, I preſume, you do not wonder ſo much 
at the ſeeming ſudden Fall of Danemarch, as at her 
Subſiſting ſo long as ſhe did, when all Parts of the 
Adminiſtration had loſt all Senſe of Wiſdom and 
Virtue, all regard to the Principles and Eſſentials of 
the Government, and every Man ſeemed to ſet up 
for himſelf, as it were in a Kind of Oppoſition to 
the Intereſt of the finking Public | 
But, to ſhew the unparalleled Excellence of the 
Daniſh Conſtitution; it bore a greater Weight of 
Corruption before it fell, than any Government of 
it's Time or perhaps any of all Antiquity. I ſhall 
not diſpute with modern States, which may poſſibly 
appear to outdo the Antients in Schemes and Extent 
of Corruption, among other ingenious Inventions. 

-Politicans are agreed, that the Laws are the vi- 
vifying Spirit of every State. We have already 
ſhewn the Sources of theſe ſo polluted that nothing 
healthful was to be drawn from that Quarter. 

But, though ſome ſalutary, ſome eſſential and 
fundamental Laws were either repealed or ſet aſide, 
as the reigning, the abſolute Miniſter directed; 
yet the Courts of Law were kept open, where Juſ- 
tice might yet ſeem to be adminiſtred. But even 
theſe became the common Sewers of Iniquity, ſuch 
is were alone ſufficient to overturn the State, had 
none other Cauſe concurred. The 
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- The Laws of Danemarch, like: it's 1 
iſtitution,: were originally moſt wiſe and equal. 
plain, ſimple and conciſe. The primitive Judges 
of all Diſputes between Man and Man, were Refe- 
Tees,” two or more, of the Neighbours choſen b 
the. Parties, and their Arbitration was final. 
any Crime was committed, the Peace Officer of the 
Town or Diſtrict, ſummoned the Inhabitants, and 
out of them, appointed, by drawing Lots, nine 
Men to try and adjudge the Fact. In Time, mat- 
ters of Property became tried in the like Manner, 
when Parties could not agree upon Referees. And 
as Crimes and Diſputes became in Proceſs of. Time 
more frequent and more complicated; Courts of 
Judicature were inſtituted, in which Men of the 
greateſt Wiſdom and Gravity and independant 
Fortunes were appointed to preſide; for originally, 
no judicial or miniſterial Officer in the State ac- 
cepted any Penſion; Sallary or other Gratituity for 
his Services. When Virtue poſſeſſed Men's Hearts, 
the Pleaſure of doing good, was deemed a ſufficient 


Reward for any Trouble that might have attended 


the Act. RAE Bit 
At long running, it was found neceſfary to eſta» 
bliſh different Courts for the greater Diſpatch of 
Buſineſs; and for the Eaſe of the Subject, a Num- 
ber of Aſſeſſors, with a Preſident of greater Know- 
ledge and Experience, were eſtabliſhed in the dif- 
ferent Courts, inſtead of calling upon the Inhabi- 
tants at large. „ te ind 8 
The Preſidents from their Reputation and Rank, 
by Degrees gained ſuch an Influence on the AGE 
ſors, that their Opinions generally ſwayed the Afſ- 
ſembly in each Court. Then, as a further. Security 
for their Integrity and Care, certain Stipends were 
allotted, to make them perfectly independant. | 
Though the Preſidents were originally appointed 
and paid by the Diet; as the People abated of their 
primitive Virtue, and the Kings by n n 
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ed more Power; they became Officers of the 
Crown. This again was reformed in the Time of 
Frederick I. when they were reſtored nearly to the 
primitive Inſtitution and Independency, as ſet forth 
in a former Letter. cond: 1 
The Laws being but few, and theſe moſt ſimple 
and plain, nothing was required in any of the 
Courts more than to make the Charge, ſer forth the 
Proofs, here the adverſe Party, and ther the Court 
debated the Matter, if it admitted of Controverſy, 
and determined, in three Sittings at the moſt, the 
moſt complicate and perplexed Cauſe, that was 
brought before them. 7 uy 4 56566 | 
But this Simplicity and Expedition in Procedure 
did not hold long. Honeſty gave Place to Craft 
and Knavery ; Men ſet up a new Trade of directing 
and pleading other Men's Cauſes ; ſuits were intro- 
duced in doubtful Terms and ambiguous Forms, 
to which Right and Juſtice was in Time forced to 
give way. Theſe Pleaders were to be hired, and 
the Suiter, that could hire the greateſt Number, 
or the moſt cunning of theſe, was generally likely 
to carry his Cauſe. The Preſidents and Aﬀeſſors 
were now perplexed. Inſtead of adjudging a Cauſe 
the third Day after hearing both Parties ; the Pleaders 
for their own Gain, for they were paid by the Turn 
in ſpeaking, lengthened out the Time with Litiga- 
tions of Words and Forms, confounding} and per- 
verting Evidence, and ſo at length overturning Truth 
that Suits were ſpun out to Years, and I might 
have ſaid to Ages. It frequently happened if two 
Men went to Law for a Cow or an Horſe, that the 
Beaſt died before the Suit was ended; or while 
the Property of a Ship or an Houſe was diſputed 
at Law, that the Premiſes went to Wreck and Ruin 
during the Suit, ſo as to be inſufficient to pay the 
very Pleaders of the happy Man, that gained his 
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In ſhort, Suits at Law were not determined fombs 
times in the third or fourth Generation; fo that 
the Poor and Oppreſſed for whoſe Protection and 
Relief, the Laws and the Courts were inſtituted, 
were now deprived of their Benefit; as the Poor 
could never be able to ſupport the exorbitant Ex- 
pence and the Loſs of Time now neceſſarily attending 
every ſimple Suit. | 

Every Preſident now began to record the Hiſto- 
ries and Procedures of the ſeveral Cauſes, that came 
| before him, with the Judgements paſt upon them. 
Many of the Pleaders did the ſame. And thus the 
Journals of the different Courts were publiſhed, un- 
der the Sanction of each Court. And as the ſimple. 
original Law, (being ſo plain, ſo conciſe and ob- 
vious, that it was thought that it could never be for- 

gots as it was founded on the great, eternal Rule of 
Right, written by Nature on every Man's Heart) 
was not committed to Writing, theſe Journals be- 
came ſo far eſtabliſhed in the Place of Law and Right, 
that the lazy, perhaps corrupt Courts, in Time 
would not take the Pains to judge for themſelves, 
but determined by Analogy to the Judgements re- 
corded in theſe Journals. Theſe were extremely 
voluminous, and the Statutes of the Diet to alter, 
correct, amend and explained them, were not leſs ſo. 
And as none of theſe were ever reduced to any 
Order or Method; tne Study of the Law, as thefe 
. were called, became moſt tedious and embarraſſed 
and the proceedings in the Courts were ſtill more ſo. 
The Requiſites for a Pleader were only, a Capacity 

to read the vulgar Tongue, a Memory to retain, and 
ſome little Judgment to apply what he read, and a 
Front to gloſs over Falſehood with the Appearance 
of Truth, which was ever to be put out of Counte- 
nance, by the confounding and abuſing Evidence and 


| a variety of ſhameful Stratagems. - / - 


It was not now wonderful to ſee the Judge es meu 
ſelves confounded by the Art and Maltiglcity of Plea- 


ders, 


By were no longer Feed to ſerve their Clients, but bribed, 


'{ mz" 
ders, and ſaying, the Cauſe was learnedly pleaded? 
but they wiſhed the Gentlemen would quote Prece- 
dents, without which they could not venture to de- 
termine. | 3 ee eee, 

Theſe were Abuſes unknown in Europe before this 
Time. The Pleaders became numerous, Suits were 
multiplied, the People were ruined and the greateſt 
Fortunes were amaſſed by thoſe of this new; perni- 
cious Trade, the Law, As it was a profitable Pro- 
feſſion, it muſt be deemed honourable in a corrupt 
State. Beſides it was judged ſo neceſſary for Securing 
the Acquiſitions or Poſſeſſions of every Family, that 
every one that was able, bred one Son a Pleader. 

You can: eaſily conceive. what a Curſe this new 
Trade muſt have become to the Danes. But, you 
muſt be at a loſs to judge how it was poſſible it ſhould = 
have grown ſtill worſe : Contrary to the Rules of all 
other Trades, as the Dealers in this multiplied, their 
Trade increaſed, and their Prices roſe to - Exceſs. 
The Price of a Pleader, which in politer Times was 
called a Fee, increaſed in proportion to- the Badneſs 
of the Cauſe. He that was conſcious of the leaſt 


Juſtice and Equity of his Side, not only gave the 


higheſt Fees, but engaged the- greateſt Number of 
Pleaders. The Expences of which roſe at length ſo 
high, that it could never be worth a Man's while to 
attempt to ſue for four or five Hundred Dollars; as 
he could not even commence a Suit without laying 
out a greater Sum on his Pleaders. So that they 
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_ without a ſatisfactory Bribe, would they not 
ead, | & 4 4 
; You will naturally judge, Men thus practiſed in 
Fraud, and to whoſe polluted Hands the Wages of 
Proſtitution were become thus familiar, not to ſay ne- 
cefſary ; could not have been good Members of So- 
ciety. It was indeed impoſſible. You will not then 
wonder at the Corruption of the Diet, at their ſhame- 
leſs Hardineſs in Iniquity, at their tame Submiſſion 
0 ; . 0 
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to every Schemeof Slavery ; when in Time, the leading 


| among the Commonalty, and ſome, which by 
geg into holy Orders, crept into the Aſſembly of 

e Clergy, as well as ſeveral that were called from 

the Benches and lower Stations to the Order of the 
Nobles, were all taken from among the Pleaders. 
This horrible Evil muſt have been of Conſequences 


bad enough to the Public, had it ſtopt here. But, 


alas! It went ſtill further. Not only all the Aſſeſſors 
but the Preſidents of the ſeveral great Judicatures, 

- | were taken from among the Pleaders. How they 

could diſtribute Juſtice is eaſily judged. And yet 

Means were found to tempt them to become till 

weary more laviſh and corrupt, if poſlible. 

But, this Evil extended itſelf in various other 

Wache from the great Stock. Whoever had a 
Cauſe to come on, or apprehended an Attack from an 
other, muſt engage the prime Pleaders by a Bribe 
before hand, whether he was really to have Occaſion 
for them or not. 

It has already been obſerved, that to ſecure be 11 
dependency and Freedom of the Preſidents of the ſe- 
veral great Judicatures, King Frederick the Firſt was 
forced to grant them their Places during good Beha- 
dan, with certain Stipends during their Service. 

By this Means, it was deſigned to put theſe great 
Officers out 'of 'the Power of the Crown, that it may 
not be able to influence them in their Judgments. 
But the great Miniſter found Means of ſetting this 
wiſe Proviſion at nought. This he readily effected by 
giving them a Taſte of Titles of Honour, of Pomp 
and Luxury; which of Courſe made them neceſſitous, 
in Spight to the ample Proviſion made for their Sub- 
ſiſtence, by the States. Preſents from the Crown or 
it's Subſt itutes could not then poſſibly become unac- 
ceptable. But to give it a better Grace, Penſions 
equal to their former Sallaries were granted in Form. 
But, as theſe were only during the King's Pleaſure, 
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dent as before. Happy Britain, where: ſuch bare 
- faced Iniquities are yet unknown! jn 
Was it not now Time for this Nation to fall, never 
to riſe again? Did ever Country ſo long Support, even 
the external Form and Name of a Free Government, 
when every Part of the Adminiſtration was ſo aban- 
doned to Corruption and Infamy ? No State antient 
or modern, was half ſo corrupt as Danemarch at her 
Fall. What is more aſtoniſhing than her ſubſiſting, 
even in Name, thus long? Sure your untainted Pos 
lity muſt prove Immortal! as en 
But however horrible and ghaſtly, the Complexion, 
Danemarch now wore, may appear; her :Miniſtry _ 
took Care, there ſhould be no- Cauſe of Jealouſy at 
Home, that all the exterior Parts of the Dominions 
ſhould, if poſſible, be in all Reſpects worſe, How 
unlike the Meaſures of your wiſe and equal Rulers. 
Every Abuſe of the Law, every Vice and Abomi- 
nations in it's Pleaders and Judges, were all tranſ- 
planted into unhappy Nordweg. Suits were there, 
if poſſible, more tedious and more expenſive, be. 
fides the Uncertainty of the Determination, from be- 
ing Subject to an Appeal to the High Court in Dane- 
march. An Evil, which none of your happy Do- 
minions can dread! - 7 * 275 
Moreover, that thoſe, that had the Misfortune to 
become obnoxious to the Men in power may lye at 
the Mercy of their Proſecutors; the Privilege of 
being admitted to Bail, if not called to Trial the . 
firſt Opportunity; an antient Right, which the Laws 
cured, alike to the Subjects of each Kingdom; was 
peremptorily denied to the Nordwegians. So that a 
miſerable Man might have been kept in Goal there 
during his Life, if the Miniſtry thought fit. Nay 
more, the Judges of a Court in Nordweg have been 
known to receive, and to give order to their 
Officers to execute the Decrees or Orders of a 
Court in Danemarch, to bind the Nord wegians. And 
thus Matters were fo far reverſed as to make judicial 
Officers, miniſterial; to ſay no worle, And no = 
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der : For to ſecure this illicit and unnatural Subjec- 
tion of the wretched Nordwegians, the Preſident and 


moſt of the Aſſeſſors in every Court there, as well as 
this, were Danes of low Degree, ſent there for ſuch 


like Purpoſes; and their Servility was by as unjuſt 


Meaſures ſecured: Inſtead of being eſtabliſhed with 


an independent Stipend for Life or during good Be- 
haviour; theſe Officers in Nordweg, were in all 
Reſpects kept in mean Dependanee on their Maſter, 


the Miniſter, whoſe. Creatures they were: For, their 
Places and Wages were granted only during Plea- 


ſure ; and when they failed or were ſuſpected in their 


Servility; they were ſuperſeded by the Appointment 


of others in their ſtead. Who dare ſay that any 


Part of your Dominions were ever thus accurſed?ꝰ 


Thus you ſee, that had Danemarch preſerved her 


Freedom and Integrity at Home; yet for her infa; 


mous Practices upon the poor People of Nordweg, 
whom ſhe baſely reduced to a moſt beggarly State 
firſt, and then, to abject Slavery; ſhe well deſerved 


falling into that Abyſs of Bondage and Miſery, in 


which ſne will appear in the Hiſtory of the next 
Reign; which 1 ſhall draw, at my Leiſure, in a 


a very different light, from that in which it has been 


repreſented, by the ſhameleſs Flatterers, who wrote 
it during the Uſurper's infamous Life. 
But, why ſhould I ſay Uſurper? Does it not de- 
mand a milder Appellation, when the King did no- 
thing without the Conſent of the Diet? If a Man, 
who invades and poſſeſſes himſelf of the Rights of an 


other, be an Uſurper; that King of Danemarch, who 


compleated the Deſtruction of the Daniſh Govern- 
ment, in Name as well as Eſſence, muſt have been 
an Uſurper; yea, what is ſtill worſe, a perjured Ty- 
rant, a Parricide. The Diet were only Confederates 


In his Iaiquity: They had no Power to give into his 


Hands the Liberties of the People, to alter a Con- 
ſtitution, framed by the ſame Power that gave Diets 


Being, and made them Guardians and Truſtees for a 
_ . Government, eſtabliſhed before Diets were -inſtt- 
- tuted. The Diet neither had or could have had a 


Power 


— 
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Power to alter, much leſs to deſtroy the original 
Conſtitution. And though the Diet were capable of 


acting contrary to Law; the King cannot akhbet a 
Breach of the Duty of his Office, without a Breach 


of his Oath, conſent or aſſent to ſuch fatal Infrac- * 


tions of the ſacred Compact between him and his 
People, and between the Repreſentatives and their 
Conſtituents. And ſuppoſing him under no Engage- 
ment to the People; his accepting from the Diet what 
they had no right to grant, was, if not a baſe Theft, 
the receiving of ſtolen Goods. Long live Britain, 
thoroughly great, fearleſs, as clear of, ſuch Receivers, 
or ſuch Thieves! 


Let me aſk, it any Spirit of Liberty had ſubſiſted 


at this Time in Danemarch, would not the People 


have riſen and ſacrificed both King and Diet as the 
worlt of Robbers? Could this have been judged 
Murder in the Eyes of God or Man? Would it not 
rather have 2 ſuch Avengers of public 
Wrongs * Such preſervers of the public Liberties? ? 

But, let us remember, that there was one power - 
ful Apology left for the Conduct of the King. If 
he ſaw, that this People were quite devoid of Senſe 
and Virtue; that their Diet on which they had ſo 
long relied was only leading them to Deſtruction, by 
involving them in Debt, only to ſhare the Booty; 
that their Corcuptions were daily increaſing and bring- | 
ing the State into general Contempt; that the Go+ 


vernment was reduced to Anarchy; that the little 


were Slaves to the great, that ſhould be their Protec- 

tors; that theſe again were the Slaves of whoſoever was 
able to purchaſe them, and that the Miniſter bribed 
them with the people's Money, without which they 
could not be wrought upon to any thing moved by 
the Court, whether wright or wrong; in ſhort, if 
the King ſaw, that the People had loſt all Senſe of 
thoſe Principles, which alone intitled them to a free 
Government, and without which perfect political 
Freedom never did nor ever can exiſt; had he not a 
Bight, to ſays bimſclf * his FR from the im» 


pending 
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vod was hte: Any other Means left 
— that Dignity, with which he was 
© * poſſeſſing himſelf of that Power, which 


feited? All theſe might have been anſwered in the 
King's Favour, had he not fallen in with-the. iniqui- 
_ * " tous:Meaſures of his Pfedeceſſors firſt; and then of his 


4 — 
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uo allevation of his Crime: Had he had recourſe to 
this, his *Fyranny could by no other Means be ſup- 

and muſt therefore remain precarious. He 
| therefore choſe the ſafeſt and moſt elfectual Method: 
When the Minds of the People were diverted: from 


tuption, ami every Man was 5 with having 


alone could ſupport the State; they became an 


Dood a Right to their Vaſſallage as vn. Joe" op He 


of Neceſũty 


to the Conquered; But, Liberty has never been known 
long ta ſurvive the Loſs of Virtue; nor, without the one, 
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more at large, when we come to gide 3 
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ther back than the Date of the Cataſtro phExrand con- 
- ſequently, ſaw none of the antecedent Cakes. © Til 


- 
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the People by their Abuſes and Corruptions had for- 


= Prey to every Tyrant, and the reigning King. - ; 


| | 5 , enn dhe other ever kope to be regained. Ste then, 
Wich is the moſt permanent Fyranny. - But of _ 


||  - Detail-of the unter Subverſion: of the Eldeprins- of "> 
\'|  _  Danemarch in che nent Reign. This I purpbſecto | 
„uo, at my Leiſure, in a fuller manner, thag Ws at- 
„ tempted by Mt. Mole by who lagked:ho-fur- 


. 0 farewell! e n * 


Mu .iniſtets ; all which had long tended to the induced 
Fo Ruin. Flis not having employed military Force is 


their Daty, debaſed with Luxury and Effeminacy 3 
when the Public was Broken by a long Series of Cor- 


ſome Shpre/of the Plunder; when they thus univer- 
ſally rejzted thoſe Virtues, which founded and which 


 . - therefore ſecured to himſelf hat Deſpotiſm, undet 
EY which, all Nations void of Seriſe and Virtue,” "maſt 
4ooner or later fall. Some,"ir-is true, have 
fallen before they loft their Virtue, by fome external, 
- unſurmountable Force. But ſuch a"Conqueſt-ſeldom 
laſted longer than the Conqueror held fupetior: Force 
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